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Assam yet to give its
nodon Sm(pg project

STATESMAR IEIS SERVICE
Guwahati, 16 June \_‘
The pressure from the Oppo-
sition .against the 9,600
megawatt middle Siang
hydro-electric project of
Arunachal Pradesh is
mounting in Assam as the
state chief minster Tarun
Gogoi, followed by series of
demonstrations by various
civil society groups, declared
that his government was
yet to give consent over the
hydro-electric project.

The  union water
resources minister Uma
Bharti recently disclosed
that the Centre was planning
amajor dam on Siang river
in Arunachal Pradesh which
isexpected toprodtice elec-
tricity and help controlling
floods in Assam.

Theunion minister also
informed- that she had
already apprised Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi about
the project. Meanwhile, All
Assam Students Union
(AASU)sent amemorandum
to Prime Minister Medi ask-
ing for a scientific study
into the possible down-
stream impacts of thémega
project before its execution.
The memorandum alsomen-
tioned of 2,880 megawatt
Dibang multipurpose pro-
ject,where it asserted that
under no circumstance the
fate of Assam could be com-
promised.

The students’ body
accused the union govern-
ment led by Modi of chang-
ing their stand over mega-

dams in northeast India.
The memorandum, whose
copies were also sent to
union power minister
Piyush Goyal, Union envi-
ronment minister Prakash
Javadekar, Union water
resources minister Uma
Bharti claimed that during
the poll campaigning for
2014 general election, Modi
himself opposed big dams
(for small and medium
dams).

Signed by AASU presi-
dent Dipanka Nath and gen-
eral secretary Lurinjyoti
Gogoi, the memorandum
also claimed that as a BJP
leader, Modi endorsed sci-
entific studies on diverse
aspects of mega dams and
encouraged public opinions
against such hydro-electric
dams, but soon after becom-
ing the Prime Minister, he
changed his mind.

They alleged that the
Union environment min-
istry gave the green signal
to 2,880 megawatt Dibang
project without undertaking
any scientifie study and
reiterated that without the
cumulative impact studies
of all proposed dams in the
neighboring state would not
be allowed.

Earlier, Gogoi asserted
that his government ‘hasnot
given any go ahead for the
middle Siang project’, but
even though the union water
resources minister Ms Bhar-
ti ‘continues to repeat that
the Centre got state gov-
ernment’s consent for the
hydro-electric project’.
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{ X1,667-cr aid for
| ﬂood—ravaged J&K

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICI{é It’s too little: Omar

NEW DELHI, JUNE 16

The Centre today announced
an additional amount of Rs
1,667 crore as part of the short-
term relief and reconstruction
measures for flood-ravaged
Jammu and Kashmir. Home
Minister Rajnath Singh
announced the package while
addressing a press confer-
ence in Delhi,

Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley said: "Last year, Rs
2602 crore had been
released (for J&K). Other
than this, Rs 2,437 crore will
be released this (financial)
year.” Later in the evening,
the Home Ministry released
an official statement saying

Former CM Omar Abdullah
tweeted: "Why cannot you
just tell us how much of the
¥44,000 crore package is
going to be approved instead
of this sanction in drips and
drabs?" Mocking the ‘mea-
ger' grant, he said: “Khoda
pahar nikla chooha.”

B The previous state govern-
ment headed by Omar had
demanded a 44,000 crore
package and the
PDP-BJP government
later backed it

a sum of Rs 1,667 crore has
been approved, leading to
some confusion.
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31,667-cr aid for J&K

FROM PAGE 1

Rajnath said: “A sum of Rs
1,602 crore had already
been released from the
National Disaster Response
Fund and State Disaster

On violence, Rajnath said
there was 25 per cent decline
in terror-related incidents in
the state that was also witness-
ing. “significant improve-
ment” in security situation.

Response Fund for immedi Q Jaitley  said  today’s
ate relief to the flood-affec announcement of Rs 1667
ed families. And, Rs 1,000 o crore included Rs 838 crore on
crore has been released a@accountofpendmg]iabﬂjtiesof
Additional Special Plan  the PM’s Reconstruction Plan
Assistance and Rs 770 crore 2014, Rs 551 crore additional ex
under the Prime Minister gratia for repair and recon-
National Relief Fund (PMN-  struction of damaged kuccha

RF). After today’s grant, a
total of Rs 5,039 crore has
been provided for short-
lerm relief and reconstruc-
lion measures for the state.”

houses, Rs 172 crore for the
tourism sector, Rs 59 crore as
subsidy for providing addition-
al foodgrains and Rs 47 crore
for repair of damaged roads.
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Climate and Papacy (; -

