DJB to supply more .
recycled water for 1
cooling &

u'rlgatlon
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NEW BELHE The Dethi Jal Board
alms fo increase the use of
recycled water to 40% from the
present 25% which will help
meet the puarposes of agricul
ture, horticuiinre and washing.

The water utility produces

arcund 2,146 million litres of
recycled water across its 38
Waste Water Treatment Plants
{WWTPs) and the agencies are
heing supplied this water ata sub-
sidised rate of %7 per kile litre.

Delhi is heavily dependent
on groandwater for mesting s
water requirements and gov-
srnment agencies have been
focussing on re-use of water for
purpeses other than drinking so
that optimal use of the resource
cottid be ensure.

According a2 DJB release, 2
serigs of meetings were held
with organisations which have
the potential to use recycied
water.

The Delki Development
Authority (DDA)Y, South Deihi
Municipal Corporation and
Pragati Power Corporation

THE WATER UTILITY
PRODUCES 2,100
MILLION LITRES OF
RECYCLED WATER
ACROSS ITS 3D WASTE

Limited have submitted their
requirements for recycled waste
water fo the Delhi Jal Board,
which is working om plans to pro-
vide reguiarised water to them.

“Beputy chief minister
Manish Sisodia has directed all
organisations to submit their
action plans for closing their
tubewelis and using recycled
water for horticulitural purpos
¢s5,” the DJH said in the release.

Agcording to the water utility
hulk consumers such as DDA,
the municipal corporations,
PTC depots, power plants and
industriad units have been iden
tified for supply of additional
recycied water, At present, 25%
of treated water is being used
for irrigation, horticulture and
cocling in power plants by vard
ous agenocies,
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Capital to get first automatic,
self-watering park in S Delhi

Soumya Pillai .
w sy pitaBlind ustantioes oo

“+ NEW PELHE The Commonweaith
Park near Saroiini Nagar Market
in socuih Dethi is 5008 set io be
renovated as the Capital's first
automatic, self watering park.

The New Deihi Municipal
Couneil (INDMC) will use a sys
tem based on rainwater harvest-
ing where the 2.5-acre park will
he watered agtomatically once
every three hours, No manual
intervertion will be required for
the process, say those handling
the project. The work on the self
irrigating park is likely to he
completed by the end of the year.

“The system wili work on the
traditional reservoir setup. The
e maintained with zero wast:
age of resources,” said Naresh
Kugnar, chairmanr of NDMC.

According fo the plan, a water
reservoir of 4 capaeity of 50,008
litres will be set up, which wili be
cormected foancther smaller tank
called e rainwater harvesting pit.

Whenever it rains, the excess
water from the reseyvoir wiil
overflow info the adjzcent pit.

“The rainwater harvesting pit
wil be coated with a Japanese
geosynthetic mesh which will
save water from getting sucked
by the cement tank. The water
also gets absorbed when it is
transferred io the underground
tank. All these measures will
ensure that wastage is mini
mised,” said a sentor engineer,
handling the project.

NDMC to implement a system based on rainwater .
harvesting, no manual intervention required, say officials -
gass o v HOWAT WILL FUNCTION
obd aTes Stap 1: Water reservoir of 50,000 litres
Areaofvark . .- will be setup
gy Step ) Excess water from reservolr
’ ¥ wilt fiow to adjacent rainwater
* Number of trees haryesting pit
. Step 3; From harvesting pit, water will
3M go to underground water tank at 2
Number of shrubs  depthof 150t
£ A Stap 4 Water from undergzound tank
SRl aite umped into sprinklers with
. 'Wmm & plpes and sprayed on plants every
Ralwater and three hours
i R olr will be BENEFITS OF THE SYSTEM
Hkezpootina ~ ® Interconnected tanks will ensure
{andscaped vark, zers wastage of water
wiliget supply  wNo manual intesvesition will be
from NDMC neaded to water the plants
m%m u Interconnectad tanks will ensure
ze10 wastage of water
Underground pipeswillbelaid  info a park in 2019, ahead of
around the park to pump water  the Commonwealth Games in
from the tank into ten sprinkiers  fhe Capital, “The initial idea of
at various pointsinthepark.  ~ the park was fo plant a sapling
The Commonwealth Park  fomeachof the Commonweaith
currently has 267 frees and  couniries. But now we have
3,000 shrubs, And more than 15 taken this further and ure plant
saplings from various countries  ingasapling from ail countries
such as Thailand, fndonesia, of the world,” said Kumar
Nepal and Pakistarn are being Simitarly, 147 rainwater har
planted there. vesting plants will be set up in
The area wasearliera cement  various points in the NDMC
godown that was converted Jurisdiction.
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No Sabarmati-type

revival for Yamuna
river: AAP govt \> ¢

Mallica Joshi
o pshiBhindustantimes. com

NEW DELHE Development of
the Yamuna riverfront will
net happen along the lines of
the Sabarmati River front,
Delhi water minister, Kapi
Mishra said,

“We are not looking at the
Sabarmati riverfront as 2
model, That doess't even have
water from The Sabarmati River.
We want the river revival to be
ecological,” he said,

The river front, instead, will
be revived ecologically by creat-
ing a green mesh around it.

