File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Times of India- 20- December-2022

Untreated Sewage Continues
To Suck Life Out Of Yamuna

Just 3 Of 28 Major Drains Following Prescribed Norms: DPCC
IN A STATE OF NEGLECT

Kushagra.Dixit

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC)
has released a report on the
state of the Yamunashowing
that the overall treatment of
all the sewage generated and
collected within the city is
falling short by over 23%,
which is about 198 million
gallons per day. It also stated
thattheminimum flow in the
river is below the required
flow to sustain ecology

The report stated that of
an estimated 768 MGD sewa-
ge generated within the city,
only 570 MGD could be trea-
ted. 160 MGD is being treated
within  prescribed stan-
dards. The report also poin-
ted out that over 242 MGD se-
wage flowing via drains was
yet to be tapped, while 238
MGD being treated under
the Delhi government’s in-
terceptor sewer project,

According to the report,
only three out of the 28 major
drainsin thecity arefollowing
the prescribed norms. “Three
out of 28 drains complying
with prescribed standards
wr:t. BOD 30 mg/l. They are
Metcalf House, Tughlagabad
and Drain No. 14,” it stated.

Since 2017, the condition
of the river has heen worse-
ning exponentially in terms
of biochemical oxvgen de-
mand(BOD), which is the mi-
nimum dissolved oxygen
(DO)Yrequired by arivertode-
compose organic matter. For
a healthy river system, BOD
must be 3mg/lorless and DO

» The total stretch of the
river in Delhi is about 48 km
from Palla to Okhla barrage

> 22km-long oﬁ? &=

urban stretch from
Wazirabad barrage ..
to Okhla barrage is S
the most polluted affey

» BOD is the minimum oxygen
required to treat or -
break biological/organic {5
pollutants in water o
> Fecal coliform (FC) I
(4

is found in excreta that
contaminates water

through untreated sewage

» Higher the level of FC,
higher the presence of *

disease-causing
pathogen in water

» DO is the presence of
life in water

o

File photo

Data from DO(min5 BOD (max m,‘ﬁﬂw
November 2022  img/= 3ma/D oy /100mi)

Palla (In) 9.1 2 1,100

Wazirabad 5.4 8.0 1,700

ISBT Bridge Nil 50 2,10,000

Azgarpur (Out) | Nil 750 6,80,000

4mg/1 or more, while the ri-
ver has nil DO as it traverses
through the city. Its BOD has
reached over 70 mg/1.

The report further stated
that the sewage treatment
capacity shall be enhanced
toover925MLD by December
next vear. It also pointed out
the poor state of minimum
environmental flow (e-flow)
of theriver, which is the flow
required to sustain and pre-
serve its ecosystem.

“Minimum e-flow for di-
lution of polluted water in
the Yamuna in Delhi isrequi-

red tomeet desired water qu-
ality levels in the river for
bathing purpose, which is
BOD lessthan3mg/land DO
more than 5 mg/l. To assess
minimum required e-flow of
the river for the stretch bet-
ween Hathini Kund to Okh-
la, a comprehensive study
was assigned by NMCG to
National Institute of Hydro-
logy, Roorkee on December
24, 2018. As per the final draft
report submitted, e-flow of
23 cumecs (437 MGD) in lean
season (May) has been re-
commended,” the report as-

serted. Between Hathni-
kundand Okhla Barrage, the
e-flow is approximately 10
cumecs (190 MGD) currently.

Early construction and
completion of dams or ca-
nals like Renuka Dam pro-
ject, ete, and the water sha-
ring agreement of 1994
among riparian states of Ut-
tarakhand, Himachal Pra-
desh, UP, Haryana, Rajast-
han and Delhi, which is due
for revision only in 2025, co-
uld be possible reasons be-
hind the low e-flow, accor-
ding to the report.
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COPI5 vows to protect
2o AUC VS 36

Jayashree Nandi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: In what some
experts call the "Paris moment”
for biodiversity, 196 countries
(excluding, significantly, the US)
signed a historic deal to protect
30% thl;e world for nature H}'
2030, reduce environmentally

harmful subsidies by at least mm in three broad
$500 billion a year, and restore | _

at least 30% (by area) of
degraded ecosystems, at the UN
Biodiversity Summit (COP15) in
Montreal.

