Assam floods:

Four more

dead toll rlses to 24

SAM UDRAGUP?A KASH YAP
GUWAHATL SEPTEMBER 2
THE FLOOD situation in: Assam worsened
onWednesday with the number of people -
affectedrising tonearly 10 lakh, Four more
deaths were reported taking the tolito 24
Official sources said while the
Brahraaputra continued o flow above the
red mark alf along its 960-km length fom
Sadiya to Dhubs, several of its fributaries,
inciuding Burhi-Dihing, Dikhow, Disang,
Dhansiri, jiva-Bharali, Puthimasi, Pagladiva,
Puthimari, Beki and Kushiyara, continued
to inundate fresh areas, .
More than 1.75 lakh people have been
lodged in 74 relief camps. Azmy, NDRF and

AtMayong in Morigaon district of
Assam on Wednesday.

SDRF personnel have been deployed in dif-
ferent districts to rescue the marconed
people.



Meanwhile, Rajasthan farmers hold out hope for rains - now

MAHIM PRATAPSINGH
MAHLAN, NH-8 [JAIPUR)

RATANLAL ISN'T happy with the way the
rmonsoon has panned out. [thas only real-
firmed his faith in a side business of selling
filtered water that he now considers more
refiable than his main occupation of farm-
ing. "t don't feel good about having to sell wa-
ter. But what to do, if it rained half of what
we expected this time?" says this owner of
20-bigha {almost sevenacres Jol Kaprivawas
Khurd village inJaipur's Dudu tehsil,
Ratanlal has set aside a small portion of
bus farm for aone-room structure housing a
reverse osmosis-cunm-chilling plant Heuses
thisto filter water supplied from the Bisalpur
dam project and sell in the nearby highway
marketonthe Ajmer-Jaipur stretcholf NH-8:
A 11-litre"camper” bottle sells forRs 15 and
sometimes Rs 20,1 make about Rs 1,000-
1,200 daily and that keeps the household
running in abad agricultural vear," he notes.
This khantseason has beenadamp squib
for many farmers in Rajasthan like Ratanial,
nobwithstanding projectionsof a“good” crop
this bime by the state agriculiure department,

Thereasons aren't difficult o see, During
fune-july, rains were nearly 37 per cent above
normal in east and 117 per cent surplusin
west Rajasthan, As a result, farmers ex-
panded kharil sowings. Germination, tog,
was excellent and so was the initial vegeta-
tive growth of the crop. Ratanlal himself
planted moong {green gram) in 12 bighas
during the last weekof June with the onset of
monsoon. Aweek later, he sowed bajra{ peart
rillet) on his remaining eight bighas.

But August was a disappointment, as
rainfall tumedouttobedeficientby 374 per
cent in east Rajasthan and 32.3 per cent in
west Rajasthan. Last month's dry spell has
left the moong and bajra crops stunted.
Usually, the moeng plants grow up to 1-1.5
feet. But this time, they haven't grown be-
vond 8-9inches inRatanlal's field. Baira, mo,
has stopped shortol reaching the nonmal 10-
11 feet heig hit. But it is not poor August rains
alone. There hasalso beendamage from the
high-velocity winds that locals call " fhola".
These winds blowing from the north-west
dry up the soil and plant roots. Ratanlal
shows the dried-up pods from his moong
crop as proof of dry weather and “fhola”,
which have also led to premature npening
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Ratanlal's stunted moong crop.

and early harvesting,

Ratanlal's crop isalready now being har-
vested. It takes about six people costing
Rs 300 each to harvest a bigha, Harvester
combines doit for much less, ata flat Bs 500
per bigha, Farmers employ manual labour

only il thecropis good, since the returns then

justify the additional cost.