Dethiehief minister Arvindg
Keiriwal and Unlon Water
Resauroes minister tima Bhart,
1ast week, decided fo create &
spetial purpose vehicle (SPV)
along the lines of the Delhi
Metro Rait Corporation for the
Yamuna clean-up. After the
meeting, Bhart} had said that
fhe Yamuna river front will be
developed like the Sabarmati
riverfront.

The next 45-days will decide
what exactly the SPV will do.
The idea, according to the Dedhi
government officials, is tocreate
an overarching body to imple
ment the clean-up plan. The
body is envisioned to have pow:
ers to take any decision when
it comes to the river clsan-up.

Agcording to a plan submit-
ted to the lientenant governor
by ecologist CR Babu, the whole
53 kilometre river front from
Palla to Jaitpur can be developed
for multiple benefits, According
tothe plan, the existingembank:
ments will be used to developa
green mesh - using plants, herhs
and frees.

In the river floodplain, wet

We are not looking

at the Sabarmati
riverfront as a model.
That doesn't even have
water from the Sabarmati
River, We want an
ecological revival of river.

KAPHE MISHRA,
Delhi water minister

lands will be created. These
wetlands can serve the purpos
of protecting the river and cleasy
ing the impurities that eventd .
ally flow into the river as well,
Wetiands, with a variety of
plants that are used, are very
effective at treating sewerage.
In some ¢ases, they are more
effactive than sewage freatment
plants.

A project to use wetlands
to ireat sewage is already
under congiruction by DA
at Barapulla. The toilet to tap
pilot project also used biofilters
in the form of stones, soi and
plants. The floodplains, too, will
he developed in a shmilar man
ner under the plan.

fco parks, walkways and
eycle tracks will also be davel:
oped to bring people closer 10
the river

The probiem with the imple-
mentation of the plan, however,
35 the multiplicity of agencies
involved. While most of the
land around the river isowned
by DDA, the authorities that are
yesponsible for the river and its
watey are many.

The SPV, if it gefs the powers
o make all decision pertaining
10 the river, will have the author-
ity fo implement the plan.
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NEW D81 HE A switch fo organic
agriculture ¢ould end the
probiems of agrarian distress
for farmers and foxic food
and groundwater congump-
tion for consumers, a stabu-

tory committee of
Parliament has told the
Iinion goverament.

The Committee on FEsti-
mates headed by senior Bha-
rativa Janata Party leader
Murli Manohar Joshi has
asked the government to for-
mulate a national policy on
organic farming to systemat-
ically tackie the “adverse
consequences of chemical-
based farming.”

¥ has alse recommended
establishing an Organic Fi-
nance and Development Cor-
poration for farming. The
committee has set a six-
month time frame for the
government to act on its
recommendations,

The committee’s findings
point cut to a severe decline
in sofl health that will take
three to five years to restore
in aréas where chemical
farming is replaced with oz-
ganic farming. “In areas like
Punjab it could take longer.
Ordinarily, it is a self reju-
venating process that starts
ence the change is effected
and completes within three
to fivé years,” Py, Joshi told
The Hindu:

The committes, in its re-
port, tabled in the Lok Sabha
on August 13, pointad out to
the fact that soil health in
Punjab had severely deterio-

Go in for or
v

The Committee on Estimates has asked the government to formulate a
‘national policy an organic farming to systematically tackle the "adverse

consequences of chemical-based farming.” - FiLe pHoTo:

This will end
agrarian distress and
improve soil health,
says committee * -

[

rated over the decades. “The
unscientific use of NPK iNi-
trogen, Phosphorous and Po-
tassium] based wuirients
shockingly reached up to an
alarming level of 39:9:1 in
Puniab against the ideal ratio
of 4:2:1,” the report said. The
national average ratio was
7:3:1, leading to a situation in
which the current agricuitu-
ral yield against the use of
one kg of NPK-based nutri-
ents was down from 50 kg to
barely 10 kg.

