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People making their way to safer places after massive floods hit Hatsingimari area on Friday. - UB Photos

' Flood situation 'impf(')Ves'
‘in Bongaigaon district

CORRESPONDENT

BONGAIGAON, Aug 23: The flood
situation in Bongaigaon district has im-
.proved since Friday. But erosion by the
rivers is on with falling water levels in
the district. |

Hif by erosion, arpund 360 farmlles ]

along the Aie river in North Salmara in

the district had to take shelter, on the'_

roads ofSaturday.

Crops like paddy, Jute, sugaztane zmd
vegetables have heen damaged by flood
in North Salmara subdivision, which is
considered as a hub of agri-produce and

milk. ‘Hence the crisis of vegetables and
- cow milk has been noticed in the markets.
As the flood water have snapped the
connecting reads between Lengtisinga
and Rangapani in the district, people
from either sidé have to negotiate the
“distance by boats, local residents in-
formed. - ' '

However, if the breactied dams and

- embankiments besides Aje river are not

repairéd in time, the next flood is likely

to cause havoc in villages beside the riv-
er, local residents apprehended.

In Chirang district also, the flood situ-

ation is improving. But exosion by rivers

has not stopped vet in some vzllages in
the district. The flood affected many
farmersin the district by damaging crops,

' _vegetahleé, fisheries and dairy farms.

Pr Bhumidhar Barmian, State Reve.
nue Minister and Basanta Das, Water
Resource Minister, visited Kokrajhar
and Chirang districts respectively to
review the flood situation and had 3

" mbeting with the district admzmstmtzon

for follow-up action.

- Dr Bhumidhar Barman told medlaper-
sons that his Government is not getting
the financial support needed fo tackle
the flood situation in the State.
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Flood toll goes up to 13

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Aag 23: Chief
Minister Tarun Gogot today
made an aerial survey of flood-
affected Lower Assam's Kokra-
ihar, Chirang, Bongaigaon,
Goalpara and Dhubsi districts
even as the death toll in the
current deluge roseto 13,

Accompanied by Chief Sec-
retary VK Fipersenta and oth-
er serfor officials, which includ-
ed Commissioner and Secre-
; tary, Revenue and Disaster

Managetnent and CEO, Assaiy -

State Disaster Management
Authority, PK Tiwari, Chief
Minister Gogot made an aerial
survey of the worst-affected
districts of Lower Assam onan
Indian Air Force chopper.

Landing at Narengi Army
helipad after almost two hours
of serial survey, Chief Mintster
Gogoi said the State Govers-
ment has geared np rescue and
relief operations in the fiood-
affected areas, Gogot praised
the NDRF and the SDRF for
the all-out efforts in rescuing
marooned people. The Chief
Minister said the ministers and
officials have fanned out to the
affectedareas and are monitor-
ing the relief operations.

The Chief Minister said the

PRy rusicntio yohto " 34

release a sizeable chunk of
funds sought by the State
Government for mfrastruc-
ture damages caused by floods
last vear. it has only released
Rs 380 crove so far, “We have

submitted memoranda to the

Central Government, includ-

ing the Prime Minister and
Home Minister, but have not
received the funds sought by
us for huge infrastructure
damage caused by floods last
year," he said.

Gogod said there are no funds
constraints in providing relief
to the affected, “We have funds
for relief work, What we re-
quire from the Central Govern-
merntis sufficient funds for butld-

houses and embankments dam-
aged by floods last year and

proper rehabilitation of the |-

flood-hit people,” Bé said.
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(Contd from page 1)

it may be mentioned that

Chiet Minister Gogof, it &

~emorandum to Umion Home
~Minister Rainath Singh in Gu-
. wahati on Qctober 1last year,

-_,sozzgh‘{ Rs 2,016 crove for
‘Amnaged infrastracture, which
“included roads and bridges,
- dwelling houses, health cen-

“res and school busldings. It
‘alzo demnanded Rs 660 crore
for rescue and relief opera

At an Tt

11 goes

tions, Besides, 1 sum of Rs
6,706 crore was sought as spe-
cial assistance to the State,
which included Rs 3,500 ¢rore
for raising and strengthening
of embankments and Rs LD .
crore for mitigating the flood '

Lﬁ.‘ﬁﬁg{

"en

first priority of the Govemmem

is to provide relief to the fload-

hit people, and that he has in-
structed the Deputy Commis-
sioness of the affected districts
to leave no stone unturned to
extend all possible help to the
affected, especially children and
women. "Restoratios: of surfice
communication and repair of
breached embankments have

aiso been accorded priorities,”

the Chief Minister added.

