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Panel calls for greater
use of recycled water

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: To curb illegal ex-
traction of groundwater for de-
velopment projects in the capi-
tal, the Delhi State Expert App-
raisal Committee (SEAC) has
recommended the use of recy-
cled water at such sites.

A committee member said
themoveaimedatreducingthe
dependence of the user agenci-
es on water supply depart-
ments, such as DJB, which had
limited water to supply. The
idea was discussed during se-
veral meeting of SEAC and the
State Environment Impact As-
sessment Authority (SEIAA),
the most recent held on Decem-
ber 9, of which minutes were
released recently.

“More than 15 important
projects in Delhi are stuck or
delayed due tounavailability of
water. This includes hospitals
and group housing complexes

to count a few. A project propo-
nent has two options, either
procure water from DJB or se-
ek permission from the DM to
dig tubewells. If weturnablind
eye, thenillegal extraction hap-
pens. So how will a project go
ahead? * the official added.
SEAC pointed out that high
cost of water supplied through
DJB could be avoided if the pro-
ject installed a reverse osmosis
plant or used some other tech-
nology to treat wastewater.
“DJB is often not in a posi-
tion tosupply the water reques-
ted by auseragency. Beside, the
water being supplied for com-
mercial purpose is costly.. if
the user agency is treating wa-
ter itself, it would cost much
less,” an official said. Asked
where the development agenci-
es could procure the water
from, officials said that it could
be from different sources like
drainsorthe STPs.
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Env panels suggest user agencies
to treat their wastewater: Officials

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: In an effort to
curb illegal groundwater extrac-
tion for development work in
Delhi, two government panels
that assess the impact of proj-
ects on the environment have
recommended that user agen-
cies install technology to recy-
cle water within their premises,
officials have said.

The move will also reduce
dependence of the user agen-
cies on departments like the
Delhi Jal Board for water sup-
ply and prevent delays in their

work, a member of the Delhi
State Expert Appraisal Commit-
tee (SEAC), which advises the
government on environmental
clearance to development proj-
ects, said.

The issue was discussed at
multiple meetings of the SEAC
and the State Environment
Impact Assessment Author-
ity (SEIAA) in October and
November. The member quoted
above said the two panels are of
the view that inconsistent water
supply or no supply from the
DJB leads to delays in the work
and illegal extraction of ground-

water for development projects.

“Ifa user agency requests the
DJB to give 20 million litres of
water a day, the utility is able to
provide only four MLD.

“Also, a kilo litre of water
costs Rs 300 for commercial
consumption, which is not eco-
nomical either. If the project
proponents install their own
reverse osmosis plants, a kilo
litre of water will cost them
around Rs 50." he reasoned. The
user agency will have to procure
only 20 per cent water from the
DJB to compensate for the RO
reject water.
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