“When we know there isn'tmuch bean
in the pods, it is not worthwhile employving
manual labour. The crop mainly yvields fod-
der, for which the combines are enough,”

points out Prabhulal Gurjar of Nasnota vil-
lage in the same Dudu tehsil The fate of
moong, according to Prabhulal, is sealed,
whereas guar and to a limited extent even
bajra canstillbe saved by fresh showers. The
Bajrain his 35-bighafield israther unimpres-
sive, standing at around six feet, compared
to the 10-11 feet height under optimal con-
ditions "Such a plant, even if it Bowers, will
peter out without giving frult,” he says.

A largely rain-fed crop, bajra is known to
survive in regionsexperiencing low rainfall,
“But what we have aren't the traditional dest
varieties thatcan withstand dry weather We
sow hiybnd seeds because they grow inabout
70 days, as against 90 days for the des vari-
eties. Even inmooeng, the hybrids take 55
days, compared to 70 days for traditional va-
rieties,” informs Prabhulal.

In Jaipur, hisnamesake, agriculturemin-
ister Prabhu Lal Saini, says Rajasthan has
been blessed by a good monsoon this year,
but admits that the dry spell from August
may adversely impact the harvest.

Agricultural scientistInder Mohan Verma
agrees. “Theextended dry spell and high-ve-
bocity winds have had aneffect on fruition of
moong and moth { Turkish gram) pods and

the number of beans inthem. The plantsare
stressed for survival and are, therefore, mak-
ing less grain. Food translocation is not hap-
pening, which is why the pods are either
empty orvery dry,” explains Verma, profes-
sor 4t the Bikaner Agricultural University.

Arcording to him, the situation is typi-
cally seen in arid and semi-arid regions,
where agood burstof monsoon gives hopes,
only tobe betrayed by a dry spell. While the
crop may look lush green, yields are lesshe-
cause plants cannot convert the photosyn-
thates or sugars from the photosynthesis
process into grain. “The dry spell has meant
that the crop may [lower, but since the pho-
tosynthates get used more for the plant's sur-
vival, less ofthese getallocated for grain pro-
duction. The next 15-20days are crucial. Ifit
doesn'train now, fammers will see drastically
reduced yvields," he wams.

For now, the kharif hopes triggered by the
generous juneand July showershave faded,
but are not entirely lost. For Ratanlal and
Prabhulal, rains in September{and October)
areakoimportant for the next rabicrop. They
cansow diarnafchick pea )around Divali and
pray they will be no unseasonal rains in
March, as it happened this year.



What went
wrong with the
monsoon?
Rainfall distribution inmm

o Hetuiat | Noinal| % Deviation

june [696 614 |1336
1-15

June 1199 11022 {1732
16-36

June 1895 1636 | 158

Jaly 1913|1353 |-3252
115

juy 11490 1539 | 318
16-31 -

Wt 240 3 289 2 -16.91

Aug 1010 | 1364 | 2505
1-15

Aug 11014 11245 11882
16-31

Aug™ 412613 |

"Long perivd average, ** Whole menth

THE MONSOON had a great
start this time. Despite a
developing EI Nino, the country'’s
average rainfall in June was
almost 16 per cent above nermal,
encouraging farmers #o go in for
early kharif plartings,

BUTWITH the first half of fuly
registe 'ﬁn‘gs'z;spiei"t:éﬁtb'eldw—_“
nmmaimins.ﬂm_aﬁeadynscwn- -
crop hegan experiencing severe
moisture stress. Thankfully
“though, there was a turnaroisid

ot mid o g

- impetestosowingsandalso
breathing lifeinto the earfy-

planted crop, Thiswas the best _

phaseof the monsoen, with
almost the entire country —
barring Marathwada, north
Karnataka, Rayalaseema and
partsof Vidarbha and Telangana
— receiving normal to excess
precipitation. o
AUGUSTHAS beerthereal .
spoiler, with rainfali turning out
22.5 percent deficient. Thus, the
cropthat recorded good
germination and vegetative
growth got impacted at the
flowering stage, which happens
from mid-August, ’

THE EXTENDED dry spell since
early Augnsst across India — ;
exceptinthe .
eastein/northeastern regions —
has meant that even where
flowering has taken place, there
has been poor pod or grain
formation, as our accompanying
story from Rajasthan shows,