Gogoi said that the Govern-

ment would prepare an assess-

ment report, highlighting the
damage and rebuilding exer-
cise only after the flood wa-
ters recede,
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Cominq soon: early
ood warmnq system
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tem for the city to cope with

« challenges associated with the
north cast monsoon. A team of

officials will visit Mambai and
cities in Telangana to study the
early flood warning systemn
shortly.

_Omnce the system s commis-

along the Coowm, Adyar, Kosas-
thalalyar or the Buckingham
Canal.

More than 7 lakh buildings
are estimated to be locsted in
areas prone to fooding along
waterbodies.

A decision on commissioning
Real Time Decision Support
Systemn may also be taken after
a sty by Anna University.

The hydrology project is also

warn line agencies to take mez-
sures and avert humsn and
property loss by reguiation of
release of excess water.
Cuarrently. there is always &
danger of fooding in down-
stream areas of waterways and
in 120 waterbodies as the city
does mot have any system o
forecast how muuch water will
flow in each neighbourhood.
“With the help of the new

Gver 7 lakh buildings are estimated to be located in
areas prone to flooding along waterbodies. - riLe eroto

when water is released,” an offi-
clal said.

Decision on installing data
scamisition  system  staljons
comprising  automatic  rain
gauge, avlomatic climale sta-
tions and water love] recorders
in the catchmoent areas may be

with a different gradient when
compared to other cities. The
early flood warning sysiem
should be developed afier
studyving the drainage system
and developing a mechanisin fo
drain the water. Interconnect-
ing waterbodies will be crucial.

stoned,

issning  early
warning will be possible to pre-
venti loss of lives and property

flood

expected to allow the civic body
forecast likely rainfall in the
catchment area, enabling it fo

system, we may be able to issue
warning in advance to take
measures in downstreans areas

taken based on advice by Anna
Liniversity.
“Chennai

has topography

It ois yet to be dome”
N.Mathavan,
agement expert.

satd
a disaster man-

- Can WhatsApp, Twitter galvanise volunteers into ac‘uon‘?

Prince Frederick

CHERNAL: Dxue to unavoidably
shuggish flow of information,
the enfire scale of destrue
tion in the October 1943 Ma-
dras floods, argusbly the
worst the city has ever expe-
rieniced, became evident only
after the floodwsters had
subsided,

Heavy rainfall  between
Getober 4 and 10 led to dan-
gerous breaches in the en-
bankments of major rivers
and Iakes, including Cooum
and Adyar, bet a complele
pictire  of  the  damage
emerged only as late as Octo-
ber 14, Whatever followed
was fire-fighting, which was
hardly effective in most
cases. For example, it was
learnt later thut Perambur
was one of the worst-affected

drama,

In the past, lack of swiff communication hindered relief
work, {Above) Advar River in spate at Marmalong
Bridge in Saidapet — PHOTE: THE HINDU ARCHIVES

focalities, with eight people
belng swept away by the fu-
rious waters.

Experts say that today,
when technology often gives
slowly developing calamities
the characier of an unfolding

being  canght un-

wwares is unpardonable “Ina
Hood, social media, including
Twitler aird WhatsApp, pro-
vides the option of respon-
ding quickly 1o emergencies
as they arise. However, effec-
yive technologieal interven-
tiom  is

umtmg(‘nt [ Y]

effective use of this technol-
ogy. It alse entails mobilisa-
tion of volunteers and having
a plan much ahead of the
event,” says Professor RER.
Rrishnamurthy, head of the
departnient, applicd geology,
Madras University,

“A street-wise emergency
map has to be created, Vul-
nerable streets have o be
identified. Houses with se-
sior ¢itizens should be iden-
tified too. In the (limate
Insaster Resilience  Index
tiat the Madras University
prepared, together with the
Chennai Corporation and the
Kvoto University, this is ex-
actly what we did: identify
twi wards that were vulper-
able to floods. We arrived at &
streel-wise omlergency plan
for these wards,” explains
*rof. Krishnamurthy,

1t was a theoretical model
To make it workable, volun-
teering  groups showld be

brought on board. These

groups should provide con-
tact details - obviously one
that includes their Twitter
handies - ofthose of its mem-
bers who live in these flood-
prone greas. When these ar-
eas face a flood crisis, these
volunteers can be informed
about the situation immedi-
ately aid people can be balled
aut of danger.

