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LG speaks to Khattar
to check effluent flow
into Najafgarh drain

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: For rejuvenation and cleaning of the Najafgarh
drain, lieutenant governor VK Saxena has spoken to Harya-
na chief minister ML Khattar and requested him to check
the flow of effluents into the drain from sources in Haryana.

The drain contributes up to about 40 per cent of pollu-
tion to the Yamuna and receives 36 per cent of its pollu-
tion from several feeder drains in Haryvana.

Khattar has assured the LG that the Harvana govern-
ment willtake steps to check effluentsflowing into the Na-
jafgarh drain from the state’s feeder drains, said officials
from the LG office on Wednesday Saxena will soon be tra-
velling toChandigarh for ameeting with the Haryana CM
todiscuss the issue, thev added.

According to an official statement from the L.G secre-
tariat, Khattar has also proposed a joint meeting between
officials from the two states to comprehensively address
the issue in one go.

Thirty-twodrains, which are responsible for 44% of pol-
Iution in the Najafgarh drain, have been partially trapped
by Delhi Jal Board, while 52 other drains — responsible for
20% pollution in the drain- are vet to be trapped.

Whenthe YamunaentersDelhifrom HarvanaatPalla,
the total faecal coliform count in it is 1,100, and when it re-
aches ISBT, after absorbing the discharge from the Najaf-
garhdrain, its faecal coliform load shoots up to 2.11akh.

The rejuvenation of the drain has been in the atten-
tion of Saxena who has held several meetings with civic
authorities and undertaken numerous boat rides in the
last five months to monitor the desilting and overall clea-
ningof the 57-km long sewage channel.

Around 125 smaller drains discharge sewage into the
Najafgarh drain.

During hislatest visit, the LG appealed to the people li-
vingalong the banksof the drain not to throw garbage in-
tothe channel oronitsfringes. The LG said people should
own responsibility now that the seemingly impossible
task of rejuvenating the drain and reviving Sahibi river
was going to become a reality.
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Didi to attend Modi’s
Dec 30 Kolkata event

Kolkata: Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di will be in Kolkataon December30at the
Indian Navy base at Netaji
Subhas Dock. Bengal CM
Mamata  Banerjee on
Wednesday said she too will
attend the programme.

According to informa-
tion,the Prime Minister will chairameet-
ing of National Ganga Council which is
likely to be attended by several central
ministersand chief ministers.

“I have been invited to the pro-
gramme. The Union minister (possibly
referring to jal shakti minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat) rang me up. I will at-
tend it, please confirm the same,” Mama-
ta told a senior Indian Navy officer.

On December 6, Banerjee had met
Prime Minister on the sidelines of the
G20 preparatory meeting. Last Saturday,
she met Union home minister Amit Shah
at Nabanna on the sidelines of the East-
ern Zonal Council meeting chaired by
Shah in Kolkata. tn
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{ BORDER ROW INTENSIFIES }

Maha threatens to
stop water to K’taka

Karnataka CM had said
state would not give “even
an inch of land”; Oppn in
Maha demands govt take
amore aggressive stance

HT Correspondent

htmumbai@hindustantimes.com

NAGPUR: Despite union home
minister Amit Shah'’s efforts to
broker peace between bickering
neighbours, both Karnataka
and Maharashtra on Wednes-
day hardened their stand on the
border dispute. Maharashtra
excise minister Shambhuraj
Desai threatened to stop supply
of water from its dams to tide
over Karnataka's water short-

Like China has
entered (India), we
will enter
(Karnataka). We
don’t need
anyone’s

¥ permission
' SANJAY RAUT,

_ ShivSena
= (UBT) MP

age. This was in response to
Karnataka chief minister Basav-
raj Bommai's statement that
“not even an inch of land”
would be given to Maharashtra.
“If everyone agrees, we will pass

a resolution reiterating the
state's stand in both houses of
the legislature,” Bommai had
said.

The Karnataka CM's action
led to sharp reaction in the
Maharashtra legislature, with
the Opposition demanding that
the Shinde-Fadnavis govern-
ment take a far more aggressive
stance against the BJP-led Kar-
nataka government.

Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Sanjay
Raut added fuel to the fire on
Wednesday by saying, “Like
China has entered, we will enter
(Karnataka). We don't need any-
one's permission.” Karnataka
Home Minister Araga Jnanen-
dra slammed Raut for his state-
ment and called it “unaccepta-
ble”. SPs
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MAGPUR: Despite home minister
Amit Shah's efforts to broker
peace between bickering neigh-
bours, both Karnataka and
Maharashtra on Wednesday
hardened their stand on the bor-
der dispute. Maharashtra excise
minister Shambhuraj Desai on
Wednesday threatened to stop
supply of water from its dams to
tide over Karnataka's water
shortage.

This was in response to Kar-
nataka chief minister Basavaraj
Bommai's statement that “not
even an inch of land” would be
given to Maharashtra. "If every-
one agrees, we will pass a resolu-
tion reiterating the state’s stand
in both houses of the legisla-
mre,” Bommai said. Bommai's
action led to sharp reaction in
the Maharashtra legislature,
with the Opposition demanding
that the Shinde-Fadnavis gov-
ernment take a far more ageres-
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Row heats up, state threatens

sive stance against the BIP-led
Karnataka government.

Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Sanjay
Raut added fuel to the fire on
Wednesday by saying, “Like
China has entered, we will enter
(Karnataka). We don’t need any-
one's permission.” Raut's com-
ment was a reference to China's
border ageression in Tawang in
Arunachal Pradesh earlier this
month. Karnataka Home Minis-
ter Araga Jnanendra slammed
Raut fior his statement and called
it "unacceptable”.

Desai and Chandrakant Patil,
higher and technical education
minister, have been appointed
by the Maharashtra government
to coordinate with the legal team
fighting the border dispute in the
Supreme Court.

While speaking to the media
outside Vidhan Bhavan in Nag-
pur, Desai condemned Bom-
mai's statement. “Such state-
ments do not befit someone who
holds a constitutional post,” he
said, "Bommai's threatening lan-
guage is uncalled-for when the
dispute matter is sub-judice. He
should stop this as we too can
retaliate in similar language. The
Karnataka CM should keep in
mind that the state is completely
dependent on water supply from
the Krishna and Koyna dams in
western Maharashtra in March,

State excise minister Shambhuraj Desai's (left) comment came in
response to Karnataka chief minister Basavaraj Bommai's (right)
statement, “notan inch of land would be given to Maharashtra”.

April and May. [f this continues,
we will have to rethink the sup-
ply of water,”

Deputy chiefminister Deven-
dra Fadnavis announced in the
state assembly that he would
also write a letter to the Union
home minister about the ‘fake’
twieets on the border dispute.
“The Karnataka chiel minister
told us that the provocative
statements against Maharashtra
were not his but on a fake
account created in his name,” he
said. "He said this in the pres-
ence of Amit Shah. ['will person-
ally write a letter to Shah about
this.” Congress leader Ashok
Chavan raised the issue in the
state assembly on Wednesday.

“Even after the Karnataka CM
said the Twitter account on
which the anti-Maharashtra
tweets were posted was fake, the
messages have still not been
deleted,” he said. “The account is
a verified one with a blue tick,
The comments in the name of
the Karnataka CM are instiga-
tory, and the Maharashtra gov-
ernment has no reason to sup-
port Bommai.”

Raut added, “We want to solve
the border issue through discus-
sion but the Karnataka CM is
igniting a fire,” he said. “There is
a weak government in Maha-
rashtra, which is not taking any
stand on this. Over 100 people
have died due to the border

K’taka

issue, and if the chief minister
and deputy chief minister don't
take a stand, people like Bommai
will keep exaggerating things.”
Raut was responding to reports
of the Karnataka government
gearing up to pass a resolution
on the barder issue with Maha-
rashira.

