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‘Monsoon arrives in Bengal &
dists, may hit Kolkata soon '

statesman news service .

KOLKATA, 13 JUNE: People today heaved a sigh of &?}”’7?; ; 0 -/
relief after a short spell of rain in the city that i
brought down the temperature and provided
respite from the high humidity. But this short | wiyis Al
spell of rain does not signal the onset of mon- and
soon, according to the Kolkata Meteorological
department. What Kolkata witnessed today was
pre-monsoon shower as monsoon is expected to
arrive in the city after three-four days, the Met
office said.
Monsoon has arrived in parts of South 24-
Parganas, Nadia and Murshidabad, as 2 result of
 which Kotkata and the surrounding areas are
- experiencing mild showers. However, the dry
spell will no longer continue even though uncom-
. fortable conditions resulting from cloudy weather
~; will persist for some more days until the onset of
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"This is scheduled pre-monsoon rain. Monsoon

- is expected to hit Kolkata by 15 June,” said an offi-

cial of the Alipore meteorological centre.

-~ “Thunderstorms and pre-monsoon fain brought

down the temperature by a couple of degrees and
also reduced the maximum humidity level,” the
official said. A 21-year-old youth died this after-

. noon when he was struck by lightning at
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Madhyamgram in North 24- Parganas. The boy was
playing football in a field when he was struck by
lightning during the pre-monsoon shower.
Meanwhile, Kolkata Municipal Corporation (KMC)
is gearing up to combat waterlogging in parts of
the city. Both the Mayor and the member, MIC

(sewerage and drainage) assured citizens that the  af

KMC is hundred per cent prepated to combat e
waterlogging in the city. 0
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Dust storm, rain cool city,
pollution rises on sSmog cover

AShram, 3 P Dust storm before the rain on Saturday. Praveen Khanna

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHL JUNE13

A POWERFUL dust storm fol-
lowed by rain brought tempera-
tures down in the city on
Saturday afternoon, bringing re-
liefto residents reeling under the

sweltering heat.

But while the downpour
brought respite from the heat, it
was preceded by a blanket of
smog cover over the city, with
pollution levels reaching almost
nine times the prescribed stan-
dards at some places.

Dr Rajendra K Jenamani,
head of the Met department at

IGI Airport, said this was the
“season’s worst” dust and thun-
derstorm and was accompanied
by strong gusts of winds
recorded at 95 kmph between
2.45 pmand 3.30 pm. “The cur-
rent smog cover in the city
started in the moming, when the
winds became calmer. Visibility
remained very low, up to 1,100
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FORECAST
Partly cloudy
sky. Duststorms/
thunderstorms likely

MAX: 39.7 | MIN: 29
1°Cabove | 1°Cabove
normal | normal

SUNRISE: 524 am
SUNSET: 720 pm

m in parts of Delhi. This might
intensify in the next 48 hours
-and there is the possibility of
more moisture tomMoITow.”

Asper the DPCC, air pollution
levels peaked in the city hours
before the thunderstorm. AtRK
Puram, for instance, Particulate
Matter 2.5 (PM 2.5) levels were
recorded at 551 pg/m3. This is
over nine times higher than the
Indian standard of 60 pg/m3.
PM 2.5 levels are internationally
accepted as the best marker for
air pollution.

The Meteorological depart-
ment recorded 4.8 mm of rain.
“Temperatures came down be-
low the 40-degree Celsius mark
as the maximum temperature
settled at 39.7 degrees Celsius,
which is one notch above the
season’s average. The minimum
temperature during the day was
recorded at 29 degrees Celsius,”
aMeT official said.

Several trees and power lines
were uprooted. A police officer
wasinjuredwhenatree collapsed.