RAINSARE DESPERATELY
required now, both for saving the
standing kharif crop and alsoto
enable plantings for the coming
rabiseason. But with many
global models predicting the
current El Nino-- the strongest
since 1997-98 - to last through
spring 2016, those chances seem
bleak as of now.
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No time to play, kids here

e 1

havet etc wa

N

ter all day

NG LHILD'S PLAY: A boy struagles 1o ferry water in Latur's Harangul Khurda village

72 priyankaKakodkar
i ,»@timesgmup.cem
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: Beed/Latur: Fifteen-year
: oldRahulKarpeisnpatSam.
1 The next two-hour strefch is
¢ the only undisturbed period
¢ he wil get to study for his
¢ 16th board exams. That's be-
: cause Rahul spends at least
: six hours daily fetching wa-
¢ terfor his home in Kaij talu-
¢ ka's Sonjjawala village, Al}
¢ B0wellsherehaverundry

: Ruhulispartof thegrow-
I ingarmy of kids joining the
: desperatesearchforwaterin
I Marathwada,

i The reglon has a 52%
1 painfall defieit this year,

it school from 10am to 4pm
bt has o energy left to study
intheevening, "lam worried|
will fail in maths at this rate,”
says the anxious feenagen
Last year, when the region fa-
ced a severe drought, he hel-
ped fetch water during the su-
nuner vacations, Now the wa-
ter-trek is his daily routine
Rahul's 13-year friend Shub-
ham Bobade made a debut ot
the borewell this year “Idon’t
have time to play anymore,”
savs Shubham wistfully
Across Marathwada, peo-
plearerelyingontankersand
bottled water As many as
1,291 water tankers are being

{ thehighestinthecountry MARATHWAD? _
i Thereisonly only 78 % |, races 52% rain | ~ Medium-sized
p water  left in  Ma- | deficit highestin | dams | 1% water
i rathwada's dams. Infact, |y country feft In Latur, 2%
“ro§ of its 11 major dams | - lin Osmanab,ad
. have hif dead storage lev- | > Only7.6% MysHaneses
" gl "This is unpr | water ieftin > Water tankers
ecedented and among the | Marathwada's | 11,242 compared
worst rain deficifs in the | dams 0725in 2014
region,” says Marathwa- | » Sof 1l major | » 66 of 76 taiukas
da divisional commmis- | dams at dead show dip in water
sioner Umakant Dangat. | storagelevel | Jevels since 2010
As the water crisis sn-

. owballs into political emba-
o orrassmend, chief minisfer
: Devendra Fadhavis is in Ma-
i orathwadaon a d-day visit,

: For youngsters like Ra-
¢ hul, the pursuit of water has
! meant a Jost childhood. By
! Tam.hegueuesupat thesoll
. tary borewellin the village fo
¢ i1 two massive 15-litre pofs
¢ and lug them home, s kilo-
i metre away. He gets a break
¢ two hours later when the
: electricity stops buf repeats
i the same task in the after-
¢ noonand lateatnight.

: Hy the end of the day, he
has haded 10 pots of water
: home, walking a gruelling 10
1 km. in between, he squeezes

supplied this year, up from
718 tankers at this time last
vear, an indication of the se-
verity of theerisis.

in Latr's Raju Nagar
sinm, residents can only
hathe twice a week. Their
sium fap bas not received wa-
tar foramonth. "Sometimes]
don't send my children to
school because their clothes
are smelling,” says house-
wife Kuruna Kshirsagan

Three of Marathwada's
eight districts are showing
drought-like  conditions”
savs stafe agriculture minis-
ter Eknath Khadse "Beed,
Latur and Osmanabad are
worst affected. We sre tuking

a review over the next two
weeks before declaring secar-
cityv-hit villages,”  says
Khadse The Centreand state
have jointly allocated Rs 920
erore fo tackle the fodderand
water shortage. The state is
hoping for more showers in
Septembern

Critics blame excessive
sugarcane cultivation in this
historically arid region for
escalating the water stress.
Marathwads has as many as
0 osugar  factories, even
though cane is a water-guz-
ziing crop unsuifed fo this
largely unirrigated region.