There is a lesson from an-
other fload. The heart-rend-
ing image of two people
crished to death in their Ma-
ruti BOG in Mogappair defines
the 2005 Hood for us.

“It should nof take @ Hood
to show us that a tree is weak.
Smartphones and responsib-

Ie ¢itizens should be able o

do that much before harm be-
falls amyone. NGOs should
seach citizens the signs of de-
cay they shonld ook for 2
tree. The citizens can in turn
identify weak trees in their
neighbourhood, take pletures
of them and mail them to the
Corporation, which could

take proactive action,” savs
Shobha  Menon,  trustee-
founder, Nizhal,

Experts say in the event of
a Bood, residents of each
neighbourhood should kanow
the safest route to the nesrest
building that is not prone o
Booding, Each of the btwo
hundred wards shonid have
volunteers who would assist
residents, especially women
and children and senjor eiti-
vens, And, needless o say,

the entire process could be
Faeilitated by technology.
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K. Srinivasa Rao

SRIKAKULAM:  ITnsbated Hlegal
sand mining is posing a threat to
the bridge being constructed on
the Nagavali river as apprehen-
sions are rife that the excess ex-
cavation from the nearby ramp
wili be a blow to the strength of
the structure that will ensure
connectivity between old and
new Srikakuiam,

Around one lakh people living
in Gujaratipeta, PN Colony and
the 20 villages nearby have been
facing problems in reaching the
icore areas of Srikakulam after

the old bridge was dismantled

three years ago to make way for
| the new one. They now fear that
; the new bridge would not serve
i the purpose ifits strength is com-
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ON SHAKY GROUNO: Locals fear the bridge being
constructed on Nagavalt river will not be strong owing to
the rampant sand mining in nearby areas, - proTo: BASHEER

promised owing to the illegal
sand extraction.

Recently, the government
opened a sand ramp in Hayat-
nagar, near where the bridge is
coming up, and it has proved 2

gold mine for sand transporters.
Sand with estimated value of
more thay Rs.I crore is being lift-
ed every day from the ramp,
which is very close to the Nation-

al Highway 16. Further, of late

the Dercran Heardd { Bongharu
The Deccan Chronical { Hyderabad )
Contral Chronical [ $hopat )

illegal sand mining has become
rampant, aliegedly because of &
nexus between government offi-
oials and transporters.

The local people of Hayatnagar
recently took to the streets alleg-
ing that sand was being trans-
ported Hlegally for the reach by
lorries and tractors in the night
to which officials were turning a
Hind eye,

Probe demanded

lLeading the protest, YSRC
leader Dharmana Prasada Rao
demanded a thorough probe into
the allegations and steps for the
protection of new bridge.

“Iliegal mining continues un-

B 1911 et D110 1 A et et J=1011) sl sl QIO

Sand mining endangérs nev bridge in Srikakulam

abated from near the bridge in
violation of the Water, Land Tree
Act-2002 which says that ssnd
excavation must not be under-
taken near the bridge as it would
lead to the collapse of the struc-
ture owing o fack of strength,”
YSRC leader Gumma Nagesh
told The Hindw. What is the use
of spending crores of supees on
the works, if the govt. fails to pro-

“tect 17 he asked.

Asked about the malpractice,
Srikakuiam Collector P. Lakshm
Narasimham said that the issue
would be referred to the Roads
and Buildings Department and a
field inspection would he con-
ducted soon.
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Houses submerged in floodwater in Chaygaon area in

Kamrup district of Assam on Sunday. n :

GUWAMATI, DHNS: Assam .