FEU HA KONWAR

groundwater and water bod-
les nearby, endangering
health,

Organic farming would
have a “cascading effect,” the

This skewed ratio was &
crucial contributor to agrar-
tan distress with farmers and
experts often complaining
that agricuiture had become

alosing proposition. committee chajrman said. “It
. can raise the level of employ-
Fertilizer abuse ment in agriculture by 30 per
“rhe naticnal average cent and reduce fertilizer

subsidy frors about Rs.
80,000 crore by three-
fowrths,” Pr. Joshi said,

The committee had also
suggested &xing higher Mini-
mum Support Price for orga-
ni¢c crops and making the
Ministry of Agriculture the
nodal ministry for ali related
activities from irrigation,
certification of organic pro-
duce to standards and pat-
ents, which currently come
under different Ministries,

gives an incomaplete picture
because chemical-based fer-
titizer abuse is concentrated
in pockets. Unfortunately,
these have been high yield ar-
cas for decades where the
output is now sharply declin-
ing,™ agricaiture expert De-
vinder Sharma said, He said
studies had “conclusively
shown” that only 40 per cent
of the fertitizer was absorbed
by the plants ard the rest
made itz way to the soil,




Rain washes awayroads
appletransportation hit

Kuipgar CHAUEAN

TREFLENE NEWS SERVECE

SHIMLA, AVGUST 14

Flash fleeds in the surg-
ing nullahs have washed
away the Maroag-Gorli
link road, damaged the
Dopti-Pabaas link
road in Chopal and
snapped the link roads in
Madhavani, Theog.

As a result, the irans-
portation of appie to the
markets has been hif,
exposing the ili-prepared-
ness of the Public Works
Department {PWD), The
apple season has started
but the damaged link
roads are giving a harrow-
ing time {o farmers.

Akshay  Bragla, an
orchardist from Maroag, said
“There has been no loss of
life but the road was washed
away by the surging
Patawani nulizh this morn-
ing. The apple cartons
packed for transportation
wili start rotting soon as the
PWD is yet to depute
machinery o clear the road.”

The  Chopal-Shantha-
Dewat, Dopti-Pabaas-Shi-
likain, Maroag-Matal and
Chopai-Bambrar link
rpads have turned inio
slush, hitting fruit trans-
poriation, but the PWD is
vet to take steps for has-
sle-free trangportation of
the preduce to markets,
farmers rued.

: The piight of farmers in
¢ Rohru and Jubbal-Kotkhai
was worse. All claims of
the PFWD and the state gov-
ernmeni siood exposed
as the Kotkhai-Kharap-
athar-Paraunthi siretch of
the Theog-Hatkoti road
had become uninoiorable,
said Brijmochan Chauhan,

i

Road washed away after heavy rainfall at MarOag. TRIBUNE PHOTO

Services restored at Dharampur bus stand |
Mangl: DC Sandeep Kadam said on Fﬂday that -
transport facilities had been restored at Bharatipur
biis stand. Heavy rainfall had submerged the bus
stand and damaged nearly 12 buses last Saturday.
The DC said the administration was making every.
gffortto pmvlde ralief to'the people affected by the
heavy rainfall in Dharampur. A-sum of Rs 25 ldkh
had been disbursed among the affected families, he

said and added that the SDM, Naib Tehslidar, Block
Development Officer, and offictals of other
departments were visiting the affected areas 1o
assess losses and provide relief. The BC power.
supply and water supﬁly had been restored in most

v;ilages‘ - TNS

an grchardist from
Kiari, Kotkhai.

The link roads in Theog
have also suffered exten-
give damage.

Meanwhile, Shimla
Deputy Commissioner
Dinesh Malhoira said the
major roads were open and
as many as 43.9 iakh car-
{ons had been transporied
to the markets till today.
The PWD had restored the
link roads socn affer rain

stopped as machinery was
kept on standby.

On the Kotkhai-Paraun-
thi road streteh, the {rans-
port was on, but there
were spois which had
become slushy due to the
continuing spells of rain,
These peints had lost lay-
ers due to the cutting of
road. But these were filled
from time 1o time {0 make
transportaiion hassle-free,
he ada8¥™




North India running ou

TREBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, AUGUST 14
The worst fears sbowt the
northemn region of the coun-
try rapidly losing ifs ground-
water have been confirmed,
The National Aeronautics
and Space Administration's
(NASA) satellite imagery
made available to the Contre
warns of subsoil water deple.
tion in these states,

The NASA report forward-
ed tothe Punjab Government
by the Union Ministey of
Agriculture  says  that
“beneath north India’s jr-
gated flelds, the groundwater
has been disappearing”. “Tt s
being pumped out and con.
sumed for human activities,

=340

become severely short

# A NASA report forwarded to Punjab by the Union Agricul-
ture Ministry says groundwater beneath north ingia's iri-
gated fields is being used for human activities faster than
it can be replenished by natural processes