The Kunming-Montreal
Global Biodiversity Framework
aims to bring the loss of areas of
high biodiversity importance,
including ecosystems of high

ecological integrity, close to zero

by 2030, while respecting the

rights of indigenous peoples and R

local communities. Y DIVERGENCES REMAIN: Divis ow to fund efforts
However, demands from the | a0 ¥ alim ncentiv led to intense negotiations, with China, chair for COP1s,

global South, incll India, for | M ul fo disregarding objections from the delegation of the DRC
a new fund were fulfilled only RIS A Wil
partially by the agreement,

which said one would be created

within the Global Environment

Facility or GEF, the United

i PN il e

at future summits. Developed
countries said they would pro-
vide $30 billion a year to the least
developed countries towards
protecting biodiversity by the
end of the decade.

While India has reason to be
disappointed at the lack of con-
sensus on a new fund, the agree-
ment’s nuanced phrasing of the
target on subsidies, the fact that
Jitavoided asking that pollution

continued on-313



COP15S VOWS TO...

be reduced to zere, and its men-
tioan of an " b
approach” ane all insync with the
LOURNLTY'S S1aMCe O Prosecting
bicdiversity

“The Global Biodiversity
Framework sets ol o respond i

ticaas plan 1o implement brosd-
hased action o bring abowt a
transformetiom in our societies”
refationship with biodiversity by
2060 and ensure that, by 2060, the
shared vision of in harmeany
with namure is * Union
ermirprrment minisser Bruipender
Yadlarv i oo Momday.

“India had negotiated stronghy
il hesd discuessioma with it OOP
Presidency and the CHD Secretar-

the argets are kept as ghobal in
nitume nd couméries will be free
w0 bt themm as per thedr circum-
Tt iahn mes

g
tiate that the based
appriaches should gnlm-nhe
mmmnwpmm

he explained.

versity ane

Ty 2060 Thits s cme of the mest
confentious targets discussed by
1565 cosmiries: and i5-also ko a3
‘the 33 target.

T be supe, the agreement was
not without comtrversy, with sev-
eral African nations bked by the
Democratic Republic of Congn
claiming that it was pushed
through by e COF1S Presidenicy,
Chiina, desspite apposition from it
and other Alfican countries.
alkhough UK alficials malisined
there had been no formal opposi-
o o it “This isa challengewith
the UN which follows a
primciple of consensus. It delays

head of global palitical strategy
witth Climabe Action Network.
Thiz framework alsa agresd o
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ensure urgenl imanagement
setion to halt human induced
gxtinction of known threatened
spocies: reduce polhition rishs and
thi: negatiee iImpact of pollution
from all sources, by 2000 6o levels
that are not mh:-dh:l'l.;
ﬂy.ﬂua:mjmmﬂlmnm
seervicess; identify and efiminase or
reform incentives, inclading sub-
gidies that are barmiful for bicdi-
wmmﬂumﬂiﬂ
pesticides and highly
hszardous chemicals by at least
hall amd ensure that people are
encouraged 10 make susainable

sirive o achleve them. India
understands the imporance of
iadiversity corservation and will
take the required steps Do imphe-
ment the GEF,” sakd Vishalsh
Uppal, director of povernance, w
and palicy at Warkl Wildfe Fund
[WWF) India, who attended
COPES, Tosupport the mpleren-
tatlon of the framewark, parties
beaver agreed that financial resour-
ces from all sources will be
Increassd in sccordance with Arti-
cle 30 aof the Comvention. to sup-
port mational blodversity sorate-
gies and action plars.

The framewnei has agreed tn
micthilise at lest $200 billion per
wear by 2000 This will be done by
increasing total béodiversty
related Imternational ﬂmnl:lal

uritarily assume obligations

developed country parties. i
developing coumtries (in particu-
oy b et develdopesd courtries
and small island developing
Stabes) 1o a1 et 520 billian per
vear by 2005, and 1o af lesst 530

billicm per year 2 G0
The s the
cnimes after four of

Bicikrgi-
cal Diwersity, COP15 sarted on
Deceméber T Montreal with over

for nature”, alhading to the land-
mark 2015 Pacis climate pact
where all counties unanimausky

agred o httguha]mtpﬁm:

rerbri a&.«mmumﬂm

mmmmmmf
COPS wars 1o an ambigious
and kaknosd hidiversiny
framework bo replace the Aichi
Biodiversity Targets, which

