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State gets excess rains but Udupi,
Dakshina Kannada face deficit -

BENGALURU: Karnataka has
received about seven per
cent excess raing compared
with the average rains for
June, which sees the onset
of south-west monsoon.
However, the rains are dis-
tributed uniformiy across
the State,

The entire State has received
123 menofrains from June Ho
22, against the average rainfat!

- 0f130 mum for the month. The
| SEVen Per CENt eXCESS rAins are
considered as ‘positive normat
rains’, according to G S Srini-
vasa Reddy, Director of Kar-
nataka State Natural Disaster
Monitoring Centre.

Of the 30 districts, 11 have
received excess rainfall, while
seven have received deficit
rains. The remaining eight dis-
tricts have received normal
rainfali. Interestingly, the
coastal districts - Dukshina
Kannada and Udupi - which
are supposed to get heavy rains

during the meniseon, have faft
en under the ‘deficit’ category.

Reddy said that while Dak
shina Kaonada has received
454 mrn against the average of
604 rmm of rain, indicating a
deficit of 25 per cent, Udupi
district received 524 mm of
rain against average of 755 mm
showing a deficit of 31 per cent,
However, another coastal dis-
wrict Uttara Kannada has ve-
ceived normal rains.

Other five districts Jocated
in the north interior regiorn,
which have received below the
normal raigis, are: Raichur, Kai-
aburagi, Yadgir, Bagaikot and
Vijayapura,

Reddy said that those 13 dis-
tricts which have received ex-
cess rainfall come under the
south interior Karnataka.
Highest raing have been re-
ceived by Hassarn and Chikka-
magalur:, which fali under the
Malnad region.

While Hassan got 81 per cent
excess rains than the average,

River Hemavathi is in spate foiiowing incessant rainin
Sakieshpur, Hassan district. ou prioto

Chikkamagaluru received 42
percentmore. in just 24 hours,
it rained not less than 200 mm
in these two districts, he point-
ed out.

He sakd that the entire Mal-
nad region had been: receiving
heavy rains in the last three
days. About 70 per cent of the
total rains in the southwest

monsoon oceur during June-
By, Due 10 the heavy down-
pour, he has suggested to the
district authorities to declare
holidays for educational insti-
tutions in Sakieshpur rown,
Kodagu and Maudigere in
Chikkamagalar,

The Malnad region compris-
es Shivamogga, Hassan,
Chikkamagaluru and Kodagu
cistricts.

The region has received 19
per cent more rains than the
average. The average is 223
tam and the actual rains re-
ceived so far is 267 mm,

Going by the presentindica:
tions, the monsoon wili taper
further in the coasta! districts
weaken in other districts, too,
A depression has developed
over the Arabian Sea which is
raoving towards Gugjarat.

This has a negative impact
on Karnataka as the monsnon
bearing clouds are drifting
away, Reddy said.

DH News Service
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NEW DELHI MUMBAY/
THIRUYANANTHAPURAM:
After making a siow progress,
the sowthwest monsoon hasad
vanced rapidly and i likely to
hit almost the entire north I
dia, indluding Delhi and the Na-
tional Capizal Regjon, in the
next -3 days, said the Met de-
partment on Sunday.

The weatherman said mon
soon would also advance to Bi-
har, Jharkhand, Gujarat,
Chhatisgarh and parts of Mad:
hiya Pradesh during that fime.

Belying predictions, the
country has recetved 2} per
cent more rainfail than norrnal
for this time of the year, said
the India Meteorological De-
pargment {IMD).

fn Maharashira, a major
landstide on the Murnbai-Pune
Expressway slowed down the
traffic even as 10 people have

. fost their lives inthe last couple

of days in the state, which has
been experiencing heavy rain.

Coverig L, YIS

Rapidly advancing m
:may cover North India s?on |

Assam situation grim |
After showing signs of improvernent, the flood situation’n

_ Assam has once again started to become grim on Monday .
with over 27,000 people affected in five districts, DFINS re-

ports from Guwahat,

According to Assam State Disaster Management Authori-
ty, 27,248 people in the five districts of Barpeta, Dhemaji,
Morigaon, Lakhimpur and Tinsukia were affected. 72 vil-
lages are marooned with flood waters of Brahmaputra.

The landslide accurred dur-
ing the peak moraing lieurs on
one side of the Khandata tun-
nel, buzaffected the traffic bothl

‘ways.