gmmf Rsssgasaskedt:{reCenw Normal life hitas

tre for crore assistance ‘

for relief, rehabilitation and re- rain |35m5 N

pair works following the mas-  After witniessing dry

sivefloodsthatclaimed 34 Jives  weather for a week, nor-

andstranded 8.33 1akhpeople.  mal life was thrown off

" Despite the stoppage of tor-  gear in Tamil Nadu with

rential raing, flood situationin  isolated rain, under the in-

the state showed little signs of  fluence of the south-west

abating as major rivers flew  monsoon, lashing the

overdangermarkandimundat-  state since Sunday nighe,

ed more dry land. DHNS reports from Chen-

*We will seek Rs 500 crore  nai, The intensifying

as an interim rebief from the  south-west monsoon trig-

Centre. Manyareasarestfun-  gered rains in 15 districts

der water, so the final assess-  except capital Chennai

ment of damages will take  and the weatherman has

some time,” Assam Chief Min-  predicted rains in the next

ister Tarun Gogoi saidina  ‘twodays.

press conference in state capi- .

tal Dispur. “Assoon asthewa-  roads, embankments, bridges

ter level goes down, we will  and othervitalinfrastructure,”
Gogotadded. ;

start assessing the damages of

HE W
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Low dam levels porten
Im power situation

Drastic drop in generation at Sharavathi, Linganamakki hydel plants likely

fripathunga S K

HIVAMGGGA: As predicted
y the india Meteorslogicai
Jepartment (IMD), it has
HEEN @ WeaH monsoon so far
N the Malnad region, The
fistrict has not received co-
HOLIS rains in August, the
hirg month of the rainy
eason, so far Hisllkely to
ave an adverse impact on
fectricity generation at the
haravathi Hydro Electric
roject, the backbone of the
tate's power generation,

According to Sharavathi
hicf engineer (electrical) Shiv-
ji, the plant generates 5,060

siffion units (MU) of power  Aview of the Linganamalki reservoir, pi rie proto

er annum. It is feared that

rere would be a shortfall of level of Linganamakki dam in  power generated in the State,
round 3,000 MU this year, f  the coming days, The plant & senerates H) to 1T M of pow-
ereis no drasticrise inwater  contributes 23 per cent of the  er per day. The Sharavathi

power station, with its 10 units,
has an installed capacity of
1035 MW and the power
house at the Linganamakki
reservoir, with two units, has
aninstaBed capacity of 55 MW,

According to the dam au-
therities, the water level was st
L787 feet against the maxi-
murn level of 1,819 feet on A
gust 24, Interestingly, the water
fevel was 1814.50 feet on the
same day last year. This figure
clearly indicates that the dam
is unlikely to reach #ts maxi-
muim fevel in the remaining
days of the rainy season as it is
stil short of 32 feet. Had the
water level crossed 1,806 feet,
it should have been possible.
But now, the possibilities of the
dam reaching the brim are Jess,
they said,

They said that they could
generate power from the Ma-

hatma Gandhi, Sharavathi,
Linganamakki and Gerusoppa
power plants enly for 90 days,
if the government demands for
MaxieniT capacity power gen-
eration. A total powerof 22 M)
could be generated from these
plants per day. Buz 9,000
cusecs of water has to be used
for the purpose,

Speaking to Deccann Herald
over the phone, Sharavathi Hy-
dro Power Station chief engi-
neer {electrical) Shivaji said,
“We have not received any di
rection from the government
on reducing or stopping power
generaton in the plant, The
purchase of power from other
states and utilisation of power
generated from other sources
of energy are necessary as the
dam is unlikely o reach its
mar Jevel this year”

DH News Service

=
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The NH 37 was closed to traffic as a result of the domqge caused by flood waters at Panchgram in h’azlakanda district, on
Sunday. -~ UB Photos

e an T2 b, Guivdadr , 2577 ) 57

Peapie ochmgun near Bhergaon in belongi
mgm districtmovingto s lac
. after their village was ravaged by ﬂoad, on ﬁondgﬁp%%iﬁfw b



9.6 3ike ¥ - : N 1/ "1 OIFEEE ST
B ..., & Bresaiddae orarere ux i genliRia sstofst/ sig dgssdl AATAR

The Deccan Hearld { Bengluru )
The Dececan Chronical { Hyderabad |
Central Chronical { Bhopal )

The Assam Tribune { Guwahati ]
The Times of India { Mumbai }
The Telegraph { Kolkata }

Hindustan Times { Dethi }
satoa eao ( Fedh)

The Tribune { Chandigarh }

L}l(e Hindu { Chennat }

feaggea ( qes )

" Water release from "5t% s
‘Mettur dam stepped up

Special Correspondent

SALEM: Water release from
the Mettar dam was stepped
up to 13,502 cusecs on
Tuesday.