# it says groundwater depietion
Rajasthan is due to staggerin
economic development and
% The report warns that if Hmel
agricuiture output will collapse and potable water wilt -

inn Punjah, Harvana and

£ popuiation growth, rapid
water-hungry farms
¥ measures are not taken,

principally to irrigate Crop-
land, faster than the aquifers
can be replenished by natural
processes such as rainwater”
the report says,

Union  Agriculture Min-
istry's Joint Secretary RB
Sinha has urged Puniab to
immediately take steps to
check the steep fall in water

table. Union Agriculture Sec-
retary Shairaz Hussain also
met Punjab Irrigation and
Agricuiture Department offi-
cials recenily and asked
them to arrest the declining
waler table,

“If measures are not taken
o ensure sustainable ground-
waler usage, the conse-

quences for a large segment
of population of the region
may include a collapse of agri-
culture output and severe
shortage of potable water”
the report warns.

It further says that the
north Indian states of Pun-
Jab, Haryana and Rajasthan
have ol ingredients for

t of water, confirms NASA

groundwiter depletion -
staggering popuiation
growth, rapid economic
development and water-hun-
gry farms, which account for _
93 per cent of the groundwa-
ter use in the region. :

The twin satellites of -
NABA's Gravity Recovery
and Climate Fxperiment
{(GRACE} can sense mimute
changes inthe earth’s gravi-
ty field and associated mass
distribution, including water
masses  stored above or
below the earth's surface. As
ihe satellites orbit 360 miles
above the earth’s surface,
thelr positions change in
response {o the variations in
the gravity pulil,

CONTINUED ON g
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Eventhei’umab Imgazmn
Department's latest réport
ont subsoil water says that
the average fall in water
{able in central Punjab was
20 cm per annum from 1980
o 1800, 25 cm from 1890 o
2000, 75 cm from 2005 to
2008, 45 cm from 2008-2013
and 70 em in 2014-15;

the state in 201415 and 1t was
4 mis in Jalandhar west
region of Doaba belt. Of the
total 138. blocks put under

-observation for water asgess-

ment, 105 are over exploited
inthestate, Only 26 blocks are
in the safe category Jn half of
Puniab, the water level from
the surface level has gone
dmmﬁwnlﬁmtstoaamts §.
equally critical
development is decline in the
ﬂawoi’mtermﬁammdﬁeas
rivers, It has come down o |

_ I3.38MAFa3perﬂ;ezatest:

fiow series of 1081.2013. The -
deciine in the flow will Jessen -
the percolation of surface
water in the subsoil, thus fur-
ther harming the water table,
Hwill also adversely affect the
irrigation of the land via canal

move away from paddy-
wheat rotation and opf for

less water-consuming cmps.
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No qmck fixes for

Tomorrow JEIR Good

Snuiece: SAFAREMOES-HTM- I (30 stations}

Hyderabad JrsJ Good

Kolkata Good

Mumbai Good

U5 Embassy data caiculated as per indian
stapdards by SAFAREMOES-IFT M-I

Haset on § Stafion Data Per City at 4pm

l?shm.ﬂmdi
@tigesgroup.com

New Delhi: Yamuna water in
Delbiand nearby isaliexcreta
and effiuent, several reports
inciuding Central Pollution
Control Board's latest assess-
mentatinterstateborders has
shown., No guick fixes can
bring it back from the brink,
which is why ensuring ecolog
ical flow is on top of the Na-
tondl Green Tribunal’s agen-
dafortheriver

A prindipal committee
constituted by
NGT isnow con-
sidering a pro-
posai wherein a
manmade reservoir taps the
river water during high flow
and then releases it back dur-
ing the lean seassen of Janu-
ary, February and March so
thatthere isfresh water inthe
river continuously

“Tt*s not a dam bat a reseg.
veir Theamount of water that
¢an be put back into the river
inthe lean season hastobe in-
¢creased In & phased manner
over time,” Manoj Mishra of
Yamuna Jive Abhivan told
TOL. His petition in NGT

CLEAN RIVER

against the precariousstate caf
Yamuna led to the tribunal
forming this principal com-
mittee headed by the secreta-
ry, ministry of water re
sourees, Shashi Shekhar

Such a reservolr is only
oneamong several things that
may have tobedone togivelife
to the river Others will in-
volve trade-offs Hke slashing
drinking, irrigation and in-
dustrial needs.

“The principal commitiee
hasarrivedatanestimatethat
the flow in Hathnikung dur-
ing the lean
season should
be the mini
mum flow in
Yamuna yearround.  Buat
where will this water come
from? It may mean Harvana
reducing its  agricutural
needs. The five river sharing
states (Haryana, Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh
and Rajasthanthave to work it
out,” says C R Baby, professor
emeritus, Delhi University
and amember of the commit-
tee. A 1994 MoU between these
states has allocated water in
way that nofresh water flow is
left for the river in Delhi.

lnnocuous though it may
seem, the ecologicalfiow issue
can creste much inter-state
friction. Ammonia levels in
the water discharged from Ha-
ryana often impacts supply in

Delhi. Rationing water ex-
traction may now add to the
hostilities.

