STATE BUREAU
SIDDIPET

Finance Minister T Harish
Rao said the Irrigation De-
partment was now capable
of providing irrigation water
to 70,000 acres under the
Ranganayaka Sagar left
canal in two mandals of Sid-
dipet district.

Chief Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao’s brain-
child, the Kaleshwaram Lift
Irrigation Scheme, had
changed the landscape of
Siddipet as lakhs of acres
were brought under irriga-
tion in a short span of eight
years, he said after lifting
the gates of the left canal of
Ranganayaka Sagar, built as
part of KLIS near Chinnako-
duru on Tuesday to let 100
cusecs of water to meet the
irrigation needs of Narayan-
raopet and Chinnakoduru
mandals.

He said the Irrigation De-
partment was ready to en-
hance the outflows based on
the demand from farmers
under the left canal. The de-
partment also completed the
works of the main left canal,
distributory canal, minor
canals and sub-minor canals
in Narayanraopet and Chin-
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Ranganayaka Sagar to
irrigate 70,000 acres

Kaleshwaram project changed the landscape of Siddipet, says Harish

Finance Minister Harish Rao releasing water from the left canal of Ranganayaka Sagar in Siddipet district on Tuesday.

nakoduru mandals, which
would enable the supply of
irrigation to 70,000 acres in
these two mandals, he said,
adding that Narayanraopet

mandal alone had 41 tanks
and check dams which
would be filled to the brim
by releasing water from the
Left canal.

The project had 2.64
TMCft of water against its
total storage capacity of
3TMCft. Zilla Parishad
Chairperson V Roja Sharma,

Superintending Engineer
Basavaraj, Executive Engi-
neer Gopalakrishna Rao, AE
Pabbathi Ram Reddy and
others were also present.



What ails the Ken-Betwa river link project?
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Wy is the govermiment keen on implermenting the project? Wiat are the ssucs in the cdeaances given o the river Tink peoject? Will they bold legsally? Wit has the Standing

EXPLAINER

Mamoj bMisra

Thie story so fir:
njarmary 18, the Sweering Commi-

0 e of the Ken-Berwa Link Project
(KELPY held its thind meeting in

Hew Delld. 1t was chaired by the Secretary
all the Department of Water Resources, in

the Ministry of Jal Shakti, who reiterated |

that the KHLP was a “fAagship® project of
the national gevernment and that it “is
critbeal for the water seourity and socko-
economic development of Bundelkhand
regzion”, In Decembser 2021, the Urion Ca-
bitet approved KELP an & total cost of
T4 G005 crome. In this progect, the national
and the Madhya Pradesh governments will
link the Een river with the Betwa river so
thiat the latter can water the Bandelkhand
reghon in Unar Pradesh.

What is the Kei-Betwa lnk?

The lisk will b i the loen af a canal that
will be fed by the new Dasdbom Dam an
it K, 1o be buile within the Fanna Tiger
Heserve. The natonal government has
said that the dam will generate 10EMW of
hydroslectric power. The linking canal will
flow thirowgh Chhacarpar, Tikamgarh and
Jhansi districts, with the project expectad
o rigare 6.3 lakh hectares of land every
VeI
Howewer, hydrological and eoological
experts aren't comvinged, mainly because
the govermmeent's plan is based on a sur
plues and deficie’ meodel that they have sald
has limle hasis n scence, They sne also
coneerned that the project will endanger
the water security of Panma. In 2008, emd-
mommentalist Ravi Chopra called the idea
"nomsense”: in 2, conservacion il
gist Raghu Chundasat said that thamks to
KELPE, “Bundelichand will suffer for die
cades to opme”,

What clearances has the KBLIF
repeived?

Irdian enactedd the Wildlife (Protection) Act
197E at o critical juncture, when its wildligs
was in peril. The key provisions of the Act
{Becthons 13 and 35) relace to serting aside
areas of sgnificance 10 wikdlife as ‘sanctu-
aries’ and ‘national parks'. Sections 20 and
J506) restrict buman aclivites witlin then
without prior approval.

Diversion oF stopping or emhancement
af the flow of waber mto or matside wildliss
sancouaries/parks & @hoo unless doing so
b deemied o be neoessary o mprove and
bemer manage wildlifie within 3 sancruary
ar & natkonal park, And in the case of the
Famna Tiger Reserve, e Central Emgao-
wered Committes (CEC) af the Suprems
Court has foun such diversion o oot be
necesgmry b improve and betier manage
wilkilife in the park.