The release was reduced
by 3,000 cusecs {from 13,500
cusecs to 10,500 cusecs) on
Sunday owing to widespread
of rainfal} in the Cauvery del-

ta districts where samba cul

tivation is in progress.
As the rainfall stopped in
the delta region, the release

i

was stepped up on Tuesday.
The dam continued fo re-
ceive good inflow owing fo
rainfali in the catchment of
the Cauvery in Karnataka,

21,030 cusecs

The dam received 21,030
cusecs on Tuesday and water
fevel rose to 93.08 feet
sgainst its full level of 120
feet. The storage foo im-
proved to 56.21 tmc £t against

“the full capacity of 93.470

tme ft, FWE sources said,




Govt not serious about
seismic wreat to city: HC

WMS&@:
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NEW DELHE About 90% of bufldings
in the capital are not structurally
equipped to withstand a seismie
zone (S£) IV earthauake but the
Centre and Dethi government are
“not interested” ntaking any cor
rective measures, the Dethi high
court said on Wednesday,

Saying that the government
was waifing for a "disaster to
happen”, a bench of justice
B Ahmed and justice Sanjeev
Sachdeva directed the Centre
and Dethi government to give i
status repert on action taken so
far to ensurs structural integrity
of buildings.

The court sald it was foreed to
stepin on the issue as noneof the
authorities were doing their job.

*Only 10% of buildings mMCD
areas are earthauake safety norm
compliant, that means 9 out of
18 huildings will flatten when
earthquake comes. So, how metich

population will be wiped out,”
the bench asked the Centre and
MCD's counsel.

Delhi witha popuiation of over
1 $crove falis in seismic zone{SZ)
IV, 4 high-damage risk zone that
can expect the second highest
level of earthquakes.

“Only 2% of the capital'sareas
areplanned or approved while the
rest 75% s unplanned or unay-
thorised. There are 17,008 gnag
thorised colonies with no layout
plan but they are in the process
of regularisation,” the HC said.

In its affidavit, filed at the HC,
the MCE has said that old huild-
ings and those in the unplanned
areas do nof have the record of
their design and drawing details.

“The corporation is plan
ning to seek help of T Delhi,
Central Building Research
institute, Roorkee, RITES,
Indian Assoclation of Structural
Enginesrs Association, ete, to sug-
gest ways and mesans of ascer
taining the structural infegrify

of these buiidings and steps to
sirengthen or retrofitting require.
ments in accordance with the
provision of modified building
Hyelaws,” the MCE counse] said.

The eounsel said the corpora:
tion is planning to Iaunch a public
awareness programme in which
peopleliving in budldings of about
A0or more years old will e asked
to obtain structural fnegs certift
cate for their building from the
empanelied soructursi engineers,

The bench took strong objec
tion o the absence of any repre-
sentation from Dethi government
inthe case.

“Unien of India and Delhi gov-
ernment arenot interested (inthe
issuie), And MCD is allowing all
Kindsof rampant Hlegal constrac
ton,” the bench said, seeking
their response within fwo weeks.
The court was hearing a PilL filed
hy advocate Arpit Bhargava seek:
ing directions fo immediately
determine seismic stability of
buiidings in Dethi,




Encroachments along 27km,”

nleier ioriet munirhed

J- 2T LE G0 v

of Yamuna to be removed

Tinees NEws NETWORK

New Dethi:The Deihigovern
ment ang the Centre have de-
cided that encroachments
along 27km of the Yamunaz
barkswiiibetremoved tomake
space for riverfront develop-
ment. Chief minister Arvind

 Keiriwai met Union water re-
. sources minister Uma Bhartl,
! transport minister Nitin Gad
© kari and urban development
" minister, M Venkaiah Naidu
. on Wednesdaytodiscussplans

for a special purpose vehicle
{SPV) for reviving Yamuna,
Delki miniaters Kapll Mishra
and Satvenday Jain were also
present.

it was also agreed that a
six-member commitiee head:

; edbythesecretary ministryof

water resources, wili beset up
to study various options for
cleaningof the4dkm stretchof
Yarnuna fowing through Del
hiand neighbouring states.
According to a note by the
minishry of urban develop-
ment, Keiriwal suggested that
cleaning of Yamuna couid be

