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TNflood: Rajnath
assures Jayaof aid

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Chennal, 19 November

With Tamil Nadu reeling
from monsoon fury chief
minister J Jayalalithaa
today apprised the Centre
of the flood situationinthe
state and said her govern-
ment would submit a
detalled memorandumseek-
ing Central assistance by
next weell.

In atelephonic talk with
Union home minister Raj-
nath Singh, she apprised
him of the situation and
sought a Central team to
make assessment after
whichtheministerassured
her that it will be deputed
once the Centre receives
themem orandum, the state
government said.

Singh, who is in China,
said on Twidter that he had
spoken to the Tamil Nadu
chief minister and assured
of all possible help. “The
Centre isassisting thestate
agencies of Tamil Naduin
rescue and relief ops.
Assured TN CM of all pos-
siblehelp,” Singhsaid inhis
fureets. Assessment of dam-
age caused by the northeast
monsoon was underway in
the state, Jayalalithaa
informed Singh, according
to a government release
which quoting the interac-
tion between the two.

She “also indicated™ to
him that the state govern-
ment willsubmit its detailed
memaorandum seeking assis-
tance from the National
Disaster Response Fund
and other Central govern-

ment funding by November
23, it said.

She also requested him
to ‘speedily” depute a Cen-
tral team to Tamil Nadu to
make on the spot assess-
ment, and recommend
release of Central assis-
tance without delay itsaid.

Jayalalithaa informed
Singh about precautionary
measures taken by her gov-
ernment, its “extensive,
immediate relief andrescue
efforts” and ‘effective’ coor-
dination withcentral agen-
cles like National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF),
besides Army, Air Force,
Navy and the Coast Guard.

Toll crosses 100:

The death toll in rain-relat-
edincidents in Tamil Nadu
crossed 10even aspartsof
Chennai received fresh rains
this morning with the North
East monsoon becoming
active.

Chief minister Jay-
alalithaa said in a state-
ment that 24 more deaths
have been reported in the
past few days, taking the
death toll in rain-related
incidents like drowning
and wall-collapse to 111.

Expressing grief over
the deaths, Jayalalithaa
announced a relief of Rs
four lakh each to the
bereaved families.



Govtnodtostrengthen
irrigationsystem

RAVINDER SAINI
MAHENDRAGARH, NOVEMEBER 15
In wview of the long-pending
demand for adequate canal
water for agriculture, the
Haryana Government has
approved the construction of a
20-km-long canal and repair of
another canal in south
Haryana. With this, sufficient
water will reach villages at
the taill-end of canals in
southern part of the state,
Soures said the new canal
would be built between
Dadupur and Hamida vil-
lages, while the one between
Ehubdu and Salhavaas vil-
lages would be repaired.
The state govemment gave

the approval following the
recommendation by an eight-
member committee of MLAs
in this regard.

“Chief Minister Manohar
Lal Ehattar has directed irri-
gation officers to prepare a
detailed project report within
a month,” said Nangal
Choudhary MLA  Abhay
Singh Yadav, who is the con-
vener of the committee,

Fammers of southem part of
the state, especially in Mahen-
dragarh and Rewan districts,
frce difficulties in camrying out
agricultural activities due to
searcity of canal water. They
have  been  demanding
strengthening of the irrigation
systemn for long.
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TN death toll over 100
as rain batters south

CHENKAL NOVEMEER 19
The death teoll in rain-relat-
ed incidents in Tamil Nadu
crossed 100 even as parts of
Chennai  received  fresh
rains this morning with the
North  East MONS00N
becoming active,

Chief Minister Jayalalithaa
said in a statement that 24
more  deaths have been
reported inthe past few days,
taking the death toll in rain-
related incidents like drown-
ing and wall-collapse to 111,

The maxmum number of
casualties have been report-
ed from Cuddalore with 12
deaths - nine in drowning,
two in wall collapse and one
inlamp post collapse.

Kancheepuram reported
six deaths due to drowning
while Chennai and Vellore
three and two respectively.
One person was electrocut-
ed in Kanyakumari, the
statement said. Expressing
grief over the deaths, Jay-
alalithaa announced arelief
of Rs four lakh each to the
bereaved families,

Meanwhile, after a let-up
of two days, Chennai wit-
nessed rains in many parts,
including suburban Tam-

= - =

Armymen rescue people from rain-hit areas of Chennai. Fmi

35 killed in Andhra Pradesh

B As many as 35 people lost their lives in various rain-relat-
ed incidents, triggered by north-east monsoon in several
districts of Andhra Pradesh during the past one week

B The districts of Chittoar, Nellore, Kadapa and Anantapur
were the worst-hit due to the heawvy rains. Several rivers
and rivulets were In spate following the rains

baram and Eundrathur.
The weatheroffice forecast
more rains for the next 24
hours, especially in areas
along the Western ghats,
Many parts of Tamil Nadu
and  Puducherry received
rains, with Tirunebeli, Virud-
hunagar and Kanyakumari in
the state recelving good spells
in the last 24 hours ending 830

am today, the weather office
said. Many parts in both
South and North Tamil Nadu
received good spells of rain in
the last 24 hours ending 8.30
am. In Chennai, a few spells
of rain were expected, it said.

At many places in the city,
water was yet to completely
recede, putting  citisens o
hardships. — PTT
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