People cornmuting betweern
Mumbai and Pune spent al
most double the usual time for
the commute, “We are trying
aur level best torestore normal
raffic.” said Public Works Min-
ister Eknath Shinde, as the gov-
ernment came under exiticism
hecause of traffic jams at both
ends of the best high-speed

roadin the state, Reports from
Nerat, close to hill station
Matheran, in the Raigad dis-
trict said five members of a
family were kitled when the
wall of a house in the Mobachi-
wadi village coliapsed.

Twe of a family have died
and three-four others are still
rrapped under 3 landshide at
Dabhel in the Ratnagiei dis-
trict. Exzensive crop damage
was reported from the Maray
oor and Kanthailoor regions.
DHNS & PTi
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ROAD UNDER WATER: A fiooded road in Bhagamandala, Kodage district, on Mondéy. BH PHOTO

Copious rains pushup >
water level of rivers

BENGALURU: Several parts

: of the State continued to re-
ceive heavy rain on Mon-
day.

Heavy rain coupled with
strong winds lashed Sakiesh-
pur taluk damaging several
hiouses, Normal Efewasthrown
out of gear due to the down-
pour. Power supply has been
affected in several parts of the
taluk as elecricity poles have
uprooted.

Riock Education Officer Ve-
davathi said holiday has been
declared for schools and col-
ieges on Tuesday. They did not
furiction on Monday also. Local
legistator H K Kumnaraswamy
held a meeting in Sakleshpur
to take stock of the sitzation.

Shivamogga

Heavy rains accompanied by
.| strong winds lashed several
¢ paris of Shivamogga district
disrapting normat fife on Mon-

Y,
The tajuk administration de-
 clared holiday fer schools and
colleges in Hosanagar due to
incessant rain that has been
Jashing theregion over the last
three days.

Yadzr recorded a rainfall of
138 mum, foliowed by Mastikat-
te (113.20 mm}, Hulikal (169

mm}, Thirthahali (93.4 mm)
and Agumbe (45 mm). Water

level in Mani dam rose to 576
metre against the maximum
tevel of 894,36 metre.
Similarly, the water jevel in
Lingapamakki dam in Sagar
taiuk rose to 1757.58 feet
against the maximum level of

1819 feet, asthe carchment area

of}hedamrecei\m‘dm.ﬁem

rams.

Some schools in Thirthahalii
tahuk remained closed on Mon-
day due to heavy rainfall. Sagar,
Shivamogga, Bhadravathi,
Shikaripur and Sorab received
ingermittent rains.

Electrocution

A Mescomworker was eleciro-
cuited in Sagar when he was re-
pairing the transformer onthe
premises of LB & SBS College
hostet for girls. The deceased
kas been identified as Dinesh
(38) of Kadur in Chikkama-
gabury district.

Madiieri
Rains centinued to lash
Kodagu distriet on Monday.
Bhagamandala has received
more thar 60 cm rainfallinthe
last three days and is complete-
ty surrounded by water.
Triveni Sangamais fisdl to the

brim. There was two o three
feet water on the road and the
moavement of vehicles on
Madikeri-Bhagamandala,
Aayyangeri-Bhagamandala
roads was affected.

The district administration
has arranged boat services to
ferry the residents in Bhaga-
mandala. People residing on
the banks of River Cawvery at
Nelyahudikeri in Siddapura
have been asked to shift to safer
areas.

Madikeri, Napokiu, Sampa-
ie, Virajpet, Hudikeri, Ponnam-
pet, Somwarpet, Shanivaras-
anthe, Sharmhalii, Kushalnagar
received heavy rainfafl,

- Intermittent rain coupled
with gusty winds centinued o
iash Dakshina Kannada, Udupi
and Chikkamagalurn districts
on Monday, too.

Uttara Kannada

Standing crops of paddy on
vast tracts of land have been
washed away in Mundgod
taluk of Uttara Kannada dis-
{ricras several pondsand tanks
were overflowing,

Mundgod town received 514
mn of Sunday. The taluk has
been receiving heavy rains for
the past three days.

DM News Service
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Depressmn over Arablan Sea,
heavy rains likely in Maha, Guj

PREED TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi/Mumbai, 23 June

A “depression” has devel-
cped over the Arabian Sea,
a second time in a month,
and is likely to turn into
“deepdepression”, bringing
insgually windsand heavy
rains in Maharashira and
Gujarat, the weather office
said today
*... The depression has
moved slightly eastwards
and lay centred about 280 km
southwest of Porbandar
today. The system is likely
to further slowly move east-
northeastwards and may
cencentrate inte a deep de-
pression during next 24
heurs,” the metecrological
department said in a state-
ment here,
Thedepartmenthascau-
tioned fishermen against
venturing into the sea,
Mumbad rains delay flights
Meanwhile, heavy rains
today affected flight opera-
tions by up to 3¢ minutes at
the ity airport.
Heavyrains havelashed