"T'he government should

g ban sugarcane cultivation

totally 1t s the main culprit
for the depletion of ground
water,” says water expert
Pradeep Purandare, from
the Marathwada Statutory
Development Board.
Ground water levels have
dropped in 66 of the region’s
Totakukas, mthelast Syears,
Meanwhile,infatur'sHa-
rangul Khurde village, thefs-
fure of another student
growshleakey Ranjana Disdt,
who has a daughter in the 8th
standurd, 8 spending Re 100 2
day on hottled drinking waten
Her hushand works as an at-
tendant in a photocopy shop.
“This ferm we could not buy
honks and pencils. It was ei-
ther those or water,” she says,
Rahul's 13-vear-oid
friend Shubham Bobade (13}
made s debut af the borewel]
this year. "I don't have time
toplay anvmore,” says Shub-
ham wistfully, Across Ma-
rathwada, peoplesrerelying
ontankersand bottled waten
As many as 1,291 water tank-
ers are being supplied this
year, up from 718 {ankers at
thistimelastyear
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EW SELHE: Here's some fiction:
redia’s prediction of the monsoon,
he world's isrgest seasonal weath-
ey system that directly influences
he econemies of at least nine
wations, 1s at best vague. You'dbe
witaroff Sippingacoin fo predict
hie rains, the joke goes,

And now the fact: The Met
leparirment has come out pretty
nuch at the fop of most coun-
ries that iry foskmilarly forecast
he monsoen, according to an
nternational audit.

Yet, India’s record at predict:
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ing the vital rainbearing sys  |M[) HAS 50% ACCURACY
meaans the state.run weather hd
ﬁﬁﬁmﬁ%ﬁmi BETTER THAN MOST

That may not be good enough,  NATIONS. IT 1S STRIVING

but others aren’t doing hetter
either, pointing to how tough
the task i3, Nations the monsoon
directly impact are Pakistan,
India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka, Australia and Japan,
“But our forecasts have done
better or egual to that of even
the UK, Austratia and Japan for
various parameters of the mon
soon,” said Shailesh Nayak, aPhD

in Geology and, as the secretary
tothe ministry of earth sciences,
cneof iwo professional scientists
tohead a government department.

Nayak isn't talking through his
hat. A recent andit by the UN's

World Meteorological Organisation
{WMO) — of which the India

“men rule the

roost

The starting point for the
makeover is somewhere deap
insige the Bay of Bengai,
where alarge team of heavily-
guarded Indian and American
scientists have set up a float:
ing base. You couid say it's the
equivalient of the Internationat
Space Station on earth, asen
ior scientist told HT. The men
are cuf off and provisions are
ferried to the hase routinely
Communication happens
through sateilite phones.

Iz Maharashtra’s
Mahabaleswar city, the gov-
ernment has set up a cloud
physics lab through giobal
collaboration.

The Bay of Bengal station
is aimed at understanding
how the topmost layer of sea
interacts with the aimosphere,
The Mahabaleswar 1ab seeks
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Meteoroiogical Qrganisation
{EMD)} is a regional speciali
meteorological centre, apart from
five others — has shown that the
MY sforecast performance issec
oné tenone But thisdoesn't mean
scientists Hke Nayak can reston
their siatistical Inureds, | .
by the WMO is a forecast “skill
level” of 0.6, *Skill”, m the world
of meteorology, is a measure of
forecast accuracy. The higher
the better India’s 50% accuracy
means it's currently clocking 2
gkill feve} of roughiygs.
There are many reasons why
India will need the ramp-up, Bui

here's Hhe most ominous one: His
now conclusively proven that the
mamsoos, vitad for Asin'sthirddarg.
est economy, Hself is undergolng
theequivalent of a virasmutation,
I other words, its DNA ischang-
ing. The monsoon jsp’ bringing
rains the way it gsed to. Much like
an individual with 2 mood disor
der, i#'s been switching on and off,
sornetimes durnping ene menth's
worth of rains inaweek.

