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PMseeks report on
Scheme

.cation of 10,000 crore. How-

3

" ‘ment, Prime Minister

irrigation
T

: Ontheeveof the compleﬁon

of one year of his govern-
ister Naren--
dra Modi has sought a

. detailed report from the
' agriculture ministryonhis -

petirrigationscheme, Prad- -

han Mantri Gram Sichai

Yozana, “For the last few days

 officials are on the job and -

a proper and detailed pre-
sentation isbeing prepared
after taking inputs from
important stakeholdersand

‘the state governments,”an .

official said,

Sources said the min-
Istryisinappreciativemood

on the feedback it has re-

ceived on the scheme. -

“Reportsfrom various states
on their own respective
models of irrigation'schemes
have been found very help.-
ful in preparing the pre- -

. sentation,” sources said,

_However, her hectic
‘Schedule and involvement
inbigger projects, including

- the ambitious river link-

ing and ‘Clean Ganga pro-
Ject, had forced Union Water
Resources Minister Uma
Bharti to give up the Prad-
han Mantri Gram Sichai’
Yozanaand it has been now
“sent back” to the agricul- z
ture ministry, =~ ;

~ The  scheme was
announced in the budget
2014-15by finance minister
Arun Jaitley with an allo-

Covering L., YIS

ever, Ms Bharti had request-
ed the Prime Minister to'
shift the scheme; “Finally
the project was passed on
totheagriculture ministry

- where it was initially moot-

ed after the formation of the’
Modi government,” sources
said. Under the new concept.
paper prepared by the agri-
culture ministry under
Radha Mohan Singh, a con-
fidant of the Prime Minis-

‘ter, the government can

ensure involvement of Pan-
chayati Raj institutions for
greater participation of
'people"atthepl_annjnglevel,
officials said. -

" The micro irrigation

Dproject is expected to play

a game-changer for water-
starved farmers in Bun-
delkhand, Vidarbha and
parts of water-starved west-
ern India, including
Rajasthan and' Gujarat,
sourcessaid. . .
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UP, MP at war over sharing
water from Bansagar dam

Uma Calls CMs
To Delhi, But Yet
To Get Response

Vishwa.Mohan@timesaroup.com

New Delhi: Uttar Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh appear
to be on warpath over shar-
ing water from the Bansagar
dam across the Sone river
Last week, Madhya Pradesh
flatly refused to share water
with Uttar Pradesh due to
the dispute over operational
expenses, forcing the latter
toknockatthe Centre’sdoor
Though the Union water
resources minister Uma
Bharti has called a meeting
of the chief ministers of
both the states on Thursday
to sort out the issue amica-
bly, neither the UP nor the
MP government confirmed
participation of the CMs till
late on Wednesday evening.
“It is expected that both
the states will send their irri-
gation ministers and senior

officers for the meeting,” said

an official, adding that the
stand taken by the two state
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SONE SUTRA

Pradesh and Bihar

Water sharing from Bansagar dam
across the river Sone

River Sone, a tributary | Bansagar dam s

of the Ganga, flows located in Satna (left
through Madhya bank) and Shahdol | _
Pradesh, Uttar (right bank) districts |

of MadhyaPra.desh e

In lakh hectare

PRI MP (Rewa, Sidhi, Satna and Shahdol districts) 249

irrigation UP (Sonbhadra and Mirzapur districts) REEEG_—_——— 1.5

benefits Bihar (Bhojpur, Buxar and Rohtas districts) NN 094
governments this time is Centre tothe MP government.  the Centre would try for solu-
quiterigid as compared to the Pandya said, “The UPgov-  tionat Thursday’s meeting,
similardisputetwoyearsago. = ernment wants MP to release The MP government had :

The official said if the
states don’t budge from their
respective positions, UP, being
an aggrieved party, may even
approach: the water disputes

Utribunal. After being refused
release of water from the dam,
the UP government had last
week written to the chairman
of Central Water Commission
(CWC), A BPandya, requesting
a suitable direction from the

2000 cusecs of waterfrom Ban-

sagardam for twomonthsinto.

Sone river against its due
share of one million acre-feet
(MFA) of water from the.dam.
The UP govermnent has said
an acute crisis of drinking
and irrigation water has aris-
en in Sonbhadra and Mirza-
purdlsmctsduetosevemheat
and scarcity of rains.” The
CWC chairman told TOI that

said it had not even stored
UP’sshareof water in Bansa-
gar dam because the latter :
had not agreed to share the :
“gperationandmaintenance
expensesof thedam”.
Under an agreement,
signed by UB, MP and Bihar in
1973,2 MAF outof total dMAF
of watermtheBansagarDam
is meant for MP while one
MAF each for UP and Bihar
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