the ¢ity since late last eve-

ning, disrupting train and
road traffic as well
Operativms atthe thtra~
pati Shivall Internationat
Airport in Mumbai have
been hit for multiple days
starting with the torrential
downpour on Friday
On Friday, flight opera-
tions were delayed by 45
minutes and four flights
had to be diverted, while a
spag in the radar hit oper
ations on Saturday This
was foliowed by heavy rains
delaying operations by 15
minutes on Sunday,
Rains cripple life in Nashik
The Nashikcity and the
neighbouring areas in the
district withessed incessant
rains for the third consec-
utive day today, disrupting
normat Hfeand affecting veh-
icutar trafficon mainhigh-
ways, official sources said.
However, farmers were
happy with thegood spellof
rains this month, boosting
their agricultural opera-
tions. Power supply was
alsoaffected in many areas.

Rainfall in June
Crosses average
mark in Vidarbha

Nagpur, 23 Jupe: Contraryio
the forecast by the Meteoro-
logical Department aboutde-
ficitrainfall this monsoon,
most districts in Vidarbha
region of Maharashira have
received showers crossing
the average mark well before
the end of this menth,
Barring Akola, where
normal rainfall in June was

- 96,1 mm, all districts witne-

ssed normal rains above
100 mm. Akola hassofarrep
istered 158 mm rains in
June which is123.1 percent
of normal precipitation in
the month, Normal rain-
fail of Yavatmal district is
128 89mmand it hasreceived
111 mm. Wardha'snormal is
1257 mmbut it recorded 174
mm this June while state's
sccond capital Nagpur's fig-
ure stood at 222.8 mm rains
in.June against the normal
123 mm. Pistricts places in
Eastern Vidarbha like
Bhandara received 1849
min raing against the nor-
malof 143.7mm, Gondiagot
154.7 mm while its normal
rainfal} is 147 mm.
Chandrapur recorded 201
min rainfall against norm-
al 136 mm. Backward district
of Gadchireli got the highe-
st amount of 3406 mm agai-
nst the normal 149 mm. Al-
most ali districtplaceshave
recorded excess rainfall,
only few talukas lag behind 78
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Tribal women farmers are
helming many community
managed auiomatic weath:
er stations at various agro-
ecotogical zones here that
couid be game changers for
theregion inproviding fime-
Ivand accurate forecasts and
ensuring food and nuiri
tion security

Of the saven automatic
weather stations in the hiil
ranges here, fourarerunby
women and three by men
with all of them being
tribals and farmers.

3

The AWS provide mete
orologic information with
alocal focus to support agri-
cuiture.

“We at the automatie
weather stations collectdata
on temperature, rainfall,
relative humidity, wind
velocity, wind dirgction and
radiation,” Vijayalakshmi
Pradeep, a 23-year-old trib-
al woman and asmall farm
holder managing the weath
erstation at Thuvarapallam
here, told reporters.

The primary purpose of
AWS is to support farming
and related activitiss, the
source of livelihood for peo-

Coverjng L, vis

pie here who are predomi.
nandly “Malavai” ~ dwelers
of hiils and weather sta
tions ~ fribes,

The weather stations
were sef up by M 8 Swami-
nathan Research Foundation
(MSSRF) with the support
of Bioversity International
and The International
Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD), aUN
agency

Viiayalakshmimoved to
Thuvarapailam in Nam.
akkai Districtfoliowingher
marriage and studied upto
12th standard. “I was frained
on fundamentals related to

weather conditions, tohan-
die the computer, and in
managing the information
system,” she said, adding,
the data gets fed automati-
cally into the system.

The first AWS was set up
at Moolakadai in Kolli hills
iast year. This year, sixother
such stations were estab-
lished in Navakadu, Thu-
varapailam, Aripalapatii,
Keeraikady, Vendalappadi
and Puliampatti, These
places fail under different
agro-ecological zonesand are
dominated by fribal com-
mihities.

The 24-year-ocld Para-

()

meswari, whomanages the
Keeratkadu AWS says young
{ribal men and women like
her who runthe weathersta-
tions do it voluntarily,
adding, they are given an
incentive of Rs 1,500 per
menth by MSSRE

Asked how the weather
stations work, Principal Sci-
entist, MSSRE KD Israel
Oliver Kingsaid: “ltis based
on GPRS cloud server tech:
nology, and with data col-
lected from sensors, the
agtomatic weather stations
update mformation every 190
minntes, passing Yontoa
server.”
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Raja Murthy

en per cent of Mnmbai's entire

" annnal rains quota descended in

a 48-hour deluge on June 18-18.
Such vagaries of climate change
clamour for our attention, tike
somecne hammering at the door
to wake a fellow dozing inside a
house in flames.