GOVT ORDER

taken up without the govers-
ment spendingon itand that it
can even generate surpiusrev-
entie instead, Hesald thatland
on hoth sides of the river over
2 27km stretch is with the Tel
hi government. DDA and the
Delhi government would take
the responsibility of clearing
theencroachmentson it
MNaidu suggested forma

tion of a commitice of secre
taries of various ministries
and Deihi government depart
ments for examining various
options and submitting a re-
port on feaslble options. The
committee will submit its re-
port by September, 2015,

At the meeting, Gadkart
has discussed the waterways
profectthat can be implement
ed to make Yamuna navigable.
Touriem and water minister
Mishra tweeted, “Great 10 see
Naidu, Gadkart and iUma
Hhartiff listen to us. We hope
ey helpusiransform Dethi”

O had reported on Au
gust 13 that $PV will fanction
onithe linesof theDeihi Metro
and will singniarly carry out
and monitor development of
theriver and riverfront.



‘ .
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwat met Minister of Urban\ﬁve}émem\fenkaiah Naidht, Union
Water Resources Minister Uma Bharti and Minister of Road Transport and Highways Nitin
GadKari, to discuss the joint effort between the {entre and the Delhi government to clean up
yamuna river, in New Delhi on Wednesday. The Centre hassetupa six-member committee
to study the 'clean-up' of Yamunaand submit a report on it by September. Amit Mehie
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THE COMMITTEE WILL BE FORMED
UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF
THE WATER RESOURCES MINISTRY
SECRETARY AND IT HAS BEEN
GIVEN A MANGATE TO STUOY
VARIOUS ASPECTS

Staff Reporter

he suceess of the Dethi Metro rail
project, it was decided at a Cen-
tre-Delli government meet on
Wednesday, would likely be rep-
licated to clean up the Yamunain
the Capital, make it a hub for tou-
rism, and address the drinking
water woes of people.

A six-member  committec
comprising officials from the
nfon Ministries of Water Re-
sources, Urban Development,
Surface Transport, and Environ-
ment; the Delhi Development
Authority  (DDA); and several
others departments under the
Delhi government has been con-
stituted to prepare a report by
September 30,

The decision 1o form {he com-
mittee, which would formulate a
roadmap for cleaning the river,
was taken at a meeting attended
by Union Ministers M. Venkaiah
Naidy, Uma Bharti, Nitin Gad-
kari, and Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Keiriwal, Mz Keiriwal
had sought the participation of
Mr. Gadkari and Mr. Naidu for
the purpose at an interaction
with Ms. Bharti earlier this
maonth,

“The commitiee will be formed
under the chairmanship of the
Water Resources Ministry secre-

STATE

MAKING IT A TOURIST HUB ON THE LINES OF INDIA %MEDESQUSSEU

Clean Yamuna: panel to
submit report by Sept. 30

Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal with Union Urban Development Minister M. Venhaiah
Naidu and Union Water Resources Minister Uma Bharti at a meeting over cleaning the
Yamuna in New Delhi on Wednesday. — pHoTo: SANDEEP SAXENA '

tary and it has been given a man-
date to study various aspects,
including a suggestion to have a
special purpose vehicle, because
the suggestion isthat it canbe on
the model of the Delhi Metro,
where the State and the Centre

join jands” Mr Naidu told re-

porters after the meeting,
“Already the DDA has made
some proposals. The Water Re-
sources Ministry too has come up
with its proposals.. They will
come up with a final report,” the
Union Urban Development Min-

istet said. -

Noting that the possibility of
inlanct transport across the Ya-
muna would be explored to facil-
itate cargo movement, Mr. Naidn
said that issues such as utilising
recycled water, beantification of
river banks, and providing clean
water for Delhiites  were
discussed.

The Minister said that they
were looking at making the river
a tourist attraction on the lines of
IndiaGate. Delhi Tourism Minis-
ter Kapil Mishra said that the is-

sue of harvesting rainwater and
fioodwater inthe Yamuna was al-
so discussed at the meeting.

Mr. Kejriwal and Ms. Bharti
had, on August 8, agreed to set up
4 special purpose vehicle for the
cleaning and rejuvenation of the
river in line with which it had
been agreed to prepare a blue-
print in the next 45 days.

