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The New Great Game In The Himalayas

China’s territorial disputes are as much about dommatmg important rivers as occupying land

AD Singh

In 2005, the World Bank published
a report ‘India’'s Water Economy:
Turbulent Times Ahead’. Tucked in
the report was the statistic that India
could store 30 days of rainfall in its
_ | dams or 200 cubic metres (cum) per
person. Again in 2012, in an answer to a Parliament
question, Gol stated that the per capita water storage
capacity in the country stood at 209 cum - essentially
unchanged from the previous figure.

However, the reply also stated the figure for China -
416 cum. With nearly 98,000 dams/water storage
structures of various kinds, China today has the
largest network of water storage assets in the world.
Contrary to India, it has consistently invested in
creating freshwater storage capacity.

India’s water challenge
China’s requirement of freshwater is huge. By cross-

subsidising production over environmental costs,

Beijing wants to leapfrog to an industrialised economy

before the environmental costs become too great.

Essentially they have exported water inalarge way and

would be facing the consequences in future.

® Some independent sources estimate that nearly 60%
of their freshwater sources are contaminated to
some degree.

® The water in the main artery of the Brahmaputra
river system, the Siang, turns dirty and grey when
the stream enters India from Tibet.

® Thereasonsforsuchhighlevelsof pollution in the Siang
can only be ascertained when data is shared by China.

Hidden reason for China’'s border disputes

With huge deposits of rare earth minerals, China
wants to maximise the benefits to monopolise emerging
green technologies - be it zero-emission vehicles or chip
making. However, such industries require huge amounts
of freshwater. With the US bent onrestricting chip manu-
facturing technologies, the Chinese Communist Party’s

foremost goal is to build a domestic chip industry.
It is estimated that a large chip fabrication facility
can use in excess of 10 million gallons of ultra pure
water per day —equivalent to domestic consumption of
aquarter millionfamilies. Similarly, extraction of rare
earth minerals requires huge amounts of freshwater.
Both are essential to the future of the communist party
and their vision of Pax Sinica.
And therein lies the conundrum: Why is China
involved in border disputes with almost all its
neighbours? The answer is that it is not only land that
Chinacovets—itisfreshwaterorrather control overthe
future use of freshwater.
Most of the major rivers of South Asia originate in
the Tibetan plateau. This is the ‘Third Pole’ for water
with nearly 46,000 glaciers. Nearly half that water, i.e.
48%, runsdirectly into India.
® According to the Chinese Academy of Sciences,
the Tibetan glaciers are melting at the rate of 7%
annually and two-thirds of the glaciers on the
plateau will be gone by 2050.

® The International Centre for Integrated Mountain
Development has revealed alarming details on the
sustainability of the Himalayan ecology.

® According to their findings, the current trend of

Zhangmu Dam, Tibet. Photo provided by author

melting suggests that Ganga, Indus, Brahmaputraand
other rivers across the northern India plains could
most likely become seasonal rivers in the near future.

Weaponising water

Afteryearsof outrightdenial, Indian satellites confir-
med the existence of the Zhangmu dam on the Brahma-
putra at the Great Bend from where the river takes a
sharp U-turn, forming the world’s deepest gorge, an area
reported to have hydropower potential of 38,000 MW.

China has dammed almost every major river on the
Tibetan plateau, including the Mekong, Salween,
Brahmaputra, Yangtze, Yellow, Indus, Sutlej, Shweli
and Karnali. Ithasunveiled planstodamtheriversthat
still remain free flowing, such as the Arun and the
Subansiri. There is frenzied dam building in China
bordering on the paranoid.
@ Intheyears2000and2005,the PareechuLakeburstin
Tibet, causing heavy destruction of livelihoods,
infrastructure and socio-economic assets down-
stream, particularly in Kinnaur and Shimla
districts of Himachal Pradesh.
By denying timely data to India, CCP may well be
weaponising a tool for coercion.
In 2017 during the height of the Doklam crisis, in
violation of two legally binding bilateral accords,
China refused to supply hydrological data to India,
underscoring how it was weaponising the sharing
of water.
It stated that this was due to some technical
problems with monitoring equipment. However,
sources confirmed that the equivalent data
continued to be provided to Bangladesh.
CCP has plans to occupy all important watersheds in
the Himalayas to justify water transfer schemes and its
right touse watersemanatingfrom these watersheds. Dok-
lam, Galwan are well-planned moves towards a creeping
acquisition of territories and the high points of the
Himalayan watersheds. There is a hidden war already on
and weneed to take our heads out of the sand torecogniseit.