The unnsnaily strong mon-
soon arrival poured warnings
not just to a city, it to a country
and the workd that finding water
resources needs our sustained
focus, not just as fringes of an
annual anxicty that vanishes
with arrivals of rains.

On Friday, Mumbai mostly
stayved at home to oniwit a recur-
ring rainy-day erisis of mitlions
stranded away {rom home, The
weekend was so exceptionally
wet that deskiop computers
refused to start — mine did not.
On Saturday, the Turbonet com-
puter engineer accnsed moistire
in the atmosphere as the enlprit
clogging the electronic works N
(for safeguards, Google search
for 'protect computer from nton-
soon moistnre’). Two days later,
another Turbonet emissary took
away the monsoon ruined moth-
erboard for repairs.

Flooded roads and railway
tracks, fallen trees and drowned
vehicles are part {Ra yoarty
Murmbai story, one that tells the
double-edged tangleof life: prob-
lems with no water, and prob-
lems with too much waten

Merely 4 week before the
Thursday night skyfall that
wouic have had Noah rushing to
his ark-building eguipment, the
Mumbai suburk of Bhvandar
went without water for over two
days. A Bhyandar resident
Dharmapal Jagtap, a veteran
staffer in the Mumbai Statesman
office, said peopie were so des-
perate that neighbourheod shops
had run out of bottled water

About the same time, 1,888

VL T TP TV TP T

Maharashtra suffered severe
drought. Yet, during the past 72
hours, millions of litres of rain-
water disappeared down Mum-
bai city drains. Connecting
these two dots of missing water
with monsoon water becomes an
essential universal equation to
survival,

Not even the planet’s sole
super power is immmune from
water searcity California in the
U8 is reeling from an unprece-
dented drought four torrid vears
long. Whenever the rains come,
urges My Basic Sense, make best
use of it Unlike Diwall and
Christmas, monsoeen rains may
not always arrive sach year.

Which is why the world’s
most undersesd words are “rain
water harvesting” and “f am
sorry”. Along with water recy-
cling, rain water harvesting
ranks topmost among ways to
avoiding an ultimate sorry crisis
- no water,

Rising population and
increasing consimption have
already reduced water resocurces
to a worrying frickle. The United

. o T D, R

expect 4 40 per cent water short-
fall in another 15 years. India’s
financial capital Mumbai, like
the national capital, alyeady
writhes through continucus
water shortage. Even wealthy
suburbs like Juhu make do with
about two hours of municipal
water a day, For the rest, citizens
are left with ground water,
tanker water or no water,

India though suffers more
from lack of water management
than lack of water. Two exhibits:
igatpuri, 156-km from Mumbai,
receives some of the highest
rainfall In the world during mon-
sooh months. Yet by February,
the town people quarrel over
water shoriage. Even betier was
Rishikesh, where hotel owners
in ‘fapovan, near Laxman Jhula,
complain of water scarcity Won-
derstruck, I asked: "You live on
the banks of the Ganges, and say
you have no water?!”

Strangely, we are vet to seri-
cusly work on solutions staring
1s in the face. And therefore the
monseon is confined to being
seen only as an annual eveni, an

[P S [ A [ SRR, |
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water?
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sance, or three happy months of
enjoving various moods of the
rains - weekend getaways to the
Western Ghats, or with @ steam-
ing cup of tea and hot samosas
in hand watching rain fall i the
groy afternoon light.

Last Friday afternoon,
under glowering skies, curiosity-
driven citizens ignored dire war-
nings from the chief minister to
stay away from the sea and ven-
tured forth on Marine Drive fo
see what the expecied 4-metre or
15-feet high tide would be like.
The usually quiet Arahian Sea,
in its Nariman Point address
was now ash-coloured stormy
waters heaving like an angry
war eiephant, with frothy waves
crashing against stone ramparis
of the promenade and exploding
into an exhilarating spray of sit-
very shrapnel. The predicted
high tide of disaster proportions
went missing much like the urg-
ency to harvest bountiinl rains.