Additkomnally, dosmerresm of the naton-
4l park lies the Ken Clarial Sanetuary,
created to progect the critically endan-
gered Ganprtic gharsal (Gavialés gangeti-
cresh. The destructive impact of the pro-
posed dam an the fow of water inte and
ounsick: of this sancruary should be immee
diatedy chear, The CEC is quins firm in ies re-
port that “the Sanding Commites of the
NBWL has not considered the inmpact of
the project on the downstream gharial
ssmciuary™.

The CEC submitted this report to the Su-
preme Corrt on August 30, 2089, and the
marter remains sub judice. The project is
ako reportedly stlll to recetve full forest
chearance. A challenge 1o Its ervironment
appraval is sko pending before the Natan-
al Green Tribunal, presumably becise
the tribumal believes the project must first

sequre forest chearance. Duee diligence and |

Stll wakewss A boy plays inthe Betws iver near Jharsi, W 008 08 TrAA1

exprt sertiny daring the project-appra-
val stage are cornerstones of sownd envi-
ronimental gevernance. Therefore, [t was a
g shock when, Bllowing Cabinel appro-
val, the national government annouanced
the implementation of the KELF i the
AL Uninn budget, It further stated
that £1,400 crore would be allecated for
the project in that finandal year.

Whit slsoait its begality?
There are sgnifcant legal problems with
the approval granted o the KBLE The CEC
has stated that the. “approal by the
Standing Committes of the Maticnal Boasd
for Wikdlife to the Ken-Betwa link Progect
heas nioe been proved o be necessary for
the Iniprovemment and better mansgement
of the wildiife therein as provided in Sec
thois 35{6) of the Wildlile (Protection) Act,
72"

This categnrical observation was made

INDEX MAF OF KE’},— BETWA LINK PROJECT

wis-dwis plans to create i high reservair
iy cn thee Ken river D the Panna Mathon-
al Park ard Tiger Reserve for the KELP. It
concurned with e applicans’ prayer s
the apex Court; that the wildife approval
given by the Standing Committee of the
Mariomal Board for Wildlife (MEWL at izs
meeting on fumgest 23, 2006, was ultra
HIFEE.

The Indian gosernment catalysed this
approval despite an expert body created
bry thie Seancling Carnittese of the NEWL -
sl exying that “an independent hydnolog-
ical sty of river Ken is necessary™ and
that “no developmental project shoukl
destray the ecalogy of remmant fragile eoo-
svatems and an inportant tlger habitat in
the coumtry™,

How will Pannas tigers be alfected?

The Panna tiger reserve kst all of i tigers
by 2008, requiring a remarkable effort

Famum, FATTHAUR BETY

a
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NATIONAL WATER DEVELDEFSENT ALGENUY

SOLRCED FRd W HADA GO IR

Commmittes of the Mational Board for Wild(ie (WBWL) recommsended? An emdronmentalist perspective:

spanning almeast a decade o relntroduce
them. Pania s anesceprional tiger habitar
hecause of s deep gorges, which will be
drommned i a new dam B buil. An illegal
approval granted by a national hoard will
bring to naught all the pood, hand work of
the past. The government is abso develop-
ing a larger "Panna Tiger Landscape”, bat
this ts ot the concesshon many believe i@
o be, This landscape should be creansd iy
any ckse for Panna’s rigers. Sach land-
seape-deyel action s also reguired aroend
st wildlife areas in light of 2 new glistal
target to procect 206% of glohal erresrial
and marine areas by 2030, finalised at the
COPIS hicdiversity conference in Decem
ber 2022, The guestion therefore |s — wiy
shaould such plars be designed and de-
plosed only Because the heart ala tiger re-
serve i3 10 be drowned amd the park e
versibly fragmented *

In fact, there may not even be enough
waeer inthe Ken, a ran-perennial fver, 1o
mezet thee prajected needs of the Berwa -
forget the needs of the Bundelkhand re-
@on. This i why the NEWL expert body
mandared an “independent™ bydrological
investigation af the Ken. Older reports by
State agencies had thoown up differens,
and benee unreliabie, projections. Suchan
independent imwestigation remains pend
ing. Indeperdent experts have dlso said
than ir will be mare econamieal and faster
il the governments restored Bunderlk-
hard s erarwhile Chancelperiod lakes sand
pomik and if they replicated the supcessful
field-pond schemes on poority. The re-
gian is already blessed with adequate an-
musal ramfall.