“The demand for water
cannot keep rising # will
have to fail now This is why

one of Natlonal Water Mis.
sion’s aims is to enhance the
efficiency of water usage by
20% and use the saved water
for theriver,” said professor A
¥ Gosaimof IIT Belhi,

A RIVER DYING BIT BY BIT

70 cumecs

The flow at Hathnikund barrage during the lean
season is the ecofogical fiow that should be
10 cumecs maintainesd thmughout the pethi stretch of Yamuna

*MPN = Most Probable Number
Source: Centrat Pollution Control Board

Dlsseived Oxygen (DO} | 5 my/ or more

Fotal cofiform § 5,000 MPK/106 ml or less
Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD} | 3mg/t or fess
Totai Dissolved Solids {YDS) | 1508 mg/t

Fecal Collform | 5,008 MPN/166 mi or jess

Mohena- 4 1905 | 33,000- 9300-
Palwal Road | 2005-13 | 012 | 237 34107 | 1y | 1130,00,000 | 1.0500.000
Buriya/ 4500- S00-
Mando  |20052013| 10120 | 14 | 222 | 62224 | 50 MO0 1 900

7000- 1900-
patla 20052012 | 55107 | 14 | 327 | 124394 | 7000 17700000
STANDARD ;
For bathing quality water:

'decl ining ecological flow in Yamuna

(Gosain believes the proc-
ess of restoring ecological
flow ean be challenging
“Groundwater has been aver
extracted in many parts, This
has affected the surface and
groundwater interaction. So
even { Yamuna is given a flow
thatmay beseeped inby areas
where groundwater has been
overextracied,” hesaid, point-
ingoutseveralaress inHarva-
na and Delld where ground-
water aguifers are depleting
alarmingly.

A January report on the
‘water guality of rivers at in-
terstate borders' found dis.
sofved oxygen levels in many
stretches around Delhi to be
zeroand ecliform levels sever-
ai hundred times highey, indi
cating dead zones. “We have
been saying thatdilution isve-
ry imporiant. One way is that
Haryana increases its supply
o Dell. The other s that Del-
hi reduces its demand. Roth
are difficult. Tapping rainwa-
ter discharge and using it for
the lean season may be more
feasible,” says Sushmita Sen-
gupta, deputy programme
manager{wateriai Centre for
Scienceand Environment.



RAINFALLFOR,
THE PERIOD
JUNE1TO

AUGUST 16

Konkan &—"
Goa {-30)

Madhya

1

27 Himachal (9)
Uttarakhand {-12)

RAINFALL | 540 mm  598.2MMm |

/ MAHA & KARNATAKA DRIEST

NORMAL | % DEPARTURE
<16%

SHWB: Sub-Himalayan West Beagal

Maharashtra {-22) NMMT: Nagatand, Mantpur, Mizoram, Tripura
{-32)
?_f;f;& Andhra East&NEIndia = 13%
;(ag;ﬁaka Rayalaseema Central india -9%
(:38) South Periinsula =21%
Kerala 3 Excess (+20% ormore)  Flguresin
{-30) £33 Normal (+19% to -1996) g:;:“ggﬁ:g‘;f
Sourcn: IMD ] beflcient (209 10-59%)  from normal
Amit Shattacharyas crore for the purpose. started emerging. Oneclearre-

Vishwa Moban | Ten

’ espite the monsoon weak-
I) ening in August, kharif

A sowing has so far bheen
higher than last year The net
sown ares, estimated to he 880
iakh hectares as on August 14,
was 27 lakh hectares more than
thecorresponding period in2014.

But concern for standing
crops has been growing. Last
woek, the Centre approved pro-
posals for initiating & series of
farmerfriendly interventions
for the kharif crop and sane
Hinmad an additionas RBRe AW

Mei officials said monsoon
has remained low-key inn August
duetoabsenceof largescalerain
systems typical of this time of
the vear “in August, mMOnRscon
has remained mostly convective,
that is, heat-related short period
rain. The same pattern is likely
to continue for another 16 days,
with a few ups and downs. We
may see a large scale revival by
the end of this month or early
September” said D Sivananda
Pai, IMD lead monscon forcaster

With nearly two-thirds of
the MOnSoOn $ea50N ovey, pos-
aibie dronght reegions have

gionof highdistressisMarath-
wada (rain deficit 48%), north
interior Karnataks (458%),
Rayvalaseema (38%) and sur-
rounding argas, Other rain-
deficit areas are emerging in
the northern plains, with east
ilttar Pradesh (36%) and Bihar
{32%)showingthe highest defi-
clency asof now

IMD has predicted a 12%
monsoon shortfall this yearn
mainky ot account of unfavour-
able conditions for rainsduring
the season due to E] Nino condi-
tions in the Pacific, which con-
Hnue to grow stranger
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Brace for more traffic jams as Met dept
warns of heavy rain in coming days

= On Sunday, the weather was pleasant with the Capital receiving a
total of t1.4mm of rain till 5.30pm. SAMNJEEV VERMA/ HT

.
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NEW DELHE Heavy rain lashed
the Capital on Sunday, with the
weatherman predicting more
showers in the coming days.