The resolution—sugzested by
Bommai and agreed to by Leader
of the Opposition Siddarama-
iah—came days after Union
home minister Amit Shah
announced a committee with
three ministers each from the
two states to prevent any escala-
tion of the fractious 56-year-old
dispute. Likely to be passed on
Thursday, it is expected to be
sent to the Maharashira govern-
ment as well as the Centre and
the Supreme Court.

The two neighbouring states
have been at loggerheads for
over half a century on account of
a barder dispute, which is cur-
rently pending in the Supreme
Court. Maharashtra has long
demanded that Marathi-speak-
ing villages and towns like Bel-
gavi from Karnataka's border
districts be included in Maha-
rashitra, a demand that Karna-
taka has rejected. The dispute is
now pending in the Supreme
Court. The recent controversy
started a fortnight ago.
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Najafgarh drain
pollution: Delhi L-G
speaks to Haryana CM

In need of rejuvenation: Majafgarh drain contributes about 40% of

it g

the pollution in the Yamuna. FILE PHOTO

‘The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Delhi Lieutenant-Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena on
Wednesday spoke to Ha-
rvana Chief Minister Mano-
har Lal and sought his help
in tackling the pollution
caused in the Najafgarh
drain from sources in his
State. Raj Niwas officials
said the L-G wants to speed
up efforts to rejuvenate
and clean the drain.

According to the offi-
cials, Mr. Lal assured Mr.
Saxena of “all possible
help” from his end. “He
said that the Haryana go-
vernment will ensure steps
to stop pollution from the
feeder drains that flow into
the Najafgarh drain from
Haryana,” an official said.

He added that during
the telephonic conversa-
tion, the Haryana CM also
proposed a joint meeting
between officials to “com-
prehensively address™ the
issue in one go.

“[The] L-G along with
officials from Delhi will be
soon travelling to Chandi-
garh for the said meeting
with Mr. Lal and Haryana

officials,” he said.

The official said, “Najaf:
garh drain that contributes
about 40% of the pollution
to Yamuna, is in turn, pol-
luted to the extent of 36%
by three drains flowing in-
to it from Haryana.”

When the Yamuna en-
ters Delhi from Haryana at
Palla, the total faecal coli-
form is 1,100 MPN/100 ml,
the official said. He, howev-
er, added that “when it
reaches ISET (Kashmere
Gate), after absorbing the
discharge from Najafgarh
drain, its faecal coliform
load is to the tune of
2,10,000 (MPN/AOO ml)”.

The official added that
about 12 kilometre of the
stretch from Timarpur to
Basai Darapur out of the
57km-long Najafgarh drain
has been cleaned as the
Delhi Jal Board has partial-
ly trapped 27 small drains
and the Municipal Corpo-
ration of Delhi has fully
trapped five small drains
flowing into it and contri-
buting 44% of its total pol-
lution. He added that the
L-G is “personally monitor-
ing and supervising the re-
juvenation of the drain”.
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U.P. targets to make Ganga
clean before ‘Kumbh 2025

Before the commencement of ‘Prayagraj Kumbh
2025’, the Uttar Pradesh government has vowed
to make the Ganga clean through the ‘Namami
Gange’ mission. Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Wednesday gave guidelines for it while
reviewing the implementation of the ‘Namami
Gange’ project. Mr. Adityanath directed officials
to expedite the process of installation of sewage
treatment plants (STPs) to save the rivers from
sewage, dirt and toxic water, and called for more
efforts for urban solid waste management in
order to ensure uninterrupted and clean flow of
all the rivers, including the Ganga.
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PM to visit WB
for Namami
Gange meet

RAJIB CHOWDHURI
KOLKATA, DEC. 21

Prime minister
Narendra Modi will visit
West Bengal on
December 30 after a gap
of more than a year. He
will attend the National
Ganga Council meeting
at the INS Netaji Subhas,
the naval base in the
state, at Hastings in
Kolkata.

Chief minister Mamata
Banerjee, who is also a
member of the Central
forum, informed the
state secretariat on
Wednesday that she
would be present in the
meeting too.

MsBanerjee said, “On
December 30 the Prime
Minister is coming here.
They informed and invit-
ed me to INS Netaji
Subhas. T am also coming
there. You can take it
asconfirmed.”