The writer is member of Rajyva Sabha and on Parliament’s
Consultative Committee on Defence
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EXPLAINED

Assessing the case for amending India-Pak Indus Waters Treaty

AMITABH SINHA

THERE ARE. P/ wery= I koo af Inadiar's reoent
THEC iy Pk sty on 1 lndius Waners Toeary,
which governs the shanng of she rvers fiovw-
i Thivasgh e Ca-Counires,

It can bewieveedas India’s counber meas-
e i [Ptk ST Iepea g Ol OO [Ty
irrigationor power progecton the edias sde
of the Indus hasin. This would inply thar
Pakistan diops ivs ebsiru e approach,
Inchia might not insist oname nding the Treaty.

Mrernarively, this canm he seen as the be-
prring of sormething moresignificant. India

ol b s o kol making amendmenis
1ot Treasty decd el T just st Che ball
ol lireg wwrithy the nivtice, sersed on Jamary 25.

While it is gremature o hazand a goes
an the eveniual suiceene of the move, the
renveEiarion of the lrddus Wasers Trealy &
not as radical am idea as & might appear. In
{3, i is niot a newy ke at all,

Sewveral reasons to renegotiate

Calls bor anemding or rencgotiating the
Indwus WWabers Treaty have been made For
mdane thar pax decackes o om bath Sidies,
Dezspite Deing avearched mearky 80 percenlol
thie veater floww in these fvers, Pakitan has
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riveers e el The Treaty pone lca foll ight=
oreet the wiaers of these three ‘Easiem’” rivers,
vl el of e [hows i The e VWiesieam
fivers = Jhelurm, Thenab and Indus = were
miant B Pakistar, The \WWestern riveers have
far greater volurnes Aowing o them.

Bur thas i nat the anly reason wivy
Pabiistani wirices want the Toealy nenepoliabed.
Experts on both sides agree that there have
Beeern ignilacant changes simce the Trealy
came o being in 1960, and i reeds o be
ek e Thee e s of Clinnane chane and
the atvancernent in waber storage and mam-
agerment iechnologies are cited 2= same of
The st cormpe g redeons b rereseolisle,
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change has been a deorease in the overal|
e b thie Iniduss rver sy, The decline
v ar s juest b S peer oo oo 15460, bl
= expected toworsen rapidiy

O the onher Paaned], Pakiiran's popil s
fhas moreased =mio seeen Hmes Snoe Inde-
[peniderice, and 5 st growing ata st pace
That reans mcresed chemumd forveter, arald
thus increased dependence on thess rvers.

Considering new technologies

Thae Inclits Weaters Treary |8 very prescrip-
tive in what cam or canmaot be done on the

[twars by India, the LT iipanian stare, B
Rl dares o peservoary ave veery dilTensm
frmmche ores in dhe B0 Whenever India
T b Lo use pammer desizns and technolo-
gies, Pakistan has objected, lde with the
Baghhar dam.

The dlegeste over the Baxglibar dam had o
be referd na neuimsl apen whe naed in
Erviour of India. argearg that the nes echnol-
oy, even i ot fully in accordance with the
Trzary, wioukd proleng e 1 of the projec.
and veas therefore in everyone's inberest.
Bakiing the Theary non-frescripd b on de-
i and rechnd ko could also bl e
the adbwere of N -
v ensai Lalsiliny i the Inddies river systenm.

i(ther reasons indude the need for joing
managemen, greanet Tesdbilivy in urilisaton
of wiaters, and sdoplion of basin-wise ap-
proach in the management of the iver vwa-
TS, Soime Pakistani wices also hope that a
renegntiation of the Treaty would allrs: China
&0 hecamie a party, vahich woadd then ne-
trabse Incha s acheantage, The ndues b ex-

nznds o China and Alghantstan as vl

Weaponsing the waters

Thestae reasons notvat hstandeg. itwould
b manve bo a=sume that India’s proposal o
i Py thee Treany s driven By amythirg orher
thansimiegc inberest. Despie ibs reputation
s nne o e mos sucTessial water-sharnng
agreernents befveeen coundries, the Ieclus
Weaters Treaty has kept both India and
Pabdmandissaished for sixdecades