On Sunday, around 9.8mm of
rainfall was recorded H18.99 in
the morning. The Met depart:
ment sald the city received
another 1.8mm of rain il 530
i the evening.

The afternoon shower also
flooded many neighbourhoods
and ¢aused traffic snarls at sev-
eral places. Many roads across
the city were wateriogped and
traffic slowed down on a number
of arterial roagds.

According to the weatherman,
the showers will continue for the
nest 34 days. “The weather is
expected to be similar for the next

coupleof days, B willcontingeto
vain il Tuesday” a Met depanrt
ment official said. He added that
the showers were part of mon-
5001 rains, which s expected to
stay inthe city till September 15.
The maximum temperature
on Sunday was recorded at 4.6
degree Colsius, which is anotch
above average for this time of the
vear The minimigm femperafure
settled af 25.8 degree Celsius, a
degree Jess than normal.
Aceording to the Met official,
Monday will be generally cloudy
with chances of rain/thunder.
showers in some areas of the ity
“The maximum and minimum
temperatures are expacted to be
arotind 33 degree and 26 degree
respectively” he said. HTC
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Funsters step out in the rains in New Delhi on Sunday. TRisUNg SHOTO: MANAS RANIAN BHUI
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Rains bring

L]
respite from

|3 »

humidity
NEW DELHE, AUGUST 16
People in Dethi {oday
received respite from the per-
sistent humidity with show-
ers drenching the Capital.

Humidity levels oscillated
between 72 and 95 per cent
during the day, as the day
temperature hif 34.6 degrees
Celsius on the mercury, two
notches above normal,

While 1.8 mm rainfall was
recorded over the iast nine
hours, the minimum temper-
ature setiled down io 258
degree Celsius, a notch below

the season's standards, a Met -

official said, predicting more
rain or thundershowers for
tomorrow.-- P11
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+ it got totally washed out in the

Rain washes
out kite flying
programs on I-Da

HT Corraspondent .

NEW DELMI: Residents of Delhi
witnessed a humid morning fol-
lowed by a rainy day on Saturday
The day started onf on a humid
fote, with rain bringing refief
in the afternoon.

While the Safdarjung observ
atory saw 8.2 mm of rain, the
Palam station saw 978 i, fol-
iowed by the Ayanagar station
at 224 mm and Ridge at 178 mm.

Rain is seen Invariably on
Independence Day iz the city
This year, the afternoon rain
washed out the traditional Kite-
fiying programmes of many

“Usually it rains early morn-
ing on August 15 bt this year the
dewnpour started very late. We
had planned a kitedlying compe-
tition in the neighbourheod bus

heavy rains,” said Kirti Yaday,
24, a resident of Malviva Nagar.
The maximum temperature
was recorded at 33.6 degrees
Celsius, normal for this time
of the year The minimum was
recorded as 28.5 degrees Colsius,
two degrees above normal.
Dethiites can expect simitar
weather on Sunday with the
weatherman forecasting a gener
ally cloudy sky with possibilify
of rain and thundershowers in
severai parts of the city

A A «

The Assam Tribune { Guwahati )
The Times of india { Mumbai )

The Telegraph { Kotkata }
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Bhakra floodgates to be re-opened

TRIBUNE NEws SExvICE

ROPAR, AUGUST 14
The floodgates of the
Bhakra Dam, which were
closed at midnight vester.
day, will be opened again as
there has been a tremen-
dous increase in the inflow
of water today.

Sources at the dam said
that the water fouched the
level of 168680 fEat 3 pm, a

Hittle less than the deadline
of 1,667 ft. Water could be
released .in the Sutlej
through the gates any titne.
After four days, BRMB
officials had shut the
floodgates of the dam
today at 00.30 am when the
inflow into the reservoir
had been decreased to
54,600 cusec. And, there
was no forecast of heavy
rain in the coming days.

-"This relief was short-dived
ing with 64,000 cusec around
8 am and reaching 83,000
cusec in the afternoon,

The Meteorological
Department has also fore-
cast heavy rain in some
parts of Himachal Pradesh
in the next three days‘ fore-
ing BBMB authorities to
revert their decision of clos.