A R400-crore new “mensoon
mission” India is working on is
aimed at achieving askili level of
0.7by upgrading the model. That
transkates toa 70% accuracy rate.
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Atpresent,&eremwmmmmmemm.whiieaﬁmm
construction. Dams with the maxtmurn helght of more thas 15 metres from its deepest
foundation are broadly classified as large dams. The analysis of dam completion data shows that
) the two decades between 1971 and 1990 witnessed an immense surge in dam construction as

: more than 50% of large dams in the country were compieted during that period. Subsequently,
the dehate on the environmental impact of dam constriction triggered widespread protests and

dam construction slowed down after that period

{pto 1900 DECADE-WISE CONSTRUCTION 314 wrinder
. 67° "~ OF LARGE DAMS @i
Y ,\q‘ﬁ . )
- Wi Total: 3,171 Year of
\304. & : ‘%{g 198 " construction
¥, & S ot available
\I'\_ . \,:3 g N
- 235 N
5

N
al |
STATESWITH "~

MORE THAN TEN - 1293
LARGE DAMS R

Maharashira pted das
Madhya Pradesh SIS 595
Gujarat IS 619
Chhattisgart MININE 248
Karnatakza N 230
Rajasthan N 201
Odisha 4N 198
Tetangana IIE162
Andhra Pradesh K 128
Tareit Naciu Jl 136
Uttar Pradesh Ml 115
Kerala lf 58
harkhand B 50
Wast Bengat | 29
Bihar 1 23
Himachal Pradesh } 19
Uttarakhand | 36 .
Jammu & Kashmir | 34 PR t
funjab | 34 '
( Others } 26 Source: Nationai Register Of Large Dams; Research: Alul Thalus: Grashic: Anél Dised ..

We 200 386 2000

ce ke -




bdieh WP, /?Wd?»( IS ehr 1St DL N ettt Jistr] sl OusisAl YLt
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ASEHE LT { Bt ) Fhe Times of india { Mumbai } The Deccan Chronical | Hyderabad |
The Tribune { Chandigarh | The Telegraph { Kolkata } Centrab Chronical { Bhopat }

The Hinda { Chennat } fe ST { Gest )

Pclsce Iathzcharge peo;;le who were holding a ;}ratest seekzng rellef fmm watericggmg. m fimdeﬂ Dibru-
garh town in Assam on Tuesday. The flood sifuation in Assam turned volatile with incessant rain continu-
ing across the state and the neighbouring Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya, While the state
government has confirmed six deaths due to floods, two others died due to landslide. s
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Adapt or dze
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s { uest )

Arcticfauna cope with climate change

NY-ALESUND, NORWAY, AFF;
When it comes to coping with
¢limate change in the Arctic
region, which is wartning at
three times the globai aver-
age, some anitnals are more
egual than others.

Migrating Barnacle geese
that fiy north to lay eggs amid
the Norwegian Arctic's craggy
peaks and meiting glaciers are
adapting very well, thank you,
at least for now.

Reindeer, foxes and polar
bears, however, are having a
harder time as finding enough
to eat can be a struggle.

The geese —which leave
Seotiand each vear by the
thousands — have come like
clackwork sirce fime imme-
morialin the Spring to Spits-
bergen and other islandsin

A Barnacle goose walks past a sign reading ‘bird sanctuary,
NG tl'esmlﬁg" in Ny Alesund, arp

the Svalbard archipelago to who studies the archipelago.
nest, Ungi, that is, a few years On Svaibard, temperatures
ago. shet up an average of 2.5 de-

“In 2007 they pushed for-  grees Celsius over the last cen-
ward their 3,0004an wiphy  tury, far exceeding the global
two weeks and it's been that increase of (.8 C since the pre-
way ever since,” said Maarten  industrial era.

Looren, aDutch cnu&eiogzst Other animals have not

managed to adapt as weil as
the geese to these rapid
changes.

