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- THANKSTO the unseasonal rain
.~ inMarch, the main reservoirs of
.~ the country currently contain
above-average water levels, filled
35 per cent more than whatis ex-
pected at this time of the year,
~ The 91 major reservoirs,
monitored on a regular basis by
the Central Water Commission,
together have about 45 billion
cubic metres of water in them,
which isabout 28 per cent of the
. total capacity of thesereservoirs.
At this time of the year, these
. reservoirs together are expected
. to be filled up to 21 per cent of
their total capacity, the average
of the last ten years.

This year’s storage levels are
almost the same as that of last
year at this time.

Healthy water levels in the
reservoirs are crucial in a year in
which the monsoonis predicted
tobe belownormal. The Metde-
ent had last month said

season from June to September.
The water in the reservoirs

are used not just forirrigationor -
drawing power, but also for

drinking in several states.
Authorities regulate the us-
age of water in such a way that
reservoirs get filled near to their
- full capacities by the end of the

- How much rainwater flows into
. the reservoir depends not only
- onthe amount of rainfall but also
- whether rain has taken place in
- the catchment areas.
. Ofthe 91 reservoirs, 67 cur-
' rently have water up to more
 than 80 per cent of their normal
!levels. Another 10 have water be-
tween 50 per cent and 80 per
cent of their normal storage.
. As of now, reservoirs in the
.~ north, east and central India are
. inabetter position than those in
the south. The six reservoirs of
the northern region are filled up
1042 per cent of their total capac-
ity as compared to the 10-year
average of 28 per cent. Similarly,
the 15 reservoirs in easternIndia
are currently filled up to 36 per
cent of their total capacity against
the average of 20 per cent.

The reservoirs in the basins of

Kutch, and west-flowing rivers of
south India all have more water
than normal. Tapi and Cauvery,
andthe east-flowing rivers of the
' south, too are close to normal.
Only the reservoirs in the basins
- of the Sabarmati and Krishna
| riversare deficient.

- Monsoon season in September.

the Ganga, Indus, Narmada,
Godavari, Mahanadi, rivers of
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 ABOVE AVERAGE

. Total live storage in 91 major

 reservoirs as of May 21 was
44.792 billion cubic metres
(BCM), or 28% of storage
capacity at full reservoir
 level (FRL)

 The current storage is nearly
100% of last year's storage at
this time, and 135% of the

last 10 years’ average
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As %age of live capacity at Full
Reservoir Level (FRL) 1

I AS OF WEEK ENDING MAY 21
¥ 10 YRS’ AVERAGE FOR SAME PERIOD

CURRENTSTATUS

Deviation from 10-year average

 SOFTHEFULLEST =
- Sardar Sarovar (Gujarat) 49
Upper Tapi (Maharashtra) 46
Matatila(UP) - 45
42 . . Bansagar (MP) 41
3 ; Kabini (Karnataka) 40

Mahanadi (Chhattisgarl)s, -26
Nagarjuna Sagar (Andhrali :

- Pradesh&Telangana) -22
_RanaPratap Sagar (Rajasthan) -22
' Somasila (Andhra Pradesh)
Srisailam (Andhra & Telanganaj:
Allfiguresin percent

Total
reservoirs
monitored

91

10reservoirs(11%) Up to 50% of normal storage‘

67 reservoirs
(74%)
L More than 80%
14 reservoirs of normal
{E 5%) storage
51-80% of

normal storage
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 Fiery heat for 6 more days

but major rain relief on

- Tives News NETWORK

New Delhi: The capital re-

mained on the roast pit for the

fifth straight day, with the
maximum temperatureafiery
45 degrees Celsius on Tuesday:
Theweatherman held outboth
good and bad news for Delhi-
ites— heavy showers could be
on the horizon but are likely to

i hit the city after another six -

scorchingdays, around June2.

There could be a brief res-
: pite in between, the Met office
:  said, but it may not count for

much. Meanwhile, Palam con-
| tinued to be the hottest of hot-
“spotsin NCRwithahighof46.3

degrées"Con Tuesday, followed

ay
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! Max temps in past 5 days:
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Toll Crosses 800 in

‘Andhra, Telangana

tleast39people diedinthe

heatwave in Andhraand
Telangana on Tuesday, pushing
up the total toll in the two states
past800in the past week.
Heatwave conditions prevailed
inmany other parts of India
with reports of deaths coming
infrom Odlsha and Gu;arat P12

ers are expected. But maxi-

45.5and theRidgeat45.3.  mum temperatures will not
~ “The heat wave is hkelyto fall substantially,” said BP
subsidemarginallyonThurs- Yadav dlrect@r IMD.

day and Friday, when stray

dust storms or thundershow- >Weekend heatwave, P5

bContmued from P1

here is high likelihood
I of the heatwave re-
turnmg on May 30 and
continuingfor anothercouple
of days, Yadav said.
“Delhiites can expect ma-
jor relief from the heat from
- June2, when there are indica-
tions of good showers in the
region which may last till
June 4. Thereafter, easterly
windsare likely toreplace the
hot westerlies, which would
havea coolingeffect,” he said.
Day temperatures have
been at least 4 degrees above
normal in Delhi since Friday.
aditions have
¢ d on Monday and
Tuesday. Heat wave condi-
tions are met when the maxi-
mum temperature either tou-
ches 45 degrees or is five
degrees abovenormal.
“This has been a long

SUMMER RELIEF

stretch of gnrelentmg ‘heat.