" ing the flondgates.
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RAIN ADDS TO CELEBRATION

o A
» Every yoar, on Independence Day, it invarfably ralns in the Capital, Usually, R rains early moming

on August 35, bt this year it began raining later in the day, washing out traditionat kite-fiving
RISHABH R JAIN/AP PHOTC
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SHAMBHU BORO

TEZPUR, Aug 14: The people of great-
er Panchmile area, particularly those Hv-
ing on the bank of the Figbaharal river
and its peripherat areas, have sought a
permanent solation from the food ané

* erosion probiems.

- For years, fiood and emmon have been

causingrttold misery tothousands of peo-

ple in the drea, Expressing dissatisfaction
with the State Government and the local
administration for their indifferent attitude

towards the problem, the local residents.

said that 25 villages are facing serious
thredt to thelr existence from the twin
problems. The worst affected areds are -
Napam, Kurukani, Amula Pam, Kachoko-
i, Jugloni, Bhalulgarmii Chapori, Panch-

. mnite Centre, Bihiagaon, Salonthari air force

I ]

station — among others.

g ﬁogdmgaamvgﬁmﬁm

1988. It completely washed away the:
Garshinga Bihiagaon and Tengabasti un-
der Tezpur LAC in the same year
However, in 2000, the same problem
was visible at Panchmile Centre where
heavy erosion occurred and many public
properties — Panchmile Higher Second-
ary Scheol, Panchmile High and ME

‘Madrasas, Panchmile Mahila Samittee

. Hall, Panchmile Rest House and a tem-
" ple - were eroded.

However, as 2 temporary measure, the
then local MLA and Opposition leader,
Brindaban Goswami, constructed an

~ embankment in the area, But that was
" breached toe in 2001 at Garshinga Bihi-

agaon and remaining portion of the em-

* bankment was-again breached in 2002 at
~ Bihiagaon and at Kurukani area in 2004,

Lates, as a result of repeated appeals

by the local people and different organi-

s

L/Th’e Assam Tribune { Guwahati }

The Times of India { Mumbai }
the Telegraph { Kolkata }

fRsegariret ( gea )

sations, the then ME MK Subba, sanc-.
tioned Rs 7 lakh for repair of the
breached portions. However, it is alleged
that the project remained incomplete as
the total affocation was siphoned off,
n 2005, another allocation of a sizable
amount of fund was released by the gov-
ernment for the construction of a coffer-
dam in the area, which aiso could not get
compieted because of the alieged mis-
appropriation of the fund by the contrac-

Ctors in nexus with the departmental of

ficials and the local political leaders.
However, in 2007, under the guidance
of Tezpur University’s Vice-Chancellog, a
special tears from ITT-Roorkee in cocher-
ation with IT-Gwighat, Water Resource
Department and official§ of North Eastern
Regional Institute of Water and Land Man-
agement (NERTWALM) visited the area

and decided to take neeessarystcpsbke '
fog. :GuahatiyHigh Court by social W%:er
- B

setﬁnszyahmﬁderpark & Ms
dRedting the river to Brahmapitrd. -

A& budget of Rs 18 crore was also esti-
mated and submitted to the UGC, DoNER

" Minister and Govermment of Assarn, and
Central Government ag well, but alfin vaiin,

The Jocal residents also expressed dis-
satisfaction over the Government’s in-
different attitude towards the dilapidat-

ed road condition'in the area. The roads

connecting Duilabari-Panchmite, Napam-
Khonamukh, Panchmile-Solmarz and the
roads that connect the area with Tezpur
University are the worst affected.
According to the local residents, dilap-

1dated road conditions have been affect- -
_habilitate the affected people and provide

ing trade and industrial growth of the
area. It has also become a major prob-
lem for students studying in the local
schools and oolleges

Knee-deep potholes have been posing.

‘aserious threatto the pedesimns as well

as the motorists. Though, z‘eal:smg the .

The Deccan Hearld {Bengluru )
The Deccan Chronical { Hyderabad }
Central Chronical { Bhopat }

Flood _ems1on continue to

e area

importance of these mads, the Central
Government had sanctioned crores of
rupees for the construction of these
roads, bat due to alleged irregulafities,
the progress of the works on the scheme
has been delayed. :

- One of the social workers of Napam
area, Ameo Kumar Bhuyan, alleged that
though Rs 4.5 crore had been sanctioned
under PMGSY Scheme to reconstruct

these roads, some portion of these roads -

~covering about 20 km - have remained
in a pitiable conditiof. ~
Though, sorse portiéns of these roads

“were constructed, dueste the poor con-

struction, it has started to wear off. The
peopie of the area have urged the Gov-
ernment to do the needful for the solu-
tion to these long-pending probiems of
the greater area,

Meanwhile, a PIL was submitted in the

* Rawyer, idvecaeSL&mstwﬂa, reguest-

ing the court to take steps to check the
perenmal erosion and flood caused by the
Jiabharali river.