Im hi= asthoritative book Indus Bosin
Urningerrupesd; A History of Teemitory and
Pl from Alesandes Fo IWelr Lncam Kurma
Sinha, Senior Rl by at the Mano har Parrikar
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tailed the ohischions raised by several lead -
15, inchaling fral Bihar Vaipayvees, shen the
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Jaracaharial Rehna in 50 Mehn was casti-
garad for “yielding 1o Pakeran's wishes™ and
e b “concessions after mnoessions™.
Hinwwever, the Treamy has boen largely ahseng
from public digscoarse after that — wnkke in

Paksrran, whene s perogived infustios i par
ol versdey comaersations

However, the Sepiemnber 2106 Lin attack
changed things in India, trigperaee a pubhc
clarmour ing the Treaty, Beirg the
upper ripanian st India has a disinc ad-
vanbrze, withan iy ore-=sded power-io
inflict cdamage. Inchan govememenis e ten
T pemsdsbing] the bervpation o-use the Treaty
it a strategic v agarst Pakstan. Bue in the
altermath of the arrack. Prime Minister
Marendra Modi's "blood and waber canmot
fivs eopette 1 renark, amd the temparany
supEpension of routise meerngs af Indas
Comemisssoners, sgralled a depanure, The
el recliop o Pakieran & anciber stepin
samme cirection.

Iy a Wy, Ehils = ancther Balakot moment,
Thinobi: i rmessseze o Pakistan that da
wemild be unpredictable in it dealings with
Ir, andd wiorihd i Sy ey noan escalarion.
Considening Pakistan’s desperate depend-
ence on the Indis hasinm rivers, chis inoRsel
couk! b esctrermedy unseftling.
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Aegri sector records 4.6% growth
in last 6 years: Economic Survey

India has emerged as net exporter of agricultural products in 2021-22
. e

NEW DELHI: The Economic
Survey of India, which was
tabled in the Parliament on
Tuesday, has presented a very
promising picture of growth in
agriculture and the allied sector
as the survey has stated that the
agriculture sector has been wit-
nessing a robust growth with
an average annual growth rate
of 4.6 per cent over the last six
years.

In terms of access to agri-
cultural credit, the government
has set a target of Rs 18.5 lakh
crore in agricultural credit flow
in 2022-23. In 2021-22, it was
about 13 per cent more than
the target of Rs 16.5 lakh crore.

As per the Survey, India has
emerged as the net exporter
of agricultural products, with
exports in 2021-22 touching a
record USD 50.2 billion.

“With its solid forward

linkages, the agriculture and
allied activities sector sig-
nificantly contributed to the
country’s overall growth and
development by ensuring food
security,” it said, adding that
the sector grew by 3 per cent
in 2021-22 compared to 3.3 per
cent in 2020-21 and in 2020-
21, exports of agriculture and
allied products from India grew
by 18 per cent over the previ-

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

ous year.

The Economic Survey has
attributed the sector’s growth
and buoyancy to the “mea-
sures taken by the government
to augment crop and live-
stock productivity, ensure cer-
tainty of returns to the farmers
through price support (Mini-
mum Support Price) and pro-
motion of crop diversification.”

It further stated that income

In terms of access to
agricultural credit,
the government has
set a target of Rs
18.5 lakh crore in
agricultural credit
flow in 2022-23

support to farmers through the
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sam-
man Nidhi (PM-KISAN) and
the promotion of allied activi-
ties has led to diversification in
sources of farmers’ income by
improving their resilience to
weather shocks.

The survey has also listed
the number of steps taken by
the government in line with the
recommendations of the Com-
mittee on Doubling of Farmers
Income.

Though the government

has constituted a jumbo com-
mittee on MSP guarantee and
recommendations of the panel
is yet to come in this regard,
the Survey has stated that the
government has been increas-
ing the MSP for all 22 Kharif,
Rabi and other commercial
crops with a margin of at least
50 per cent over the all-India
weighted average cost of pro-
duction since the agricultural
year 2018-19.

Given nutritional require-
ments and changing dietary
patterns and to achieve self suf-
ficiency in pulses and oilseeds
production, the government
has fixed relatively higher MSP
for pulses and oilseeds, it said.

The survey has also noted
that India has the highest num-
ber of organic farmers in the
world at 44.3 lakh, and 59.1
lakh ha area has been brought
under organic farming by
2021-22.
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Jawai dam set to quench thirst of villagers

The Hindu Burean
JAIPUR

The historic Jawai dam,
built by the erstwhile rul-
ers of the Jodhpur princely
State in Pali district in
1946, is set to quench the
thirst of the villagers in the
Jaitaran Assembly consti-
tuency with plans being
formulated for drinking
water supply. The water
supply from the dam is
proposed to be started for
38 villages by May this
year.