It is not, however, clear
whether Mr Modi has
any other schedule dur-
ing his tour to the state
amid a scandal over the
allotment of houses to
several Trinamul
Congress leaders in the
“Prime Minister Awas
Yojana”, and a large
number of Central agen-
cies' probe in various
cases.

This is the second time
when the Trinamul
Congress supremo will
be meeting Mr Modi
within a month. The ear-
lier meeting of both lead-
ers was held on
December 5 at the
preparatory meeting of
the next wyear’'s G-20 in
New Delhi.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi with Gujarat chief
minister Bhupendra Patel
during a meeting in New
Delhi on Wednesday.
—PTi

Ms Banerjee also
announced the schedule
of Ganga Sagar Mela, the
famous Hindu pilgrim-
age on the occasion of
Makar Sankranti, which
will be held from
January B8-17 at Kapil
Muni Ashram in Sagar
Island in South 24
Parganas.

MS Banerjee chaired a
high-level meeting to
oversee preparations for
the festival.

The chief minister also
cautioned against people
who might try to sabo-
tage the mela or create
unrest. The chief minis-
ter also directed that no
visitor should be allowed
to participate in the fair
with arms or a stove for
cooking,

The state government
expects 30 lakh people to
attend.
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Stop effluent flow into Najafgarh
drain, LG urges Haryana CM

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

elhi Lieutenant Governor

Vinai Kumar Saxena has
asked Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar to ensure
checking effluent flowing into
the Najalgarh Drain [rom sev-
eral sources in the State.
Saxena will also be travelling to
Chandigarh for a meeting with
Khattar to discuss the issue.

Khattar has assured the L-
G that the Haryana govern-
ment will take steps to check
effluents flowing into the
Najafgarh drain from the state's
feeder drains. According to
sources, Khattar has also pro-
posed for a joint meeting
between officials to compre-
hensively address the issue in

one go and L-G along with offi-
cers from Delhi will be soon
traveling to Chandigarh for
the said meeting, where
Khattar will also be present.

The Najafgarh drain, which
contributes to about 40 per cent
of the pollution to the Yamuna,
is in turn, polluted to the
extent of 36 per cent by three
drains flowing into it from
Haryana.

“On the other hand 32
drains that have been partial-
Iy trapped by the Delhi Jal
Board (D]B) contribute 44 per
cent of pollution and 20 per
cent of pollution comes from
52 drains yet to be trapped b
DJB, into the Najafgarh Drain,’
Sources said.“When the
Yamuna enters then national

capital from Haryana at Palla,
the total fecal coliform is 1100,
when it reaches ISBT, after
absorbing the discharge from
Najafgarh Drain, its fecal col-
iform load is to the tune of
2,10,000,” they stated.

“The officials may be noted
that ever since Saxena started
personally monitoring and
supervising the rejuvenation of
the Najafgarh Drain, which
has till now resulted in about 12
km of the Drain upstream to be
cleaned and refurbished, the
mentioned 32 drains being
sufficiently trapped so as to not
discharge sewage and silt into
the Drain. Of these, on 05
drains the MCD has complet-
ed works of full trapping,’
Sources added.
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L-G urges CM Khattar
to stem flow of eftfluent in
Najalgarh drain [rom Hry

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: L-G V K Saxena
has spoken to Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khat-
tar asking his help in checking
effluent from flowing into the
Najafgarh drain from several
sources in the state, officials said
on Wednesday.

Saxena will also be travelling
to Chandigarh for a meeting
with Khattar to discuss the issue.

The Chief Minister has
assured the L-G that the Hary-
ana government will take steps
to check effluents flowing into
the Najafgarh drain from the
state’s feeder drains, the officials
said. According to an official
statement, Khattar has also pro-

posed a joint meeting between
officials to comprehensively
address the issue in one go. The
L-G with several other officers
will soon attend the meeting to
be held in Chandigarh.

The Najafgarh drain contrib-
utes up to about 40 per cent of
pollution to Yamuna, and in its
turn, receives 36 per cent of its
pollution from several drains
in Haryana.