Biodiversity

the wark] welomed the deal.
“Unlike the Wiorkd Cup, therein't
just one wismer at COPE. People

and nakure should both be betier
off thamks o the deal. Now it's

out bow theyil help make
commemienis a realiny, That's the
ooy Wy b0 win the 1irimane goak
a Besalibry plaset for s all.” said
Geeomgina Chamdler, Serior Infer-
national Paolicy Advisor, Royal
Society for the Protection of Birds.
“Extimetion doesn't nogotdate —
mwnm:ﬂm v e
ar Jeast thie Earth
5050, This ext 1.2 e forward
from where we ang, but nature
needs A giant leap. Governments
shiowld scale up protections, and
dediver a clear plam for the full §1
irillion & year thas is needed o
msaoe this agreement real ® Oscar
Saria, Campaign Direcior, Avasz
ina statement. “Tonkght, together
we ke a bold step forward 1o
profect natore, o pratect the air
we breathe and the water we
drimk...." said Steven Guilbeault,
Cannda's emvircnment minisier

new global blodiversity
remained unmet Indla was
against a nusmerical Enge o sinm-
mate harmaful subsidies. That has
bern partialy addressed: “Tdentify
by 2025, and eliminate, phase out
or reform ineentives, inclhuding
subsidies, harmdful for biodiver-
et
and exqpuitable way. while
substantially and progreasively

reducing them by at least 00 Hl-
Ticom Uniterd States dallars per year
Ty 2000, starting with the mast
harmful incentives,” the text
statrd, rooim for developing
naons i i these subsi-
“Thesuksidies lsno
juust about eliminating but abowt
TepuarpEnsing. It & (o encoarage
positive steps sy in agricultune,
[ndia ‘p:]:dlrﬂ.:h warking on soil
of organic sgricalure,” added
Uppal.

e was als
ical goal of cuting pollution w
zero. The text called Sor reducing
pailhation risks and the negative
impact of pallugion from alll sour-
oes iy 2030 1o leveds that are: not
bearmfial oo and evo-

& NuEmer-

exuitable desl “The amd tar-
sl i the

shioild e amdbitious,
wet realistic and practical. Conser-
watian of biodhersity must also be
based on comimen but different-
aed bilities and respec-
e 55 climaie change
processes affect biodiversiy,” be
said during the plerary on Satur-
day.
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CM to open 82 NABL-accredited
water quality testing labs tomorrow

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala Water Authori-
ty (KWA) is set to formally
unveil a network of 82 wa-
ter quality testing laborato-
ries certified by the Nation-
al Accreditation Board for
Testing and Calibration
Laboratories (NABL).
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan will formally inaug-
urate the NABL-accredited
labs at the KWA headquar-

ters here on Wednesday.

The labs were deve-
loped and obtained NABL
accreditation under the Jal
Jeevan Mission (JJM), a
Centrally assisted scheme
for equipping rural homes
with tap connections by
2024. Up to 2% of the JJM
allocation can be spent on
water quality monitoring
and surveillance.

Prior to the JJM, the
KWA operated a State Re-
ferral Institute for Water

Quality (SRI) at Nettoor, Er-
nakulam, 14 district labora-
tories, and 32 sub-district
labs.

The SRI had obtained
NABL accreditation in
2017. Thirty-eight more
sub-district laboratories
were started under the J]M
scheme, taking the total
number of labs to 85. Dur-
ing the period when the
IJIM was under way, 82 of
the labs gained NABL
accreditation.
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Mullaperiyar water level
inches close to 142 ft

The water level in the Mullaperiyar dam inched
closer to the maximum level of 142 ft on Monday.
The water level recorded at 1 p.m. on Monday
was 141.60 ft. While the tunnel discharge was 250
cusecs, the average inflow was 250 cusecs. The
maximum storage level as per the Supreme Court
order is 142 ft. Tamil Nadu issued the second
flood warning when the water level crossed the
141-ft mark on December 14 and the first warning
when it touched 140 ft on December 3.
Meanwhile, the water level in the Idukki
reservoir reached 2,380.18 ft on Monday, which
was 74% of the total storage level.
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Poondi continues to get
Krishna water; discharge
from Red Hills stopped

Andhra Pradesh to take up maintenance work on Kandaleru-Poondi canal, informs T.N.
government that water supply in the canal is likely to be stopped between January and April

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Water Resources
T Department closed
the floodgates of