Agzinst this background, rushing the
KELF aans due diligence - both echivical
and legal - will imensify wiater conflicts
between Madina Pradesh and Uitar Pra-
desh; dash locals” hongstanding expecta-
tioms of irfigation and drinking water; and
ot a decade's labour and funds. Ahead of
the forthooming MEZE2024 Union badget,
aver bvpsess ehat we won't be saddled with s
tethook loss-loss project,

Minof Misra 5 a_former member of the
Il Forest Sevvice amd has e comaner
af i Yamwaa fye Abhipaan (Campaign for
a Livdng Yamirag) since 2007

THE GIST
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On Janwary 14, the Streering
Comitter of the Ken-Betwa
Link Projact |KBLF) hald itz
third mseting in Mew Delhd. The
Secretany of the De parimen) of
Walnr Besiurces, in the
Mindstry of Jal Shakt,
reiterated that the BELP was a
“Nagship® profedt of 1he
national goeernesent and thae
i iz critical for the water
secyrily and sg-eoona e
deselopment of Bundelkhand
o
-

Thoz link will be in the form of
e | U] waill b Tl bry i
new Daudhan Dans on the Ken,
to be buik within the Panna
Tiger Resenve, The rational
povammant has said that tha
damwil generate 10AMH of
hydroslecinic power,

-

[iversion or stopping or
enharcamant of the Tiow of
wWateT | o or cetside wild e
sanctwanies’parks is taboo
sl daing 58 i disrreed B2
be necessany to improee and
better manage wikilile within a
sartcbwary ora nalion | park
A b thie cacsa of the Panna
Tiger Resanee, the Central
Espowened Commiths (CEC)
ol tha Supreme Court has
fourd such deersion o not be
AECERa Yy b I pove and
betmer manage wildlik in the
park,
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BJP pushes big-ticket
water projects in NK

Sandeep.Moudgal

@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Major political
parties are looking at water
to quench their thirst for vo-
tes in the run-up to the as-
sembly polls in Karnataka.,
And BJP is noexception.
With about three months
to go for state elections, the
partyislookingtoshoreupits
numbers on grounds of deve-
lopment in irrigation and
drinking water projects with
afocus on North Karnataka.
PM Narendra Modi's
pitch on water and drinking
water projects earlier this we-
ek may have been a strong in-
dicator of BJP banking on
these projects as a platform
for its election campaign.
“Nationally, up to 11 crore ru-
ral households have received
tap water connections, with
upto3slakhruralhouseholds
receiving the benefit in Kar-
nataka. And when tap water
comes to every household,
every mother and sister will
bless Narendra Modi even
more,” the PM said in his add-
ress at Kodekal, Yadgir dis-
trict, where the Narayanpur
Left Bank Canal (NLBC) mo-
dernisation was carried out.
The state BJP is also pus-
hing to implement the Kala-
sa-Banduri Nala drinking
water project, as well as the
Upper Krishna III Stage in
the Krishna basin, as two
key projects for North Kar-
nataka’s development.
Water resources mini-
ster Govind Karjol told TOI
that the revised DPR appro-
val for Kalasa-Banduri will
have electoral resonance in
north Karnataka. “We are

Congress, which
held two rallies
with its focus on
the Kalasa-Banduri
and Krishna issues,
believes BIP is only
“duping” people

definitely expecting a positi-
ve response to our efforts to
secure the revised DPR app-
roval from the Centre for the
Kalasa-Banduri project. Peo-
ple are happy with the deci-
sion. The Centre's announ-
cement timed well with the
state legislature’s winter
session that was happening
in Belagavi,” said Karjol, ad-
ding it was only a certain
“technical” process that nee-
ded to be addressed for the
project to be implemented.

According to party func-
tionaries, the project clea-
rance will give BJP aboostin
at least Dharwad, Belagavi
and Bagalkot districts.

The government is also
tryingtospeed up the possible
resolution of the Krishna ri-
ver water-sharing agreement
with the hope of getting it cle-
ared by the Supreme Court.
*... Once the SC completes its
hearing, the path will be clea-
red for the Centre to issue the
gazette order,” said Karjol.

“With the intent of trying
to preempt our rally on Maha-
dayvi, the BJP government an-
nounced therevised DPR app-
roval for the Kalasa-Banduri
project despite having not re-
ceived forest clearances.
They only made the announ-
cement to fool people,” said
KPCC working president and
MLC Saleem Ahmed.

Fullreport: toi.in