Thirty-two drains which are
responsible for 44 per cent of
pollution in Najafgarh drain
have been partially trapped by
the Delhi Jal Board, while 52
other drains responsible for 20
per cent pollution which fall
into Najafgarh drain are yet to
be trapped.
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National Ganga Council: Mamata to attend
meetwith PM in Kolkata on December 30

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee will share
the stage with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in Kolkata on
December 30, with the latter
coming to the city to attend the
meeting of the National Ganga
Council.

PM Modi is the President
of the National Ganga Council
while Bengal is also an integral
part of the Council. Banerjee
will be attending the meeting
as a member of the Council.

“The concerned minis-
ter rang me up and invited
me to the meeting. [ am
also attending the meeting,’
Banerjee  said  during
the preparatory meeting
regarding Gangasagar Mela
at Nabanna Sabhaghar on
Wednesday.

The meeting will be held at
INS Netaji Subhas dock of the
Indian Navy at Garden Reach.
There are speculations about
Banerjee’s one-to-one interac-
tion with the Prime Minister
during the event.

‘Ganga Parishad’ has about
10 ministries in the member
centre.

Apart from West Bengal,
the other states include Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Bihar
and Jharkhand. If everything
goes well, the Chief Ministers
of those states can also attend
the meeting.

Recently, Baner-
jee had attended the G-20
preparatory meeting chaired
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in New Delhi on
December 5.
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Naveen launches ‘drink from
tap’ project in 19 urban centres

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
(@ Bhubaneswar

CHIEF Minister Naveen Pat-
naik on Wednesday launched
the 24-hour ‘drink from tap’
project in 19 cities and towns of
the state, which would benefit
over 5.5 lakh people.

Launchingthe projects virtu-
ally under the 5T initiative, the
chief minister said that provid-
ing safe drinking water to
every family of the state
has been his dream for a
long time and priority of the
state government.

Stating that water is precious
to all, he appealed to the public
not to waste even a drop of wa-
ter. Water should be used prop-
erly, he added.

The CM said clean water is
very important for public
health and convenience in dai-
ly life and this facility will sig-
nificantly improve the stand-
ard of living of the people in
the 5T initiative.

Cities and towns which are
now covered under the ‘drink

from tap’ project are - Bhu-
baneswar, Cuttack, Nimapada,
Berhampur, Gopalpur, Rourke-
la, Sundargarh, Biramitrapur,
Rajgangpur, Keonjhar, Joda,
Badbil, Champua, Anandpur,
Baripada, Rairangpur, Udala,
Karanjia and Vyasanagar.

Puri was the first town where
the drink from tap facility was
launched. In Gopalpur too, the
second city in the state, 100 per
cent of people have access to
the drink-from-tap system.

Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Minister Usha Devi
said the supply of clean drink-
ing water is an important
programme of the state
government.

Odisha Mineral Bearing Ar-
eas Development Corporation
(OMBADC) oversight authority
Justice A Patnaik said he often
visits the mining areas where
he finds people facing problems
getting water.

Today in those areas, remark-
able work has been done in the
field of drinking water,
he said.
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Didi to meet Modi on Ganga

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta: Chief minister
Mamata Banerjee on Wednes-
day confirmed her participa-
tion in a meeting of the Na-
tional Ganga Council, likely to
be chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi here on De-
cember 30.

It will be their third meet-

ing this month, after an offline
one in Delhi on December 5
and an online one on Decem-
ber 9, both on the G20 Summit.

While Modi is the coun-

cil’s president, Mamata heads

one of the five member-states
— besides Uttarakhand,
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and
Jharkhand — through which
the Ganga flows.

During a meeting at Na-

banna for the Gangasagar
Mela, Mamata asked Calcutta
Port Trust representatives:
“On the 30th, the Prime Min-
ister will come. Will you hold
an event on a ship in Garden
Reach?”

An official said it was likely
on the INS Netaji Subhas.

“I am supposed to attend
the event, which I will. You can
be sure of it,” Mamata said.
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