The freezing rain that often
falis now instead of snow, for
example, is making it harder
for foxes and reindeer in Swval-
bard 1o getameal,

Fhe animals cannot break
through the frozen rain to
reach their foad supphies.

"During winter the foxes
sometimes have trouble ac-
cessing their stockpiles of
gosting cadavers that they
baried in reserve,” said Loo-
nen,

Svalbard reindeer, which
eat lichen and moss, have
hoofs designed by evolution to
clear the snow off their food
supply in winter. But against
ice, they are useless.
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STAFF REPORTER
GUWAHATL Aug 3L The
overall flood situation i As-
sarm is still grim due to nces-
cant and heavy 1ains since Au-
guist 28 last in the upper catch-
ment areas of Bhutan, Aro-
nachal Pradesh and Assarn.
The water level of all the v~
ers flowing through the dis-
tricts of Dhemaji, Lakhimpus
Tinsukia, Baksa, Natbari and
Dibrugarh districts of Brah

© maputra Vailey and the rivers

flowing through the Rarak Val-

State flood situation'

Ti’}(-? Telograph { Kolkata)
gareatst { Ueer ) '

ley districts are also rising.

Chief Minister Tarun Grogoi
today helda mgh-level meeting
at s Secretariat’s Conference
Room here to review the over-
alt flood siruation.

The Brahmaputra and its
wributaries, namely Burideh-
ing, Noa-Dehing, Gainad, Ji-
adhal, among others, are also
fising, saidan official pressre-
lease here this evening. Onthe
other band, in the Rarak Val-
ey, the Barak also started ris-
ng since August 28 and its
tributaries, namely Sonal and

e

The Deccan Hcarfd-{ Benglury )
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Rukniarealso in spate.

The floodwaters of the Bar-
sk and its tributaries inundat-
ed several areas, ineluding
Eicherpar, Amjurghat, Rokar-
par, Nutap Ramnagat, Madhur-
bond and Punirmukh Koypur,
among others. Other riversof
the Valley-Kuchiyara and Ka-
takhal are alse n spate and
sloughing and seepage was
observed in major embank-
ments of the rivers of the Val-
fey’s districts, said the official
press release.

{See page 4)

PR

(Contd from page 1) opening of abreach, which oc-
Atthehighieveiﬂoodreview curred OO August 20 at
meeting, the Chief Minister Nowkuchi area.

Lok stock of the pverall flood

in Dibrugarh district

¥ £on- Y,

situation of the State. The tinous and incessant raing,
Minister for Water Resources  Since August 28, have
was also present in the meet- dated major parts of Dibru-
ing. The Water Resources Min- garh towTL, its oads and low
sster apprised the Chief Min- lying areas. The recorded

ister of the havot created by
the current wave of fiood In

the State.

Ty Natban district, due 1o
heavy rainfaliin the catchment

<aid the press release.

inun-

rainfall over Dibrugarh on
August 30 was 160.82mm,

. in Dhemaii district, due o
incessant and confInuous Tain-

areas of the neighbouring Bhy  fall in the catchment areas of
{an, the water 1evel of river neighbouring Arunachal
Mora-Pagladia increased and Pradesh and in Assam, the
it led to two preaches in its water level of all the rivers
embanknients inits vight bank, having its source in the fool

while the floodwaters

of the hills of Arunachal pradesh,

Nona alsocaused @ preachin’ started rising since Augst 27,

s left bank embapkment.

The rising water levelof the,_se

tn Barpeta district, due to  rivers affected Dhemaji dis-
incessant ratndal inthecatch-  trict Approach road of Miri
ment areas of neighbouring Noi bridge on N 52 was
Bhutan and ip Assam, water washed away On August 28 by

tevel of river Beki crossedits  the fpod waters of Min Not,
danger level oft Angust 30 and which disrupted roat comm-
itis causing erosion at Bordan- nication. Again on Angust 36,
ga area, Also the floodwaters approach of Pukia RCC bridge

of the Pohumara have entered

the countryside through the away the press release

on NH 52 was also washed

said.
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Heavy rains
trigger flood
in Arunachal

TTANAGAR, Aug 31: Inces-
sdnt rain in the last couple of

“days has created a flood-like
sitiation in several Arunachal
Pradesh districts triggering
landslides, disrapting surface
communication and rendering
people homeless.