The villagers have also
been demanding the re-
lease of water in the Jawai
river, a tributary of the Lu-
ni river, which will help in-
crease the groundwater le-
vel in over 180 villages in
the region. The stoppage of
the river’s natural flow by
the dam has adversely af-
fected irrigation activities
in the area measuring 2.7
lakh hectares.

The Jawai dam is the big-
gest dam constructed in
western Rajasthan with a
capacity of 7,887.5 million

cubic feet and covering
414.05 sqg. km of cultivable
command area, while its
catchment area comprises
720 sq. km. The announce-
ment for the release of wa-
ter for drinking was made
in the House on Monday.

120 villages in scheme

Public Health Engineering
Minister Mahesh Joshi said
that four of the villages,
where drinking water was
proposed to be supplied,
were situated in the forest
area, leading to their exclu-

sion from the scheme.
About 120 villages had al-
ready been included in the
Jawai pipeline cluster pro-
ject and 83 of them were
getting water supply, he
said.

Mr. Joshi said the Jawai
Dam Water Reservation
Committee had decided to
reserve 3,000 mcft of wa-
ter, against the demand for
3,551 mcft, for the villages
and towns dependent on
the Jawai pipeline project
for the period from Octob-
er 2022 to October 2023.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Morning Standard- 01- February-2023

TN to SC: Direct K’taka to
not transfer water drawn
from Cauvery, tributaries

SHRUTI KAKKAR @ New Delhi

TAMIL Nadu government has
approached Supreme Court
seeking to direct state of Kar-
nataka and Bangalore Water
Supply and Sewerage Board to
not transfer the non-consump-
tive use of the water, drawn
from Cauvery Basin / Cauvery
River and its tributaries
for drinking water sup-
ply to Bangalore City,

to the adjoining Pen-
naiyar river basin.

While seeking to also
direct Karnataka gov-
ernment to comply with
SCs ruling on Cauvery issue
dated February 16, 2018, the
state has further sought for re-
turning the 80% water drawn
from Cauvery river for provid-
ing drinking water to Banga-
lore city as regenerated flow
after treatment.

State has also sought for di-
recting the CWMA to monitor
the quantum of water drawn

for meeting the drinking water
supply requirements of Banga-
lore Metropolitan City from
Cauvery River and quality and
quantity of non-consumptive
use of drinking water drawn.
“It is the bounden duty of
Karnataka and its instrumen-
tality, namely, Bangalore Water
Supply and Sewerage Board, to
ensure that 80% of the
flows drawn from Cau-
very River and its trib-
utaries for meeting the
drinking water needs
of Bangalore city, is re-
turned to the Cauvery
river system. The addi-
tional allocation made by this
Hon’ble Court is only 4.75 TMC
as consumptive use and the re-
generated flows from the drink-
ing water supply out of the
drawal of 23.75 TMC,
i.e. 80% of the water diverted
for drinking use, is required
to be returned to the Cauvery
river system,” the application
states.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Dainik Jagran- 01- February-2023

[UadTateiad feeifd

O B el & iU WA T8 % g | STt S =
=1 TR @ =g ST feirsre 81 39 faH @ g8 wwe amar
T g ¢ 3R W 1 wEd 99 W # | U Wy dH-d
STl IiE WA ¥ 10 | 15 WG q% F9 STt & @
2| Treitep, feoett 3fit eREmn SR # iR § Tu-u=m
T Bl 8, 39E § SR d R S @1 8, SRR ol
TH-GH H FHSR H el F Ioell AS od 8| IO =l
T WHEE TR R S @ R _
T T % T S w wR U A
WG S HE A8 A8 81 T e a AR B TR
o 21 frset o e @ik Sed fea

o s & v s A A e A 46 O YHRI B

e g% o e s o o 7 e Rl B bt
F o foE o fredt ad T A SE F mmg%

e W ¥ d S o€ 3 efen N Ao dR-dR
TR F W@ 9 T g 91 fe i Goe TeTE
O & &I el o T &1 enedt 38

= G 2, A Serdee < g 81 T e I
T T e T afy s w wwen der g,
STETSEE T HehdT & | SHIT §HE ol dohlel 86 el
ST AR BT, fee foni a8 o off 9 o o
T A€ % AR g § e # aHe ¥ e w5
foerea TemT ® B 1 38 ot SToe ormet @ S =) |
& SR % el § FE gy § wier e frn ST
39 W Ff I o afes | 9§ 9O =R e
ferTeT ST =fe, fer sR-aR O s der = 2