Mumbai needs fo make
much more use of the monsoon
than in jast letting it fill the
seven lakes - - the inadequate
water sources for 21 million peo-
ple. Building more dams can
only create more problems.
instead, every urban building
needs fo become a rain water
containen

Chennai has shown the way
since 2001, when chief minister
Jayalalitha launched the rainwa-
ter harvesting drive in Tamil
Nadu. Backed by the Tamil
Nadu Municipal Laws ordinance
of 19.July 2003, rainwater hay-
vesting was made compnlsory in
private and public buildings.
Government-aid funds and per-
sistent public awareness are sav-
ing people from water-poverty
Ancient indian know-how was
combined with modern technolo-
gy to: &) re-charge ground water
sources, and by store rainwater
in lakes, ponds and buildings.
The result has about 2.2 million

[P R AR & o DU o U N R N

milHon buildings becomes a new
Cauvery river created in the
state,

Othoer state governments,
inchuding Maharashira, are snp-
posedly ‘promoting’ rain water
harvesting for over a decade.
But Himachal Pradesh, Gujarat,
Karnataka, Kerala, Uttar
Pradesh, Andhra and Madhyva
Pradesh are yvet {o reach sus-
tained efficiency of Tamil Nadu. *

Whatever Tamil Nadu
achieved was managed with rela
tively little cost. ‘The state spent
Hs 852 crore between 2011-2013
fo restore 243 water bodies, and
Rs 44 erore during 2013-2014 for
$29 rainwater harvesting public
projects in towns and villages.
This water infrastrocture bill, to
serve millions of people, is less
than 56 per cent cost of a Boeing
747 passenger jef. india can
afford an investmesnt ten thou-
sand times more, to save the
cconomy from crisis of a weak
MONSoon.

Consider water as core of
the economy And therefore take
water management ona war
footing. g lakbs of jakes and
tanks nationwide for collecting
rain water; build reverse
pipelines that carry gift of the
rains from cities to storage
areas. 1f ¢il pipelines can stretch
for thousands of kilometers, like
the 8,708-km Bast-West 01l line in
China connecting Xinjlang to
Shanghai, then pipelines can
interconnect cities and rivers
carrying an even nore precions
essential commodity: water
Where there is & will, there will
be a way for water.

i.ke & compassicnate par-
eni, Mother Nature gives the
weorld enough for life. The prob-
lem is a mingdset given to
extremes: either over-exploit nat-
ural resources, or under-utilize
them, India needs to set an
exampie of what can he achieved
with a middie path of disci-
plined consrumption, and conser-
vation combined with rain water
harvesting, water recycling and
cross eountry pipelines connect-
ing flooding rivers to dry lands,
H not, we better find a way {0
live without water

L UMBALRASED |




News itemiletterfarticleleditorial published o

Hindustan Times
Siatesman

The Times of Indiza (N

DY

indian Exprese
Tribune
Hindustan (Hindi)

,

4

%a{

Nav Bharat Times EHEHC‘IH
Punjab Kesharl (Mind})

The Hindu

Razjast
© Deceen Chronicls

Deccan Merald

hen Patriba {Hindi)

LB .Chronicte
Lo (Hindh
indizn f\'r';EO'E

Bty

and documented at Bhagirath(Enolishi& Publicity QC"‘HGF; Cl,

FEARS OF FALL IN FARM OUTPUT UNWARRANTED

El Nino may have only a minor impact

Paddy, mdzze groundnut, and castor likely to see low vield, says report
LESSONS FROM THE PAST

TCA Sharaé Raghavan

NEW DELBE This vear’ s farm
cutput may fall by only
around 4.5 per cent despite
the projection of a strong £l
Nino year by the india Mete-
nrological Department, says a
recent report. During the pre-
vious £ Nino years, farm pro-
duction fell by an average of
% across all major crops, A
normal monsoon, however,
could lead to 4 0.6-% growth,
the report says.

The report by brokerage
house Edelweiss has found
that over the ast four E Nino
vears (1997, 2002, 2006 and
2009}, production fell by an
wverage of 8 peér cent com-
rared to the production in the
orevious years, across all ma-
or c¢rops. However, some
rops  suffered more than
sthers.

“Major production loss is
hserved in groundnut fol-
owed by moong, castor seed,

MAJOR PRODUCTION LOSS

OGroundmut: foll by
ar: average of 33%

| INCREASE IN PRODUCTION
O Cotton: Long sowing
time led to rise in acreage
O Sugarcane: recorded
average increase of 20.5%
as 9% to 95% of areais
under irrigation :

The last four Ei Nino years saw farm output fall
_ by an average of 8% across all major crops

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION
2004-15: 1999 miltion tonnes

2015-16: 190.9 rillion
tonnes {4.5% fali in output)

bajra, sesame, jowar, maize
and paddy. The increase in
production of cotton is main-
ly attributed to an increase in
acreage due to its Jong sow-
ing window as compared to
other crops. Sugarcane has
done well even during El Ni-
no years as almost 90-95% of
cane area is under irrigation

across the comntry,” the re-
port says,

Groundnut productiosn, for
example, fell by an average of
33 per cent across these four
vears compared to sugar,
which saw an average in-
crease of 20.5 per cent.