Lohit, East Siang, Tawang
and Lower Dibang are the
most affected districts, an offi-
cial report said,

A report from Tawang dis-
trict bordering China said that
the continuous downpour has
triggered major landshides at
seven places in the district
causing loss of property.

The flood-like sityation in

Awoman co .ecting drinking waler from a tubewell in flood affected Dhakuakhana in Lakhimpur iﬁi}gﬁ tS}:: ;tasl?&jé:ed:;:;s

district on Monday. - UB Photos all the rivers in and around

""" Tezu and Sunpura Circles are
flowing above the danger mark,
the official report said,

The distyict headduariers
recorded 318.40 mm rainfall . -
since yesterday completely
snapping surface communica-
tion between Tezu-Tinsukia via
Alubari Ghat and Parsuram
Kundroutes. About 500 affect-

~ ed villagers have been evacu-
ated from their honses and
moved to relief camps.

According to 2 report from
East Siang district, flash faods
caused by Silasut river yes-
terday breached NH 52 at Di-
mow, snapping rozd commu-
nication hetween Silapthar and
Pasighat. - PTY. -




ooooooo

Mindustan Times { Dethi }
Hoa o crdgor { Bedh )
The Tribune { Chandigarh }
The Hindu { Chennai

f\ TheASsam Tribune { Guwahati }
The Times of india { Mumbai )
The Telegraph { Kolkata )

femgomst ( uzen )

Jiadhal floods vast areas
of west Dhemaj

CORRESPONDENT

DHEMAJI, Aug 31: The
flood situation in west Dhemaji
deteriorated today due to in-
cessant rains in the district and
the upper reaches of neigh.
bouring Arunachal Pradesh.
The fiood waters of the Hadhal
have created havoc in the
greater west Dhemail area in
Dhemait revenue circle tnun-
dating nearly 50 villages.
About 404000 people i the
area have been affected by the
current wave of Jiadhat flood.

The worst-affected villages
in the area include Laumur,
Naruathan, No. 2 Naruathan,
Misamar:, Kechukhana,
Dhobabar, Changmatbari,
Bordhekera, Chakaladalani,
Garubandha, Kalakata, Lakhta-
kia, Ghuhuha, Kahikuchi, Hat-
igarh, Gohain Chapari, Chen-

gamari, etc. The flood waters
in these villages have risen up
to watst level inside the hous-
es, forcing people to take shel
ter either on highlands or the
roads along with their cattle

Schoolchildren wading through
a flooded road af Rangia on 3 and took stock of the relief

Manday. - U/B Photos

and poultry.

Four PWI roads - Butikor-
Ghilamara, Laumuri-Gohain
Chapart, Naruathan-Gahari-
khana, and Naruathan-Burab-
hakat — have partially been
submerged by flood waters
causing disruption to the road
communication in the area.

The floods have washed
away a 15-metre portion of the
approach road to the RCC
bridge at Laumnari on the Lau-
muri-Gohain Chapari PWD
Road, totally cutting off sever-
al interior villages fron the
mamland. The standing paddy
crop fields n the area are also
under water.

Dhemay Deputy Commis-
sioner AK Bordolol along with
ADC DX Mili today visited the
flood-hit areas of west Dhema-

operations there.
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The waterlogged Thana Charialt locality in Dibrugarh on Monday. - UB Photos
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Flood situation grim

“1n Tinsukia district

CORRESPONDENTS

TINSUKIA, Aug 31 With
the inundation of more and
more areas, the Sood situstion
it Tinsuidia district has become
goim. Fresh areas in Ceuijan,
Rangagora and Natun Gaon of
Tinsukia revenue circle hive
come under food water of Di-
bru river today,

The district administration
has set up four relief camps in
these areas and more than
5,600 people have tuken shel-

ter in these camps. On the oth- ©

€1 hand, situation in Doom-
dooma revenue circle is seri-
aus with about 80 villages of
different areas of Dhola, Dag-
gori, Philobari, etc., being uf-
fected by the flood.