For feedback, please mai us at
citveditordethi@thehindu.coin




YAMUNA CLEANING: GOUT

SETS UP 6-MEMBER PANEL

A SPECIALPURPOSE \/EHICLE Wi LL BE FORMED TO AID CLEAN%NG PROCESS

STIESMAN NEWS SERVISE

New Dreihi, 28 Augus!

Concerned overthe increas
ing poliution of the Yamu-
na flowmg throngh the Cap-
ital, the Centre, in consul-
tation with the Delhi Gov-
aernment, has sel np a six
menther committes foshudy
varionsoptions forcleaning
the 449-Xin streich of the
rivern

Thisdecision wastaken
al a meeting chaired by
Minister of Urban Devel-
opinent M Venkaiah Naidu
today which was attended by
Dethi Chief Arvind Kelriwal,
Dethi W1 Minister Satven-
dra Jainand Delhi Jal Board
chairman Kapil Misra.

The Central government
was represented by Union
Water Resources Minister
tma Bharati, Surface
Transport and Shipping
Minister NitinGadkariand
setior officials. The meet-
ing discussed various

{relhi Chief Minister Arvind Keaftwai Eion Minister Urna Bharti with ML

Venkaiah Naidu. Minister of Urban Bevelopment, in the Capital on

Wetiﬁesday 5N5

options, including forma-
tion of a special purpose
vehicle, for undertaking
the work of cleaningof the
Yamina with the Centre,
Dethi govermment and Delhi
Development Authority
undertaking respective
works in a svnchronised
manner.

Mr Kejriwal suggested

mat cieanzng of ‘hmuna
could be taken up without
the gover nments spending
on i and even generating
surphis revenues, He said
land onboththe sidesof the
riverovera 27-km strefch is
with Delhi government and
the rest with DDA,

Mr Keiriwal said Delhi
government would take the

responsibility of elearingthe
encroachments.

After discussions, Mr
Naldnsuggested formation
of a committes for exam-
ining various options and
submitting a report on fea-
sible options which was
accepted hy all.

The six-member com-
mittee 1o he headed by Sec-
retary (Water Resources),
will include representatives
of the Ministries of Urban
Development, Water
Resources, Surface Trans-
port, Environment hegides
the Delhi Government,

The commities will
subinit s report by Sep
tember for further consid-
eration by the Centre and
frelhi government. Ny
Naidu sald cleaning of
Yamuna woudd ensure clean
water in the river, beauti-
fication of river banks,
recycling of water and pro-
motion of inland water-
ways in the river.
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Six-member panel set
up to clean Yamuna’/*

The committee will submit report next month

Syep ALt AHMED

TRIBENL NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHY, AUGUST 26

A six-member commitiee
has been sei up fo study

various options for clean-.

ing the 49-km stretch of
the Yamuna flowing
through Delhi. The deci-
sion was taken a! a meet-
ing chaired by thé Minis-
ter of Urban Development
M. Venkaiah Naidu today.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal accompanied by
PWD Minister Satyendra
Jain and Delhi Jal Board
Chairman Kapil Misra,
Union Water Resources
Minister Uma Bharati and
Surface Transport and
Shipping Minister Nitin
Gadkari and senior offi-

cials .from respective
departments attended the

" meeting, sources said,

Various options, includ-
ing formation of a special
purpose vehicle for under-
taking the work of clean-
ing the river, were dis-
cussed.

According to the
sources, Kejriwal suggest-
ed that cleaning the
Yamuna couid be taken up
even without the govern-
ment's spending anything
on the fask He said that
land on both the sides of
river over a 27-km stretch
is with the Delhi Govern-
ment and the rest with the
DDA while the Delhi Gov-
ernment would clear the
encroachments,

After discussions, Naidu
suggested formation of a
committee to examine
various options ahd sub-
mitting a report on it
which was aceepted by all.

The six-member com-
mittee to be headed by the
Secretary (Water
Resources), Union gov-
ernment, will include rep-
regsentatives of the Min-
isiries of Urban
Pevelopment, Water
Resources, Surface Trans-
port, Environment
besides those of the Delhi
Government.

The committee will sub-
mit its report in Seplem-
ber for further considera-
tion by the governments
of India and Delhi.
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