However, this year will not
see such a drastic fall in pro-

duction despite it being sub-
iect to a strong El Nino effect,
according to the report. The

‘report forecasts 2015-16 agri-

cuftural production to be
190.9 million tonnes com-
pared to 199.9 million tonnes
in 2014-15, a fall of 4.5 per
cent. Here, too, sorme crops
wili suffer more than others,

Sugarcane not

rain-dependent

“In the case of a heiew
normal monsoon we would
be forced to downsize our
production prospects. Cotton
has an advantage of the long-
est sowing window, sugar-
cane is hardly rain dependent
as most of it is grown in
irrigated regions and urad
will do well in terms of yicids
with lower rains. However,
crops  like paddy, maize,
groundnut, goar, castor, fur,
moong and bajra would suf-
fer due to lower yields,” the
report says.

FHai Dund }o ["; NGE)

The Timce of Insdis 7.
IR F

o

While the IMD has fore-
cast a deficient monsoon, pri-
vate  weather  company
Skymet has maintaincd that
this year will see a normal
monsoon, June so far has
seen 16 per cent more rainfall
thas the average, In the event
of a normal monsoon, the
report predicts an average in-
crease of 0.6 per cent overall,
with only castor seed, rice,
bajra and sugar seeing a fall
in preduction levels, '

However, the report pegs
this as more to do with
acreage under these crops
rather than productivity lev-
eis. “Acreage under paddy,
bajra and castor are likely to
shrink tiis year. Higher rc-
turns from other competitive
crops will keep the tread of
shifting acreage from bajra to
other erops ongoing for this
season as well. Poor refurss
fetched from castor last year
will result in a drop in
acreage,” the report says,
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CHANDIGARK, JUNE 23
The arrival of monsoon
about a week ahéa
expecied
brought relief o residents
. from the scorching heat and
‘cheers to farmers who are
busy iransplanting paddy.
Various places in the
“region witnessed Hght to
'Jgnod&rate rainfali this after-
“noon. “One may call it apre-
§fnqnspon or monsoon, but
rains have begun in the
“region,” said a senior offi-
“cial of Punjab Agricultural
“University that keeps a
~close waich on weather
‘relzted developments in
“this part of the country.
" Dr Surender Pal, Regional
“Director, Indian Meteorologi-
tal Department (IMD), said:
*The monsoon will gain
momentum in the region
“{omorrow. 1t would last for
the next 72 hours before
weskening for a few days. We
are expecting the monsoon

Civvaring

o begin iis }eurney inabig
way from fomorrow when
many parts in the region
wouid receive good Tainfall”

Usually, monsocon hits this
region at the end of this
month and if late, in the first

week of July. “But this time, -

it has hit arrived about a
week early,” said Parminder
Singh Chalaki, a progressive
farmer from Chalaki village,
near Morinda.

The rain will bying relief
to Punjab State Power Cor-
poration Limited (PSPCL).
During the paddy season,
the PSPCL is supposed to
give at least eight hours of
power supply to energy
driven tube wells, the num-
ber of which is near 12 lakh
in the state.

Already about 28 per cent
paddy has bedn transpianted
in the state, The {ranspianta-
tion will continue till the sec-
ond week of July, However,
basmati fransplanting sea-
son will coniinue i the fist
week of August.

L YIE

N RAINS ABOVE NORMAL
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Mumbai deluged aga

rain in just over a week city, Inchuding Pargtand st in most areas and
threw life out of gear in Dadar were fiooded after commtters had to wade
Mumbsai on Riesday heawvy ovemight raing through knee-deep water

urhan raiway network,
toc took a beating forthe i
secord time inaweek
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Expect heavy rain from today Met

Warning of iandshdes thunderstormsm Chamba, Kangra Kinnaur

Tripone NEws SERVICE

SHEMLA, TUNE 23
The wmuch-awaited Mon-
soon is likely to it
Himacha! within next 48
hours. The local metrologi-
cal office has warned of
heavy rainfail at most

piaces in the state from

June 24 o 26 and advised
farmers to postpone their
farming activities.,

The Met office has also
advised public o remain
indoors as heavy rain and
thunderstorm might {rigger
landstides and uproot {rees
in'sensitive areas, causing
loss or injury.

The office has predicied
heavy to very heavy rain
in Chamba, Kangra, Kin.
naur, Mandi, Shimia, Sir-
maur and Una disiricts
over next two days.

