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Funding for Jal Jeevan
Mission increases 27%

NEW DELHI: In a leg up for the
Jal Jeevan Mission, a scheme to
provide all of India’s roughly 192
million rural households with
piped water by 2024, the Union
Budget on Wednesday increased
its allocation to 70,000 crore
for 2023-24, 27% higher than the
revised estimate of 55,000
crore for 2022-23. The Budget
estimate 2022-23 for the scheme
was 360,000 crore.

Finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman also allocated
97,277.67 crore to the ministry
of Jal Shakti, which oversees the
Jal Jeevan Mission, up 40.87%
from last year’s allocation of

369,053.02 crore, in the Budget.

In a statement, the Jal Shakti
ministry last week said the gov-
ernment had so far provided 110
million rural households with
functional tap water connec-
tions. Data from the ministry’s
dashboard showed that 56% of
the targeted 193 million house-
holds had been covered.

When PM Narendra Modi
launched the Jal Jeevan Mission
in 2019, only about one-sixth of
the households had doorstep
water supply. The Centre has
committed 3.5 lakh crore for
the completion of the Jal Jeevan
Mission. HTC



Teeking to benefit poll-

bound Karnataka, the

S government in its Budget

fior 2023-24 proposed for a cen-

tral assistanceof Rs5300crore

that would benefit drought-
proneregionsof thestate,

The money will be given to
the Upper Bhadra project to
provide sustainable micro ir
rigation and filling up of sur-
face tanks for drinking water:
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Govt pours 35,300cr into and regmns_uf poll-bound K'taka

The project, a lift irrigation
scheme, envisages lifting of
174 thousand million cubic
feet of water from river Thun-
gato Bhadra reservoirand 29.9
thousand million cubic from
Bhadra reservoir, Besides pro-
viding drinking water, the pro-
ject isexpectad to irrigate over
one lakh hectares of farm land

' micro ll':l:‘lg:ltl-l:l]'l
u:imu;.ht prene  districts 1::1!‘
Chikkamagaluru, Chitraduar-
ga, Tumkurand Davangere.

Expressing happiness
over the announcement, Kar-
nataka chief minister Basav-
araj Bommai said the Upper
Bhadra Preject has been one
of the important irrigation

projocts of the state and itwill
irrigate over one lakh hec-
tares of land in drought-hit
and dry land in central Kar-
nataka, The state had for-
warded a proposal to the Cen-
tre to declare this a national
project and he was happy that
a grant of Rs 5,300 crore had
been announced, he added.

During appraisal of the
project, the Central Water
Commizsion under Jal Shakti
ministry had ascertained
that the water utilisation
proposed under Upper Bha-
dra project by Karnataka is
well within the allocations
made to the state by Erishna
Water Dispute Tribunal - L.
The estimated cost of the pro-
Jjectis Bs 16,0125 crore, Teas TOI
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Social Sector
Ambitious Jal Jeevan
mission gets 27% hike,

with an eye on
general elections

Higher fund flow for Jal Jeevan

169,684 crore allocated to Centre’s marquee mission that aims to provide piped water to every rural household by

2024; Swachh Bharat Mission-Rural that seeks to sustain open defecation-free status in villages gets 377,000 crore

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ith an eye on
w the Lok Sabha
election and

the deadline approaching
for the government’s ambi-
tious bid to provide piped
water to every rural house-
hold by 2024, the Union
government's marquee Jal
Jeevan Mission has been al-
located ¥69,684 crore, up
from the 54,808 crore the
Jal Shakd Ministry is ex-
pected to spend in the cur-
rent financial year.

This works out to a
roughly 27% hike. The
Swachh Bharat Mission-Ru-
ral that aims to “sustain”
the open defecation-free
(ODF) status in India's vil-
lages has been appor-
tioned ¥77,000 crore, up

Every drop counts: People collecting drinking watzr from a tanker
truck in Dindigul, Tamil Nadu. FILE PHOTD

water connections. This
works out to about 56% of
the targeted 19.3 crore hou-
seholds. In  September
2022, 53% of the house-
holds, or 10.2 crore house-
holds, had been covered.

from the 60,000 crore
the government expects to
spend by March 2023,

Last week, the Ministry
tweeted that the govern-
ment had provided 11 crore
rural households with tap

In October 2022, a Mi-
nistry-commissioned sur-
vey of a cross-section of ru-
ral households said that
Tamil Nadu, Himachal Pra-
desh, Goa and Puducherry
had maore than 80% of hou-
seholds with fully
functional connec-
tions, while fewer
than half of the hou-
seholds in Rajas-
than, Kerala, Mani-
pur, Tripura,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pra-
desh, Mizoram and Sikkim
had such connections.

Functional connection
A fully functional tap water
connection is defined as a
household getting at least
55 litres of potable water
per capita a day all through
the year.

Close to three-fourths of

households, according to
the survey, received water
all seven days a week, and
8% just once a week.

On average, households
received water for three
hours every day, and 80%
reported that their
daily requirements
of water were being
met by the tap
connections,

The Jal Jeevan
Mission has a finan-
cial outlay of 3.6 lakh
crore, with the Centre
funding 50% of the cost
with States and Union Ter-
ritories, except for Union
Territories without a Legis-
lature where it foots the en-
tire bill, and northeastern
and Himalayan States and
Union Territories with le-
gislatures, where it funds
90% of the bill.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Millennium Post- 02- February-2023

IMD expectls
‘normal
rainfall’ in
northwest
India in Feb

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Northwest
India is expected to witness
“normal rainfall” in Febru-
ary while coldwave days in the
region are less likely, the India
Meteorological Department
said on Wednesday.

Normal to below nor-
mal minimum temperatures
are likely over most parts of
the country except northeast
and adjoining east India, the
weather office said.

Below-normal maximum
temperatures are likely over
most parts of peninsular India
during February, India Meteo-
rological Department (IMD)
Director-General M Mohapa-
tra said. “The 2023 February
rainfall averaged over north-
west India is most likely to be
normal (89-112 per cent of
LPA). The long-period average
(LPA) of rainfall over north-
west India during February,
based on the data of 1971-2020,
is about 65.0 mm. Meanwhile,
days with coldwave conditions
are expected to be less.

“Monthly rainfall over the
country as a whole during Feb-
ruary 2023 is most likely to be
normal (82-119 per cent of
LPA)” Mohapatra said during
a press conference.

The long-period average
-- the rainfall recorded over a
particular region for a given
interval -- during February,
based on data from 1971 to
2020, is about 22.7 mm.

Above-normal maximum
temperatures are very likely in
most parts of east and north-
east India, east-central India
and some parts of northwest
and west-central India.

The minimum tempera-
tures are most likely to be nor-
mal to below normal over most
parts of the country except
northeast and adjoining east
India, northern parts of the
west coast and some parts of
northwest India, where it is
most likely to be above normal.

“The probability forecast for
the maximum temperatures
indicates that during February,
below-normal maximum tem-
peratures are likely over most
parts of peninsular and some
parts of central India.

“Above-normal maximum
temperatures are very likely in
most parts of east and north-
east India, east-central India
and some parts of north-
west and west central India,”
Mohapatra said.
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