Feople with their livestock

have been shifted to nearby
higher platforms, New areas

inundated and a culvert of Sika-
Jan-Barekuri road has been
washed away creating more
difficulties for the villagers.
“The flood situation in Gotong
village is also grim with sev-
eral relief camps being set up
for the flood-affected people.

At Margherita, the Burhi
Dehing river is flowing about
twi metres above the danger
level and several villages of
Makum Killa, Bahbari, Dibang
Fakial, Midong Reserve, Ledo
Kuhiarbari, etc,, have come
under flood water, :

BOOMDOOMA: The surg-
ing waters of the Doomédooma
river have submerged Shank-
ardev Nagar, Pathar Gaon,
Ambikagiri Road, Nichapatty
and Kcliapani arez of Doom-
doorma town. More than 5,000
peapie have been affected by
this wave of flond.

tion has opened 11 relief camps
in various places of the town
even as the SDRF personnel
are being engaged in rescue
operations. Electricity supply
in the town and nearby areas
1s alsoaffected due to rains and
flood. A section of flood vie-
tims alleged that they are not

" getting relief materials,

On the other hand, many vil-
iages in Sadiya subdivision are
submerged by the flood water
of the Brahmaputra river and
its tributaries. The Dibru-
Saikhowa National Park isalso
under water, Moreover, the
erosion of the Brahmaputra

river in the Hatighuli area and _'

the erosion of the Ananta Nal-
iah in the Kordoigur arez have
taken sericus turn. The ferry
service between Saikhowa-
ghat and Sadiya has also beert
suspended for an indefinite
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Fresh areas go under flood water

as Morapagaldia river swells up

CORRESPONDENT

BARAMA, Aug 31: Following heavy
downpour since Sunday, the Morapa-
galdia river water has submerged fresh
areas of human habitation and cropland
in greater Tihu and Paschim Nambar-
bhag area under Tihy revenue circle.
As many as 25 villages in Nalbari dis-
trict were. aiso inunéated disrupting
normal Hfe.

According to the reports, the river
breached its embankment at noyth Ut~

tar Bali village under Paschim Nam-
barbhag mouza and engulfed fresh land
in low-lying areas, The flood waters
swallowed a vast crop cultivation area

causing great damage to newly grown-
up paddy.

The overall flood situation in area

is still grim. Thousands of farmers of
Tihu and Paschim Namberbhag

mouzas under Tibu revenue circie

were the worst hit as the paddy culti-
vation at Sialmmari, Ratanpur, Hatipara,
Kaharpara, Uttar Bali, Bali, Harib-
hanga, Barpit, Pamoipara, Bhaira,
Piplibari was totally submerged,
Many rural roads were still ender
flood waters, causing a great deal of in
convenience to pedestrians. The

‘Morapagaldia river is flowing above the
danger mark. Shops and many schools -

were aiso badly affected because of

- People wadmgtkmugft a floaded.- mad as Mamﬁaggidm river water mﬁndated a large part of Barama in Baksa district on Sunday,

excess water.

The fate of the Nalbari-Kaithalkuchi-
Haribhanga PWD road is at stake as half
of the road from Bali to Haribhanga has
been flooded. The Haribhanga HS
Scheol and the Haribhanga State Dis-
pensary are also under flogd waters.

As the water leve! of most of the riv-
ers is rising, the flood situation is kely
to worsen in the days to come.

It may be mentioned that the Mora-
pagaldia river has continuously inundat-
ed the area three times in the last few
days. Sources said that the Government
has still not launched any relief in the
worst-affected villages in Tihu and Sa-

" mata revenue circles,