“The monsoon normally
arrives in Himachal on June
29, but last year the monsoon
arrived on July 3 and
this year it may be advanced
by a few days,” said Manmo-
han Singh, Director of the
local Met office.

Moderate rain lashed sev-
eral parts of the state caus-
ing sharp fali in the maxi-
mum day temperature and
Una in Shivalik fooi hills

Residents caught in the rain in Shimia, A TRIBUNE PHOTOGRAPH

recorded a high of 28°C
against 30.2°C yesterday,
Nahan, Bhuntar and Sun-
dernagar recorded maxi-
murm  temperatures at
32.8°C, 31.6°C, and 30.9°C,
respectively, foliowed by
Solan 2¢.8°C, Dharamshala
29.4°C, Kalpa 20.8° and
Shimla 24.1°C.

Guler was the wettest in
the region with 46 mm
rains, while Jubbal and

Ghamroor received 34 mm
and 27 mm rains, respec-
tively, followed by Dehra
Gopipur 26 mm, Nagrota
Suriyan and Dalhousie 25
mm, Kheri 22 mom, Nurpur
21 mm, Bangana 19 mm,
Kangra 17 mm, Chamba 13
mm, Bharmaur 12 mm,
Palampur, Sujanpur Tihra
and Kasauli 8 mm, Shimia 7
mm and Una 4 mm..

There was no significant

change in minimum temper-
atures and Kalpa was the
eoidest at night with a low of
9.8°C, foliowed by Dalhousie

" 12.1°C, and Keylong 12.8°C.

Manali recorded a low of
13°C, Shimia and
Dharamshala 16.6°C, fol-
lowed by Solan 17.4°C, Cham-
ba 17.8°C, Bhuntar 185°C,
Una 20°C, Sundernagar and
Hamirpur 21.1°C, Bilaspur
22°C, and Naban 22.7°C.

5

Sovering L., Y18
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Amid good mon

w 4-T7%

SOOI run,

El Nino gains strength

Amit.Bhattacharya
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Even as mon-
s00M's great rum continued
und the season's country-
wide rain fally grew to 23%
ahove normal on Tuesday,
8 and Australian agen
cies reported a further
strengthening of Ei Nino,
the weather condition that
is predicted t{c hit mon-
sooi'’s performance in the
coming months,

Both updates, one from
Columbia University ang
the other from Australia's
weather bureay, said KI Ni-
nowas likely to grow stron-
ger in the coming months.

“There is now a 9%
chance of El Nino for the

Caeerinnm L. ¥iE

June Angust season,” said
the update from Colum-

bia's Internatiopal Re
search Instiate for Cli
mate and Society

The Austraiian forecast
was similan It added fhat
conditions in the Indian
Ocean were expected to re-
mait neutral in  the
comingmonths.

The twin updates come
as a reminder that overall
cordlitions continue fo be
adverse for good monsoon

rains this vear. These were
thebasisforthe India Mete-
orological  Department's
forecast of 4 deficient mon-
3001,

However, as the plenti-
ful raing in the past two
weeks indicate, other fac.
torseoukd cometotheaidof
the monsoon from time &0
time. In the present case, it
was a travelling rain-bear.
ing weather disturbance
cailed the Madden Julian
Osciilation (MJO} that en-
ergized the monsoon and
load fo #s surge in central
and south India. With
MJO's effect likely fo wear
thin in the next threafour
days, the monsoon is ex-
pected fo enter a weak
phase by next week.
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Dams W|II hmder CIean Ganga; Uma

Vishwa.Mobian DAMSCGMEINTI&WAYO?OOHTROI.LIHG POLLUTION

@timesgrolp.com

New Delhi: The Centre has
set the ball rolling by faking
many decisions on s ambi
tious clean Gangs mission
put it may find it diffienii to
keep it moving in absence of
e-flow {ecological flow} of the
. river. Flagging her concerns
i againstthemajor culprit(hy-
i dropower projects), the
. Union water resources min:
: ister ¥Tma Bhartl has asked
i different ministries includ
! ing environment and power
} {0 take a cautious approach
: while aliowing construction
i of anynewdameontheriven
: Her ministry is particy.
1 larly against the six conten-
: tioushydropower projectsin
Tttarakhand  which, i
thinks, would severely affect
theeflow of the (Ganga,
Bharti even invoked a 98
year old agreement that was

» Rivers have seif-cleansing
ahility provided they have
uninterrupted fiow of
water round the year

» Uninterrupted
fiow of water -
_Is possible ¥
. Hiver getsits
ecologicat
fiow (e-flow)
» Eflow
refers to the
quality, quantity
and Hming of water
fiows required to maintain
functions, processes,
and resilience of
aguatic ecosystems