“g=t would be no exaggeration to suggest that the
| Pope’s intervention in the political debate
over environment and climate change is as
dramatic as it is unprecedented. In a profound
sense, the Papacy has intervened in the interna-
tional political process; pre-eminently his “teach-
ing letter” or Laudato Si to the world’s 1.2 billion
Catholics transcends the traditional homilies on
religion. Pope Francis has been able to convey the
inessage that the Church can also play the role of
a major political force. Particularly critical is the
timing of the “teaching letter”; it has been
advanced within a week of World Environment
Day (5 June) and barely six months ahead of the
1UN conference in Paris on climate change. Most
crucially, the Vatican has intervened in the face
of the almost relentless wrangling between the
developed and the developing countries. The con-
tinuing discord has compelled the Papacy to but-
tress the obvious ~ the fight against global warm-
ing, no less than the fight against poverty, is a
moral issue. From Copenhagen to Cancun, the
forbidding challenge has defied even an essay
towards a solution, let alone an agreeable pre-
scription. There has been a surfeit of sanctimo-
nious cant; far too little of action on the ground.
As the crisis is collective, so too must be the
attempted resolution. And implicit is the caveat
from Rome that global warming has reached a
juncture when it must be addressed by the whole
world. And the world, it is direly urgent to under-
line, belongs to the Earth.

Unlike on the eve of previous conferences on
climate change, the Vatican has this time thrown
the moral force of the Church into the negotia-
tions which, it is fervently to be hoped, will yield
an agreement this December. It would be perti-
nent to recall that Pope Francis’s predecessor,
RBenedict XVI, had acquired the nickname of the
“Green Pope” for his enthusiasm for matters
cnvironmental. He had initiated the move to
ruake the Vatican carbon-neutral by installing
=nlar panels. Pope Francis has without question
iaken the process forward by raising the issue
with the comity of nations, and richly deserves
ihe appellation of “Green Pope”. He has famously
announced a decisive initiative to blend the spiri-
tual with the political, including the environment
in his canvas. Tragically for the world, Nature
has for far too long been a victim of international
power-play. It will be a deeper tragedy if the real
world of international politics overshadows the
signal from the Vatican. Six months ahead of the
Paris round, it isn’t definite whether that signal
will influence the negotiations. Suffice it to regis-
ter that the Vatican has echoed the perception of
environmentalists, The Pope’s achievement will
be momentous if the philosophy enunciated this
week leads to a deal on global warming.
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TIMES CITY

Suraksha.P@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Delhi Devel-
opment Authority (DDA) on
Tuesday demolished huts and
razed farms spread over 20
acresnear OldIron Bridgenext
to Golden Jubilee Park. This
comes as a part of the demoli-
tion drive ordered by the Na-
tional Green Tribunal (NGT)
on January 13 to clear the Ya-
muna bank of unauthorized
settlements and farms.
According to the order,
“Presently, vegetables, fodder
grown and allied projectsatthe
floodplain of Yamunaarehigh-
ly contaminated. Besides con-
taining ingredients of high
pollutants, such produce is
even found to contain metallic
pollutants... persons eating or
using such agricultural pro-
duce can suffer from serious
diseases including cancer.”
Baljeet Singh, the general
secretary of Delhi peasants so-
ciety, which represents around
2,000 farmers settled on the
floodplain, said around 100
farmers were affected by the
drive and suffered a loss of Rs
20,000 to Rs 25,000 with vegeta-
bles like cucumber, mint, spin-

ach, ladies’ fingers and radish
being destroyed.

“All that weasked for isalit-
tle time to clear our produce.
Around 500 huts werealso bull-
dozed. Three generations of
farmers have lived here. Aksh-
ardham temple, a games vil-
lage and even the secretariat
come under Zone ‘O’ of Yamu-
na. But they only bring down
our homes,” he said, claiming
agricultural activities helped
recharge groundwater levels
and not pollute it.
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NOTHING SPARED: DDA also demolished a makeshift school

DDA bulldozes farmers’ fields, huts

Drive Follows NGT Order To Clear Yamuna Stretch 100 Farmers Affected

_ Photos Rajesh Mehta

Mahinder Singh, 52, a rad-
ish cultivator, said the farmers
were being targeted unneces-
sarily. “The issue came up be-
cause of pollution. So, they
should punish thosewhodump
debrisand chemicals in theriv-
er,” hesaid.

The NGT’s order had men-
tioned that restricted activities
of floriculture and silviculture
could be carried on provided
farmers abided by specific per-
missions and restrictions.

Among the settlement was :
also a makeshift school that
was set on fire by DDA, “Our
children were taught basic :
reading and writing in that :
school. It was run by a boy who
has cleared his Class XII ex-
ams,” said afarmer.

DDA vice-chairman Balvi-
nder Kumar said, “These evic-
tion proceedings are by no me-
ans illegal. We have decided to
build two biodiversity parks
and will clear a stretch of 26km
from Wazirpur to Okhla.”

He added that the authority
had waited for the crops to ma-
ture and the farmers were in-
structed not to sow new crops
from January, but they ignored
his advice.
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Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section
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725(A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi — 66.

Dated [7) . ¢ .« [

Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),

Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on
the CWC website.

It r(ﬁl’vf‘/’:% N

Assistant Director (publicity)
Encl: As stated above.

Editor, Bhagirath (English) & Publicity

Director (T.D.)

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.), CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www.cwc.nic.in
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