Talking to this correspondent, he said,
“Ever year, during summet, more than
50 villages go under flood water” He
added that the Government has already
sanctioned funds, but no measures have
been taken te deal with the problem.

“We have requested the Government
through the PIL to take scientific meas-
ures to protect the area, by forming an
expert committee, 'so that the problem
could be solved permanently and to re-

them adequate compensation,” he said.
Onthecther hand, already an allocation of

* Rs 43 crore has been sanctioned by Tezpur

MP RP Sturma, for taking up special meas-
wres to protect the Tegpur University from

the fury of the Jiababaral rivex
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Three swept away as |
rain batters Nagpur

H-HOUR LASHING: The rain that started af 11pm on Wednesday

amounted to a fourth of the entire month's rainfall in Nagpur

Tives News Nevwonrk

Nagpur: Three people, in
cluding & boy and his grand-
mother, weresweptaway after
incessant heavy rains bat-
tered the city forover 10 hours
from ilpm on Wednesday
There were unconfirmed re-
ports of three more deaths
duetodrowning.

Anairforcehelicopterhad
16 De pressed into service to
rescite  sgven  labourers
stranded off Nagpur-Saoner
road. Another seven could
not be rescued due to dark-
ness. All 14 were on the roof
of a house surrounded by
swirling waters in Khapapa-
tan village.

Rain 8%.4mm} recorded

just on Thursday morning
amounted to a fourth of the
entire month's rainfall, n a
span of 24 hours, clty moved
deficit (71%) 10 excess (130% ).

Several parts of Nagpur
remained cutoff for most
part of the day and normal
Hfe was thrown out of gear
Water flooded several areas,
isolating people and forcing
rescuaeoperations.

The fire brigade rescned
over 800 people from many
low-lying aress and shifted
them fo safer areas and tem-
porary sheliers. They also
cametothehelpof around 360
children from Saint Pauls
School in Pipla Fata In Hud-
keshwar area after rainwater
flooded the schocl.

The Deccan Hearld { Bengluru }
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Rain washes away roads,
apple transportation hit

KULDERP (HAUHAN

FRISGINE WEWS SEAVICE

SHIMLA, AUGIST 14

Flash floods in the surg-
ing nullahs have waghed
awsay the Maroag-Gorli
link road, damaged the
Dopti-Pabaas link
road  in  Chopal and
snapped the Hnk roads in
Madhavani, Theog.

As 3 result, the trans.
portation of apple to the
markets has been hit,
exposing the ill-prepared-
ness of the Public Works
Department (PWD) The

apple season has siarted .
but the damaged link .

roads are giving a harrow-
ing time to farmers.

Akshay Bragla, an
orchardist from Maroag, said
“There has been no loss of
life but the road was washed
away by the surging
Patawani nullah this mom-
ing. The apple cartons
packed for transporiation
will start rotiing soon as the
PWD i yel fo depuie
machinery toclearthe road.”

The  Chopal-Shantha-
Bewal, Dopti-Pabaas-Shi-
likain, Maroag-Matal and
Chopal-Bambrar link
roads have turned into
slush, hitting fruit trans-
portation, but the PWD is
vet to take steps for has-
sle-free transportation of
the produce {o markets,
farmers rued.

The plight of farmers in
Rohru and Jubbal-Kotkhai
was worse., All claims of
the PWD and the state gov-
ernment stood exposed
as the Kotkhai-Kharap-
athar-Paraunthi stretch of
the Theog-Hatkoti read
had become unmotiorable,
said Bmmohan Chauhan,

an orehardist from
Kiari, Kotkhai,

The link roads in Theog
have also suffered exten-
sive damage.

Meanwhile, Shimla
Deputy Commisgioner
Dinesh Maihotra said the
major roads were open and
as many as 43.9 lakh car-
tons had been transported
te the markets il today.
The PWD had restored the
link roads soon after rain

stopped as machinery was
kept on standby.

On the Kotkhai-Paraun-
thi road streteh, the trans-
port was on, but there
were spots whieh had
become slushy due to the
continuing spells of rain.
These points had lost lay-
ers due to the culting of
road. But these were filled
from time {o time {o make
transportation hasaie free,
he addéd
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. An erosion site at the Dhakuakhana subdivision, as seen on Wednesday, — UB Photos
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Shpcleundey water

flaod water under a bridge following heavy rains in Nagpur on Thursday. rr

A bus is submerged in
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