> Hwithdrawal of waterfrcm_ |

the river’Is higher than the

ieads to poiitmon

» Experts note that
water withdrawaf\
storage for
hydroelectricity Is
endangering the
healih of the

river Ganga

. » Water resources
.ministry wants different
ministries (emvironment and

| power) to look at the eruclal

issue of e-flow before going
ahead with six power
projects in Uttarakhand

THESE SIX CONTENTIOUS
PROJECTS (i MW) ARE
Lata-Tapovan

RERRS 171
Kotiibhel 1A
IR 19

thellum Tamak
T 28

Alaknanda Badrinath 3
]

Khirzo Ganga
145

Bhyander Ganga
N3

signed between the British
government and a group of
Hindu: lenders, led by educa
tionist and Banaras Hindu
University formder Pandit
Madan Mohan Malviya, in

1016 when it was decided to
maintain uninterrupted
flow of the river while con-
structing irrigation canals
near Haridwar

Bhartl is learnt fo have

urged both the environment
and power ministers not to
rush with-the six proposed
hydro-electricity projects in
Iittarakhand and instead ex-
plore options like solar ener-

Covedng L, ¥ig

sikdl N

gy, The water resources min-
istry has argued that big
dams pose major hurdies in
maintaining the e-flow of the
river which is important fo
feep it clean once the minis
try gets industries and urban
bodiestostopdischargingun-
ireated water into theriver.

1t also noted that even the
zero-discharge policy can't
move iniess the government
ensures eflow of the river
through multiple measures.

The ministry in ltisnoteal
50 painted out said that these
hydro power projects have et
they not started or under very
initial stages of construction
and therefore the loss to the
exchegquer may not be very
large. Bharti iglearnt to have
evenagreed topay tothecom:
panies\stakeholders  from
the ‘Namami' Ganga's kKifty
{Rs20,600 crove)fortheexpen-
diture i the government de-
cides to scrap these projecs.
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Despite robust monsoon,
summer sowing bel

FEARS Farmers have sown only 9.1m hectares so far compared to 9.8

- ' :

Zia Hag

* 7ie haq@hindustantiees com

NEW DELHI: A surge in the mon-
scon has hastened farm opera-
tions inmajor food-bowlsof the
country, but sowing of major
€rops — harring pulses — has
been below normal.

‘The raing, unscathed so far
from a prevailing Bi Ning, have
been 21% above normal, after
a brief ]ull in the first week
since the arrival of menseon
ondune§, five days late, Despite
the good rainfali, Met depart.
ment officials said they weren't
making any changes fo their
predictions of a “deficient”
monscon. -

The rains are vital as 70%
of Indians depend on farm
income and 806% of farms do
have access to the country's
inadequate irrigation network.
The monscon replenishes 91
nationally monitored reser
voirs, whose availabie water
is around 25% of their fotal
storage capacity, which denotes
noresal levels.

Sowing of key summer crops
such as rice, lentils, soya bean,
vegelables and onions, apar:
from cotton has Ffallen behingd
iast year’s levels.

Farmers have so far sown 8.1

4
Tovering L., YIS

miition hectare as compared to
4.8 million hectare at this time
Iast year Rice has been sown in
83 miilion hectares, down from

thenormaj area of 1.6 mzllmzz .

hectares,

The area under pulses, a
key crop whose support prices
were inereased by the govern.
ment last week, stand at 6.45

ow

Indian Nztion

Kzl Duniva {Hindi)
The Times of i
Btz
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par

m last year

-mmmmmwmmm.mmmmmmsmmm AFP PHOTO

million hectares, compared to
the normal area of 0.34 mik
lion hectares, Coarse cereals,
a key diet in low-iicome rural
households, dragat 0.7 million
hectars, compared to a normal
area of 1.1 miflion hectares,
A devastating heat wave in
May and fears of poor raing
seem {o have taken a foll on

sowing operations, but ana.
lysts say the gap is expected
to close by month end, as the
rainy season has defied the Fl
Ninosofar - _
“If monsoon continues to be
good, the sowing gaps will close
soon,” said Sudhir Aggarwal of
Grainwell Commodities Pvt.
14d, a food trade consultant.
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Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath(English)}& Publicity Section

EhRAkEk

725(A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi - 66.

o ‘
Dated
Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on
the CWC website.

o —Bg e 9015
Asgistant Director (publicity)
Encl: As stated above. ,fcq, :

Editor, Bhagirath (English) & Publicity

Director {T.D )

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.). CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www.cwoe. nic.in
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Covering L., YIS