Red Hills reservoir on Mon-
day afternoon as inflow
dipped to minimal. As the
inflow into other reservoirs
is also dipping, the depart-
ment has decided to allow
Krishna water flow for a
few more weeks.
Northeast monsoon is in
its last phase over the
State. But there is space to
store one more feet of wa-
ter in Poondi. Similarly, the
storage has been main-
tained at two feet lower
than full level in Chemba-
rambakkam and Red Hills
lakes, anticipating flood-
water runoff during mon-
soon, said the officials.
The five waterbodies
that are the main sources
of drinking water to the ci-
ty had a combined storage
of 10.07 tmcft, which is
nearly 86% of their capaci-

ty as on Monday.

“We have decided to ac-
cept Krishna water from
Kandaleru reservoir in
Andhra Pradesh tll Janu-
ary end to match the daily
drawal and boost the stor-
age. About 500 cusecs is
drawn daily for city water
consumption,” said an
official.

Andhra Pradesh had in-
formed Tamil Nadu that
water release during next
spell (January-April) would

Comfortable level: Storage in Red Hills reservoir was 2.79 tmcft
against its capacity of 3.3 tmcft an Monday. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

not be possible as it pro-
posed to take up mainte-
nance work on the Kandal-
eru-Poondi canal.

The Red Hills reservoir
now has a storage of 2.79
tmcft against its capacity of
3.3 tmcft. Officials said the
shutters were closed after
about 10 days as inflow
from the catchment areas
had dropped to 130 cusecs.

The department plans
to close the shutters of the
Chembarambakkam reser-

voir in one or two days. Si-
milarly, floodgates of the
waterbody in  Poondi
would be closed once ru-
noft dips further. “Water
released cannot be consi-
dered as wastage. It has
helped maintain the ecolo-
gy and recharge water ta-
ble,” the official said.

The flow of Krishna wa-
ter would help in maintain-
ing optimum storage in the
reservoirs and sustain dai-
ly water supply for one
more year without hassles.
The Kandaleru-Poondi ca-
nal on the Tamil Nadu-
Andhra Pradesh boundary
in Uthukottai, Tiruvallur
district, received nearly
360 cusecs of Krishna wa-
ter on Monday.

At present, the water
supply in the city is main-
tained at 1,007 million
litres daily (mld). Of this,
nearly 979 mld is provided
to domestic consumers in
the city and merged areas
through the pipeline and
water tankers.
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Over 2 cr household

toilets constructed

Union Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
informed the Rajya Sabha
more than two crore
individual household
latrines and were
constructed between 2019
to December 14, 2022. Tns
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Aer & delay of Ten years doe 1o che
Conid-19 parkhemic, 2 rew gobal agnee-
ment io halt and reverss biodiversity
Inss by 2080 got the: flnal nod on Monday
duming the last day of the United Matkons
LN} Rindiversiny Comference [OOP151 In
Pebseresd.

Adupted by 196 counthes
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toprotect bindhersty.

The draft calls for raksing $200 hilllon
by 2030 for Modiversity from a range of
s o sl wnrking po pluseour o refom
sulbeidies Al ikl provide snather 500
billion for nature.

The fra calls far Increasing to
at beast SMD hillion annually by 2005 the
oy THAT B0 1 o couniTies oF sholr
deisbda wihat is curmently provided, Thar

nidrrikser will increds: o RU0 k-

under ihe UN Conveniion on Deal replaces the  lion each year by 20300
Bioingical Diversiry, the agree-  faibed 2000 Kichi The deal comgains more
L AR o conserveat least  Blodiversity quantifiable targets, such i
30 pat cont of L, Mreshwvier,  Tangets that reducing harmiful subsidies
and omean gobally, while e mtended  given o industry by g1 least
respecting  the righis of o gilde 00 billiss per year that
indigenous penples and Iocal - conservation shoukd make it rasier 40 track
commuedties, and meoogndEng  through 300 and repor prmgres.
the corgribuions of | The deal, whisch Includes 23
and craditionsd  terwitores  pewends  cergets in potal. eeplaces the failed
e Larget’s tally, M0 Ajchi  Biodiversity  Tangens
The historic  cheml  signed  in that weeeiniended voguaide conssrvation

Meontread  alse aims  to provide
crirical finareing to the develplng workd

through 3120,
At the chose of the meeing, COFIS

Drsidcat of the COPLE bisdiversiny confi
" | Globad Blodiveraicy T . )