“Earlier we were getting a

stray thundershower or dust
storm every few days to keep
temperatures under check,
but that has not happened for

around 12 days now,” said a

Met official.

' “Beyond a point, the tem- -

perature stops mattering but

Frlday,« Satamlay gnd.smmday‘~

saw day temperaturerisefour -

degrees above normal, fol-
lowed by two days of heat

wave. The air is dry with no

hint of moisture. Humidity
/levelson Tuesday werejust 18-
39%),” the official said.

There hasbeennoreliefin

the evenings too. “At 5.30 in

_theeveningon Tuesday were-

corded a scorching 43 degrees
at Safdarjung and 44 degrees

at Palam. That shows very

high heating of land is taking
place,” the official said.

While Thursday’s dust
storm may do nothing much

- to bring down the temper-

ature, the remaining three
daysof themontharelikely to
have clear skiesand hencethe
temperaturesmaymeagam

However,astrongwestern =
d1sturbance isexpected toim- -

pact the western Hlmalayan
region in the coming month

.which will have an impact

over the plains of northwest

India. The Met has predicted
“51gn1ﬁcant rain” for two to

 three days from June 2, fol- :
lowed by abrief periodof low- :

er temperatures with moist
easterly winds blowmg over
thé region intheaftermath of

 the western disturbance.
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Heat wave toll crosses 800, no
~ hope of respite till month- end

- MERCURY RISING Most victims are construction workers, eIderIy and homeless, warnings |ssued

for Odisha, Jharkhand and Andhra Pradesh signalling high chances of heatstroke dehydration

HT Correspondents and Agencles

= Seners@hmdustannmes com

NEW DELHI: An unrelenting :

heat wave has killed more than

800 people across the country
over the past two weeks with

southern neighbours Andhra

~ Pradesh and Telangana bear-
ing the brunt, and authorities
warned that temperatures were
likely to soar until the monsoon
hits at the end of the month.
- As the mercury climbed to

| 45° C in Delhi on Tuesday, roads
in the national capital melted and

blistering hot winds kept people .

indoors for most of the day.
Authorities said most victims
were construction workers, the
elderly or the homeless, with 551
deaths in Andhra Pradesh and at
least 266 in Telangana where tem-
. peratures have hovered between
45 and 48 degrees over the past
few days.

The maximum temperature
recorded in Telangana was
44.5° C degrees in Ramagundam
city while Jangameswarapuram
in Andhra was two notches high-
er at 46.4° C, but the absence of
power cuts was a huge relief for
residents of the two states.

The weather office issued
“red box” warnings for Odisha,

* Jharkhand and coastal Andhra
Pradesh, signalling high chances
of heatstroke, dehydration and
fatality with temperatures inch-
ing upwards of 45° C and condi-

~ tions worsened by constant dry;
sweltering winds. :
Odisha continued to reel with

Titlagarh in Balangir district

clocking the highest temperature
of 47.6°C, while authorities said

i : ‘they‘r.'eceived reportsof 67 deaths

in the past week.

A sizzling sun haked large
parts of Punjab and Haryana as
maximum temperatures settled
a few notches above normal in

most areas. Karnal in Haryana

recorded 44°C, four degrees above
normal, while searing heat swept
Ludhiana in Punjab at 42.6°C.
The heat wave was mainly
triggered by an abrupt end to
pre-monsoon showers and miss-
ing storms. A brewing cyclonic

weather péttern in the Arabian
Sea two weeks ago lost steam

qulckly, while depressmns, s

rain-causing systems, in the Bay
of Bengal headed off towardsthe
northwest states which are get-
ting plentiful rains.

Sporadic rains cooled down

 the eastern state of Jharkhand

as the maximum temperature
dropped to a comfortable 35°C
in capital Ranchi, while it also

 drizzled in parts of neighbouring

j Ahmedabad this mon

West Bengal, including Kolkata.
Officials lrecorded seven
deaths in Gujarat’s capit

the civic body 1ssu1ng an

“orange alert”, indicatinga |

prolonged heat wave, expect-
ing temperatures to shoot up to
43/ to: 45°C over. the next
seven days. -

(With inputs from Hyderabad,

Bhubaneswar, Chandigarh, Lucknow,

Ranchi, Jaipur, Ahmedabad)
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Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section
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725(A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New DeIh‘ir—- 66.

Datedg7~6’, QO/S“’

Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on

the CWC website.

Assestant D;rector (publicity)
Encl: As stated above.

Editor, Bhaqirath (Enaglish) & Publicity

Director (T.D.)

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.), CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www.cwc.nic.in
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