Fresident Fusng Fungiu sakl the agree- Fiowever, the Workl Wide Pand Tor
et marked & “historic moment” ir Matere (SWE) warns that the agreement’s
glotal effons to save nature, calling the  goal of reversing bindiversxy loss by 2030
deal “a packsgewe canall e proudal™. could he undermined B wenk language n

FHONE AR

i, lowers the gavel o passthe
My

BIODIVERSITY
PLAN

wThe draft calls far
rai=ing $200 billion by
2030 for biodiversity
consenation

®Intends increasing to at
least §20 billicn annually
by 2025 the money that
BOWS t0 poos countries
®Aims to reduce harmmful
subsidies given to
Inclustry by at Inast

4500 hillivn peryear

eritical aress. such as the progection of
imtact soosveterss and teckling unsustain-
able prodhaction and consamption, bs pot
achdressed ar the natiomal level,

COP15 adopts plan to save 30% of land, water by 2030

"Agresing a shared global gnal thae will
gulde cobecthve and immedlate action
balt and reverse naare koss Ty 2080 1520
e pienal fear for thase that hewe boen
FEpoEaring thw gobal Diadiversicy [mme-
work, ancla win for people and the planet.
It sends a clear sigmal and must be the
lsunehpad for action fam govemments,
Pusinesss, and sockery o rransiton rowanck
 naug-posdrive woeld, in suppoen of i
ke wction and st amaldle dired cpasent.
poals” said Maroo Lamberinl, direcior
geteml, WWE Infematiamal.

Ix also kacks & mandarory racheting

hanise thar will hodd g
scroimialie 10 increase action il tarpens

Sue Lisherman, vice-president, irver-
rational palicy, The Wikille Consenarion
Socleny, saicthe Sgroomneril Wi 4 cornping-
b, anlalthasugh o e s good snd
Barck-fought elements, it could bave gone
Farntiver “totruly tranafommour melatioreship
withy nagure and stop our destructlon of
eonsysbens, habitars, and species”.
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COPI5 adopts *30 by 30’ deal;
covers indigenous land rights

The 2030 conservation target aims to save 30% of land, inland water and marine areas

;é-eaaacﬂfc@lmem'ntmm
MOMTREAL

ndigenous leaders hailed a major break-

through in a new global biodiversity pact

adopted early Monday moming in Montreal, as

the headline target of protecting at least 30% of

the planet by 2030 includes an explicit recog-
nition of indigenous land rights,

Indigenous representatives at the COPL5 UN
sumimit said that could prove crucial in protecting
communities from the effects of extractive indus-
triesand conservation efforts that have historically
pushed them off their traditional lands.

“Now they are recognising that indigenous peo-
ple can also make contributions to biodiversity
conservation,” said Viviana Figueroa, a representa-
tive of the International Indigenous Forum on Bio-
diversity (IIFE)

“Forus, it's like a change of paradigm, ” she said.

“Theyare recognising this important role that was

invisible.

Delegates agreed to the Kunming-Montreal
Glabal Biodiversity Framework after two weeks of
negotiations, including the 30 by 307 conserva-
tion target to protect land, inland water and marine
areas, which is seen
as crucial to revers-
ing biodiversity loss.,

Destruction from
human activities like
industrial farming
and fishing threat-

Delegates agreed to the Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework after two weeks of
negotiations

according to the World Bank.

Disagreements over finance threatened toderail
the talks, but last-minute haggling saw a package
agreed that includesatleast $30 billion per yearby
2030 from rich nations to fund nature protection
effortsin developing countries.

Indigenous rights
have been included
in one-third of the
new pact’s targets
but the third target
on “30 by 30" was
seen as the most sig-

ensuptoone million
plant, insect and ani-
mal species with extinction, according toa 2019
report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Biodi-
versity and Ecosystem Services.

Indigenous communities play a key role in safie-
puarding nature, as their lands contain about 80%
of earth's remaining plant and animal species,

nificant, givena his-
tory of protected
areas displacing indigenous communities [rom
their lands. “We were afraid that if we did not have
any inclusion in target three, we could suffer
human rightsviolationsin the name of conserva-
tion,” said Figneroa, who is [rom the Omaguaca-
Kolla indigenous peoples of northern Argentina.
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